
John (28)                        Hymns 82, 221, 494  

 

Since it's been a few months since we've been in this book, let me take a few minutes and provide a very quick 

review—John records 7 sign miracles throughout the first 12 chapters—which are intended to point us to two 

things—[1] the true identity of Christ as the Son of God, and [2] the nature of salvation and essential spiritual 

truths...  

 

Jn.20:30-31—"And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 

you may have life in His name..."  

 

[1] The true identity of Christ as the Son of God—"these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ"—signs were miracles of epic proportion—they were supernatural acts and displays of divine power—

they were indisputable alterations of natural law—water turned to wine, the dead raised to life, the sick and 

lame healed... 

 

[2] The nature of salvation and essential spiritual truths—"and that believing you may have life in His 

name"—in other words the sign miracles are intended to teach us spiritual truth that we would come to Christ 

for salvation... 

 

Perhaps, I can put it like this—the sign miracles were intended to point to Christ's PERSON and WORK—His 

PERSON, in that they prove His identity as the Christ, the Son of God, and His WORK, in that they portray 

His work as Savior of sinners...  

 

Steven Lawson—"Each sign miracle is a miracle with a message. In the gospel of John each miracle is a 

physical picture of some element of our salvation. Each physical miracle is a snapshot, a sermon, of our 

spiritual salvation..." 

 

I.   The NEED for Salvation—vv1-5 

II.  The NATURE of Salvation—vv6-13  

III. The RESPONSE to Salvation—vv14-15  

 

I.   The NEED for Salvation—vv1-5 

 

1. John begins this chapter with the statement, v1—"After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem..." 

2. This feast was one of three that necessitated males to travel to Jerusalem (feast of Pentecost, Tabernacles, 

or Passover)... 

3. V2—"Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having 

five porches..." 

4. There were within the walls of Jerusalem various gates into the city, and the majority had taken on specific 

names... 

5. This particular Gate was called in Hebrew Bethesda, which literally means—"House of mercy" or "Place 

of mercy..." 

6. John tells us there were five porches around this pool, which, furnished the people with protection from 

the elements... 

7. Under, or beneath this porches, John tells us—"lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, 

waiting for the moving of the water..." 

8. This—I suggest is a pitiful picture of mankind by nature—a tragic description of the entire world by 

nature... 

9. A.W. Pink—"What we have here is a pointed and solemn delineation of human depravity, described in 

physical terms; its moral application is to the whole of Adam's fallen race. Let every reader see here a 

portrait of what he or she is by nature..."  
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10. [1] Man by nature is helpless—the word rendered "sick" by the NKJV is better rendered "weak or 

impotent..." 

11. The three following words—"blind, lame, and paralyzed"—elaborate on what's meant by "weak or 

impotent..." 

12. This serves as a picture of mankind who is born spiritually blind, lame, and paralyzed—weak and without 

strength... 

13. [a] Blind—that is—man by nature is blind to the truth—the truth about God, himself, this world, and 

salvation... 

14. [b] Lame—that is—man by nature is spiritually and morally crippled—he's unable to come to God on his 

own... 

15. [c] Paralyzed—this especially has to do with the limbs—man's hands are withered—incapable of doing 

good...  

16. Rom.5:6—"For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly"—this was 

the state He viewed us in... 

17. Christ came into this world, lived and died for us, because we were helpless and ungodly—blind, lame, 

and paralyzed... 

18. [2] Man by nature is foolish—here I am thinking of the latter part of v3—"waiting for the moving of the 

water..." 

19. V4—"For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever 

stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had..."  

20. [a] The older view—this view understands there was an actual angel—who troubled the waters at a certain 

time... 

21. When or how often that was—we are not told—but apparently, only the first to enter the stirred waters was 

healed... 

22. This is a very old view, good men such as John Gill and John Calvin, though Gill understood the angel 

typical of gospel ministers who trouble the souls of men...  

23. [b] The newer view—this is by far the more popular view—and it points out the textual variant in v3 and 

v4... 

24. This is why translations such as the ESV and NIV either have the latter part v3 and v4 in italics or totally 

omitted... 

25. The point being—verse 4 is very likely not even a part of the original text, but is a gloss of subsequent 

scribes... 

26. Some have suggested these scribes added verse 4 for the purpose of explaining—the stirring of the water 

in v7... 

27. That is—the waters were likely stirred by natural underground streams (wells), that fed and supplied the 

pools... 

28. Thus—this view held by Leon Morris, R.C. Sproul, William Hendriksen, John MacArthur, many others—

understand the angel as merely a tradition... 

29. That is—the Jews over time had accounted for the troubled waters, by inserting a tradition within the text 

of Scripture... 

