
“Our Marriage to Christ” 

Romans 7:4 

(Preached at Trinity, October 19, 2008) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we’ve seen, Chapter 7 is a continuation of the previous chapter. In Verse 14 of 

Chapter 6 Paul makes the bold statement, 

Romans 6:14 – “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace.” 
A. The Law was weak in that it provided no change in the heart. It made demands 

that we could not fulfill. The Law offered us no means of righteousness to 

justification. It has no power to subdue sin. In fact, due to the sinfulness of our 

hearts, the Law only served to enliven sin within us.  

B. Under grace we do not look to the Law as a means to justification.  We also do 

not look to the Law as the means to sanctification. Only grace can make us right 

before God. 

2. As Chapter 7 opens Paul is still maintaining a focus on the place of the Law.   

A. Paul opens with an illustration: A wife is bound to her husband as long as he is 

alive but when the husband dies the wife is no longer bound to him and is free to 

marry another. Paul is using this to illustrate that Christian has died to the Law 

and is now bound to Christ.  

B. Paul’s point in Verses 1-4 is that the Christian has died to the Law. You must die 

to the one before you are free to marry another.  

3. Paul affirms the meaning of his illustration Verse 4 

Romans 7:4 – “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by 
the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.” 

4. We have died to the Law in order that we might be married to another -  that we might be 

united to Christ in an intimate relationship. 

Salvation is a change of relationship. Before our salvation our relationship to God was 

through the Law.  The Law demanded perfection and so we stood condemned.  After our 

salvation our relationship to God is through Christ.  We stand before God in His 

righteousness.  

Galatians 2:19-20 – “For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God.  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

5. This morning I want to focus your attention on our relationship with Christ – our 

marriage to Him.  

Romans 7:4 – “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by 
the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.” 
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6. In Romans 5 I preached a message titled, “Our Union with Christ.”  I focused on how we 

have become one with Him so that we participate in His death, burial, and resurrection. 

Someone asked me why I didn’t speak more about what it means to be the bride of 

Christ.  It is because that passage had a very narrow scope. It dealt with our union with 

Christ as contrasted with our union with Adam. But here Paul is speaking specifically of 

our marriage to Christ. We died to the Law so that his marriage might take place. 

7. This morning I want to direct your attention to this glorious marriage.  

 

I. It is a union of permanence  

 A. Neither party will die 

1. In Verses 1-3 Paul describes the scenario of a marriage relationship 

ending by death 

2. This is a universal situation in this life – every marriage will end.  All are 

temporary.  This is a sad testimony to our fallen world. It is filled with this 

sorrow of death. To lose a mate is one of the greatest of sorrows.  

a. God has made us one flesh. The two become intimately linked and 

this connection only grows stronger. 

b. Death severs this connection and it results in great grief and 

emptiness.  

3. In Christ there is no death. 

 Revelation 21:4 – “And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.” 

 B. Neither party will leave the marriage 

1. This is an important aspect as we consider marriage today.  Most 

marriages today end in divorce. 

 50% for the first marriage 

 67% for the second marriage 

 74 % for the third marriage 

a. Selfishness, pride, envy, jealousy, bitterness, anger soon destroy 

the love and commitment that began the marriage. 

b. Most enter into the marriage covenant with a mind that it can 

easily be ended. Most enter into the marriage covenant with a 

Christless self-centeredness. 

2. Marriage to Christ is everlasting 

 Romans 8:35 – “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?” 
Romans 8:38-39 – “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come,  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

3. This is the promise of the New Covenant – it is the supernatural work of 

God.  

Jeremiah 32:40 – “And I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.” 
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4. We are Christ’s forever 

Song of Solomon 7:10 – “I am my beloved's, and his desire is 
toward me.” 
Song of Solomon 6:3 – “I am my beloved's, and my beloved is 
mine” 

 

II. It is a union of privilege - There are many privileges that come as a result of our marriage 

to Christ 

 A. We have access to the Father because we are married to His Son. 

Ephesians 1:6 – “To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved.” 

  1. None but the bride of our Lord has access to the Father 

John 14:6 – “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

  2. In Christ the Father is always ready to receive us 

 B. The privilege of bearing the name of Christ – His name becomes our name 

  1. When a lady gets married she takes the name of her husband 

She becomes identified with him. The concept of a lady refusing to take 

the name of her husband is a perverse thing. It demonstrates a Christless 

mindset. 

2. When we enter into union with Christ we take His name. We become 

“Christ-ones.”  We become identified with all that pertains to Him.  

