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Introduction  

1. Revelation 12 introduces the second half of the book, taking the reader back to the Garden of 

Eden and the launch of the cosmic conflict.  

a. Chapter 12 has two visions of the same subject: one short and from an earthy perspective 

(vv. 1–6), the other a fuller treatment and from a heavenly perspective (vv. 7–17).  

b. Both visions explain the reason why Christianity is largely hated in the world.  

2. The popular (dispensational) view of Revelation 12 is futuristic and focused on Israel in the 

last days. 

a. Thus, it is ethnic Israel, not the church, that is given refuge in a literal wilderness for her 

protection. Some suggest that Petra in Jordan will be the sanctuary for Israel in the 

Tribulation.  

b. Beale writes, “Such a temporal hiatus can be read into the text only by a prior end-time 

scheme which an interpreter brings to the text” (Revelation, A Shorter Commentary, 2015, 

loc. cit.). It is interpreting Revelation from charts, not Scripture.  

3. The biblical framework of Revelation is that of symbolism, using OT language and 

references to set forth spiritual truth, not requiring literal fulfillment. 

a. For example, is Satan really a red dragon with seven heads, ten horns and crowns?  

b. How, then, are we to understand, for example, the time frame as literal (language pointing 

to the 70
th

 week in Dan. 9:24–27)? 

Seventy is the number of totality or universality. It often symbolizes God’s wrath and 

indignation in its fullest sense (Zech. 12:1; Psa. 90:10; Isaiah 23:15). Jeremiah 27:7 

reveals that Israel’s 70-year captivity would end with Babylon’s judgment. Daniel sees 

the 70 weeks as God’s full judgment on Israel’s rebellion (9:24). Daniel focuses on these 

“weeks” as signifying God’s plan to bring in His kingdom of everlasting righteousness.  
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The time frame depicts the woman’s wilderness retreat in three distinct but synonymous 

ways: 42 months or “time, times and half a time” (3 ½ years). There is a pattern in these 

time measurements—42 months – 1,260 days – 1,260 days – 42 months. This time frame 



covers the period that the church is persecuted by its enemies, but also the time she is 

protected by God.  

4. Today, we want to focus on the war as it relates to the church now in the trenches.  

a. We need to understand Satan’s strategy and devices. 

b. We need to comprehend the dangers that believers face in the conflict because Satan is a 

formidable foe. 

c. We need to know how God has planned to protect His own in the midst of battle. 

I. The Assault 

1. Satan’s objective is to destroy Christ and His kingdom. 

a. The woman plays the primary role because Satan deceived a woman in the beginning; now 

God will use the woman to defeat Satan and restore His creation.  

b. The woman, as we have seen, represents the people of God in every age of redemptive 

history. 

c. It was though a woman that Christ entered the human race, and a woman (the bride of 

Christ) symbolizes the fruit of Christ’s life and sacrifice. 

2. There are four divisions of Satan’s assault. 

a. The first assault is from the declaration of Gen. 3:15 until Christ’s birth. His objective is to 

prevent it. 

1) The pre-flood angelic incursion to corrupt the seed  

2) The effort to dethrone God led by demonic powers at the Tower of Babel (Deut. 32:8, 9 

cf. Psa. 82)  

3) The difficult circumstances relating to the promised seed of Abraham  

4) The struggles—unbelief, fear, the curse of Balaam, the giants occupying the land, the 

lure of idolatry, internal conflicts, etc.—of the nation of Israel from the exodus through 

the conquest  

5) Efforts to destroy the developed nation as in the story of Esther and the plot of Haman 

Satan did not want the seed of the woman to be born.  

b. Satan’s efforts to kill the Christ by Herod the Great after His birth and later by angry Jews 

seeking to destroy Him, including their success at the cross 

God thwarted this in His resurrection and ascension. 

c. When Satan could not “devour” the child, He attacked the New Covenant people of God, 

the infant church. Almost immediately false teachers, worldliness, compromise, and 

apostasy plagued her.  

d. When Satan did not succeed in destroying the infant church through corruption, he began 

to target “the rest of her seed”—the siblings of Christ, individual believers. 

This is where we are now.  



II. The Strategy  

1. John develops Satan’s strategy in two ways: who he is and what he does. 

a. He is a dragon, the OT persecutor of God’s people (Psa. 74:13, 14; Isa. 27:1). John is 

replaying the exodus. 

b. The ancient serpent, the cunning and sly tempter, points back to the Garden of Eden. 

c. He is a devil (slanderer and deceiver) and a satan (adversary)—the enemy slanders God’s 

motives in His commands and deceives God’s people into believing that disobedience is 

ultimately beneficial. 
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2. The dragon pursues the woman whom God has caused to escape to the wilderness, where He 

has protected and nourished her (Ex. 19:4; 1 Kings 19:4–8).  

a. The torrent of water from Satan’s mouth symbolizes deceptive teaching aimed at 

destroying the church’s faith and life (Rev. 2:2; 6, 14, 15, 20–24; see 1 John 4:1–6; Isa. 

43:2).  

b. God stops the attack by opening the earth to swallow up the flood, a clear reference to 

Numbers 16:31–33.  

III. The Defense  

1. The war in heaven (vv. 7–9) symbolically describes Satan’s defeat at the resurrection of 

Christ.  

a. Satan lost his place in the divine council because Jesus destroyed any leverage Satan had 

with the justice of God in prosecuting sins of believers.  Jesus paid the sin debt.  

b. Christ’s ascension and enthronement forever ruined Satan’s accusations, for Christ is a 

powerful defense attorney before God’s throne.  

2. The dragon wages war is on those who “keep the commandments of God and hold to the 

testimony of Jesus” (v. 17).  

a. Jesus is Himself the sum of the OT commandments of God. He is the believer’s 

righteousness.  

b. The true “seed” of the woman are those who have “purified [their] souls by obedience to 

the truth [the gospel] for [the purpose of] a sincere brotherly love [which is the NT 

expression of the commandments] (1 Pet. 1:22; see Rom. 13:8–14).  

3. The “testimony of Jesus” likely refers to His promise to keep His own to the end.  



a. “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of 

trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth” (3:10; John 

17:11–15).  

b. “Who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5, how? by Christ’s intercession).  

Use  

“The woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God” (v. 6). 

1. Place translates the Greek topos, which is used in Scripture to refer to God’s sanctuary, the 

place of His presence and protection. 

2. Jesus rebuked the church in Ephesus because they “abandoned the love you had at first.” If 

they did not repent, He would come and “remove your lampstand from its place [topos]” 

(Rev. 2:5).  

3. Could it be that an unfaithful and unrepentant church will be removed from God’s protection 

and succumb to Satan’s assault?  