30. R.C. Sproul—"If the stirring of the water and the healings were not caused by an angel, what was 

happening? We know these pools in Jerusalem were occasionally fed by wells. The wells would start to 

flow and the pools would be stirred with an influx of water with special characteristics – something like 

the hot springs people visit even today for therapeutic reasons. That may have been what was happening at 

Bethesda, and the people not knowing the science of the wells, simply believed that the stirring of the 

water was due to the presence of an angel..." 

31. Furthermore—this fits the thinking of most Jews, who had a fixation with angels—attributing much to 

them... 

32. Now—let me clarify—it's certainly possible that verse 4 is original to the text and should be understood 

literally... 

33. That is—I'm suggesting the new view, not because I don't believe in angels or that these waters could 

heal... 

34. If God wanted to He could send an angel to stir the water, and make the water a means of restoring and 

healing... 
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35. Thus—remember the OT account of Naaman, who was told to wash 7 times in the Jordan to be healed of 

leprosy...   

36. There wasn't anything supernatural about the river Jordan—it was merely the means that God used to 

heal... 

37. Thus—I'm not in anyway hesitant to affirm the realities of angels, or the possibility of healing waters or 

pools... 

38. But—I suggest what this newer view, because I think it best fits with the overall teaching and purpose of 

this passage... 

39. The point is—this man, along with a great multitude, waited beside the waters for something NOT 

coming...  

40. That is—these poor invalids were looking for healing from the traditions of men—they were helpless and 

foolish... 

41. A.W. Pink—"This pool was the object in which the great multitude placed all their hopes. They were 

waiting for its waters to be troubled so that  its curative property might heal them. But they waited in 

vain..." 

42. Now—it's here I think Arthur Pink makes a helpful suggestion—that the pool symbolized an empty 

Judaism...  

43. The majority of the Jews were trusting in the law that was never meant to save them, but point them to 

Christ... 

44. But unfortunately, such thinking didn't end with the Jews, for think of the multitudes who seek healing at 

the pool of false religion... 

45. [3] Man by nature is miserable, v5—"Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight 

years..."  

46. The word rendered "infirmity" by the NKJV literally means "weakness" and can refer to all sorts of 

weaknesses... 

47. From v6 we learn that this man was unable to put himself in the pool—thus indicating he was likely an 

invalid... 

48. Now—I don't need to be overly graphic—but poor invalids in this culture, were without government 

assistance... 

49. They were left to beg and starve—there is little doubt this man hadn't changed his clothing for months or 

years... 

50. He must have been very filthy, and no doubt reeked greatly—he was a very pitiful, pathetic, and miserable 

sight... 

51. Behold—my friends—a graphic but accurate picture of you and I by nature—in fact, the entire human race 

by nature... 

 

II.  The NATURE of Salvation—vv6-13  

 

1. V6—"When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, 

He said to Him, Do you want to be made well.." 

2. How—Jesus knew that he had been in that condition for a long time—we are not told—perhaps he could 

tell by the way he looked... 

3. There is no doubt that the man was a pitiful sight—having been a poor invalided for 38 years no doubt 

took a toll on him... 

4. Or else, our Savior simply knew about this man because of His divinity—as the Son of God He knew all 

things... 

5. Either way—our Savior asks him an interesting question—"Do you want to be made well"—do you wish 

to be healed... 

6. V7—"The sick man answered Him, Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; 

but while I am coming, another steps down before me..." 

7. Here we learn that regardless whether an angel actually stirred the water—this poor cripple believed that 

tradition... 

8. V8—"Jesus said to him, Rise, take up your bed and walk. And immediately the man was made well, took 

up his bed, and walked..." 
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9. Notice—the man immediately obeyed the command of Christ—"Rise, take up your bed and walk"—which 

implies he could not walk previously... 

10. V8—"And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked"—the healing was in total 

and immediate... 

11. [1] Salvation is specific—the first thing I want you to notice is, the specific and particular nature of this 

healing... 

12. From v3 we learned—there was a great multitude of people lying next to pool—and yet Christ focuses on 

one... 

13. V6—"When Jesus saw him lying there"—Christ doesn't address all the others—but is concerned about this 

one... 

14. His concerns are specific—He came to the pool for a specific reason—He was after ONE particular 

person... 

15. Now—let me remind you of the distinction between the general and specific call—the general goes out to 

all men... 

16. As the gospel is preached—every person who hears that message—is invited and commanded to come to 

Christ... 

17. But—because man by nature is not only blind but deaf—because he is lame and paralyzed—he can not 

and does not come... 

18. Thus—God comes to some with the word of the gospel in a unique way to certain individual and specific 

people... 

19. Why these people—are they any better than the rest—are they smarter, less blind, less lame, less 

paralyzed... 

20. Jn.10:2-3—"He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the 

sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out..." 