  3. His is the greatest of names. 

  4. We bear it proudly 

1 Corinthians 1:31 – “That, according as it is written, He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 

  5. How unnatural for a Christian to take His name in vain. 

 C. The privilege of bearing the reputation of Christ  

  1. A wife partakes of the good standing of her husband 

She could come from an upstanding family but if she marries a drunkard 

and sluggard she becomes known as the wife of this unsavory character. 

She could be born in poverty, however, but if she marries into wealth and 

royalty her status increases dramatically. 

2. As the bride of Christ we bear His good standing before God 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 – “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption:”   

   a. Christ is holy, we are holy 

   b. Christ is beloved of the Father, we are beloved of the Father 

   c. God looked upon Christ and said, 

    “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

    He now looks upon us with this favor 

3. We bear His good standing before the world 

Luke 2:52 – “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.” 

 a. The world despises Christ but no one can question His character 
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 b. At His trial they tried desperately to accuse Him 

Matthew 26:59-60 – “Now the chief priests, and elders, and 
all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him 
to death;  60 But found none: yea, though many false 
witnesses came, yet found they none. . .” 

 c. In Christ we should bear the same reputation 
1 Peter 2:11-12 – “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul;  12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by 
your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.” 

 C The privilege of sharing the possessions of Christ 

1. We were all born in infinite poverty, destitute of any good thing. We 

possessed nothing of value to God, in fact we are all born in debt – an 

infinite debt. 

2. In Christ He has paid our debt and granted us infinite abundance 
 John 10:10 – “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” 

  3. That which belongs to Christ has become ours – we are joint-heirs 
Romans 8:16-17 – “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God:  17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together.” 

  4. We will someday reign with Him. 
1 Corinthians 6:2-3 – “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge 
the smallest matters?  3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how 
much more things that pertain to this life?” 

 D. The privilege of knowing the love of Christ like no one else does 
Ephesians 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it;  26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word,  27 That he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish. 

  1. The people of this world can never know the love of Christ 

  2. Jesus has poured His infinite love upon us 

 

III. Not only is it a marriage of permanence and privilege, It is a marriage of protection 

 A. A husband stands as a source of strength and security for his wife 

1. It isn’t popular to say this in today’s hyper feminist culture, but God 

created the woman as the weaker vessel and her husband is to provide and 

for her and protect her. 

2. The Godly husband is concerned for the needs of his wife. 

 B. Jesus is concerned about the needs of His bride 

  1. He feeds us through the milk of His Word. 

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
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2. As our great and powerful King He protects us from all His and our 

enemies 
Psalm 18:2-3 – “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my 
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the 
horn of my salvation, and my high tower.  3 I will call upon the LORD, who 
is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.” 

 

IV. Not only is it a marriage of permanence, of privilege, and of protection.  

 It is a marriage of productivity 

 A. One of the purposes of marriage is procreation 

  1. It is God’s purpose that marriage result in productivity 

Genesis 1:28 – “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” 

  2. We should see children as a great blessing 

 B. God has ordained that in Christ we be fruitful 

Matthew 13:23 – “But he that received seed into the good ground is he 
that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 

  1. Fruitless Christianity is no Christianity at all 

   a. To be fruitless is to take the great name of Christ in vain 

Exodus 20:7 – “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD 
thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain.” 

    aw>v' shav' - emptiness, vanity, nothingness 

   b. We are warned against fruitless profession 

2 Corinthians 6:1 – “We then, as workers together with him, 
beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain.” 

    The word for "vain" is keno,j – empty, vain, fruitless  

  2. Fruitful in righteousness – we’ll see more of this next week 

3. Fruitfulness in adding to the number of children of the Kingdom – the 

great work of evangelism. God blesses our labors with increase 

 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 – “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.  7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.” 

  4. Paul’s great desire was to prepare a bride for Christ    

2 Corinthians 11:2 – “For I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” 

 

Conclusion: 
1. It is an infinite blessing to be the bride of Christ.  

A. It is a marriage of permanence – unfailing and never ending. 

B. It is a marriage of privilege. The privilege of acceptance by the Father, of owning 

the name of Christ, of sharing in the reputation of Christ, in the wealth of Christ. 

C. It is a marriage of protection – nothing shall ever conquer us. Our great King 

protects us.  
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Isaiah 54:17 – “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. 
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness 
is of me, saith the LORD.” 

D. It is a marriage of productivity – We bear much fruit. 

2. Are you married to Christ? Is He your great love?  Are you faithful to Him alone? 

 

 