21. A.W. Pink—"This miracle of healing was a parable in action. It sets before us a vivid illustration of God's 

work of grace in the spiritual realm. Just as the condition of that impotent multitude depicts the depravity 

of Adam's fallen race, so Christ's singling out this individual and healing him, portrays the sovereign grace 

of Him who singles out and saves His own elect..." 

22. [2] Salvation is gracious, v6—"When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that 

condition a long time..." 

23. These words are so beautiful—"When Jesus saw him lying there"—when Christ saw him in his miserable 

condition... 

24. This statement allows entrance into the heart of Christ—His heart was moved with compassion for this 

man... 

25. Ezek.16:6—"And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your 

blood, Live! Yes, I said to you in your blood, Live..." 

26. The imagery within this passage is very graphic—the nation is described as a newly born and abandoned 

baby... 

27. But—v6 describes God as a gracious and compassionate Father, who pities her and adopts her to be His 

own... 

28. My friends—this is precisely what we have in John 5—here's this poor creature helpless and abandoned in 

his filth... 

29. Eph.2:4—"But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ..." 

30. [3] Salvation is powerful, v8—"Jesus said to him, Rise, take up our bed and walk. And immediately the 

man was made well, took up his bed, and walked..."  

31. Now—I want to remind you of something I've said before—and that's the relation to our Savior's miracles 

and teaching... 

32. More often than not—our Savior uses a miracle to illustrate His teaching—the two combine to teach a 

common theme.. 

33. For example, in the first part of chapter 6, He feels the multitude, and then He teaches them He's the Bread 

of Life... 

34. Well—the same is true in chapter 5—He heals the cripple, in order to illustrate two closely related truths, 

He'll underscore in His teaching... 



 5 

35. These two truths are found in v9—"And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 

And that day was the Sabbath..." 

36. [a] The power of His word—that is—that His word contains in it—the power to heal the soul and the 

body... 

37. [b] The honor of His person—that is—He performs this miracle on the Sabbath as Lord and Sovereign of 

Sabbath... 

38. Jn.5:24-25—"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, I 

say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those 

who hear will live..." 

 

III. The RESPONSE to Salvation—vv14-15  

 

1. V14—"Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, See, you have been made well. Sin no 

more, lest a worse thing come upon you..." 

2. [1] An exhortation—"See, you have been made well. Sin no more"—that is—no longer live as you once 

did... 

3. In other words—don't live as if nothing has happened—but be mindful of the radical change that has 

occurred... 

4. Thus—when our Savior tells him—"sin no more"—He isn't implying that the man could live without 

sinning... 

5. But again—He's simply telling him—not to live in the same manner—no longer live as you previously 

did... 

6. Jn.8:11—"She said, 'No one, Lord.' And Jesus said to her, 'neither do I condemn you; go and sin no 

more'..." 

7. Furthermore, in telling him to sin no more, He obviously implies the opposite, that is, that he now live for 

Christ...  

8. Remember—not sinning is more than failure to break the law, but it includes positive obedience to the 

law...  

9. [2] A warning—"See, you have been made well.  Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you"—

something worse than his previous condition... 

10. Now—it seems that our Savior is implying that his condition was the direct result of his prior behavior and 

sin... 

11. This could be true—it's possible that his condition was the direct judgment of God because of personal 

sin... 

12. Yet—we know from another account in John's gospel, that not all sickness is the direct result of our own 

sin... 

13. Jn.9:1-3—"Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked 

Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him..." 

14. Thus—even in the case of this man, it's not sure his condition of 38 years was the direct result of his own 

sin... 

15. Our Savior simply tells him—now that you've been made well, stop sinning or else something worse may 

come... 

16. 2Pet.2:20—"For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them 

than the beginning..." 

17. Thus—here is my single point—the reality of salvation is a powerful motivation for us to live radically 

differently... 

18. In short—I want to suggest this response that our Savior commands—entails at least the following three 

things... 

19. [a] That we humbly remember what we were—this is necessarily included in this command—"See, you 

have been made well..." 
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20. To understand that we have been made well—necessarily implies that we understand that we once was 

sick... 

21. Now—my friends, I am very aware that most of you did not live for 38 years in open and gross rebellion 

to God... 

22. But—every single one you, without exception, were born spiritually—"helpless, blind, lame, and 

paralyzed..." 

23. [b] That we forsake, repudiate, and hate our sin—"See, you have been made well. Sin no more (stop 

sinning)..." 

24. Now—as I've mentioned—this doesn't mean "become sinless"—but it does mean—stop living for 

yourself... 

25. 1Pet.4:1-3—"Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, 

for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time 

in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in 

doing the will of the Gentiles – when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking 

parties, and abominable idolatries..." 

26. [c] That we love, follow, and serve Jesus Christ—necessary related to stop sinning, is loving and serving 

Christ... 


