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Well, let’s turn in our Bibles, please, to the book of Proverbs chapter one, the book of 
Proverbs, the first chapter.   
 
Now in our Sunday evenings together we have begun a study of the book of Proverbs 
having completed our study in the book of Genesis.  Last Lord’s Day we introduced the 
book and now, today, we launch into the exposition of the first part of the first chapter.   
 
William Arnot, who wrote a commentary on the book of Proverbs, has entitled that book 
Laws from Heaven for Life on Earth.  I like that. We need laws from heaven to guide us 
as to how we are to live upon this earth. God has given us those principles and those 
principle are contained in this book of Proverbs.  We need laws to live by.  We need 
principles upon which to function if we are to make wise decisions, decisions we can live 
with, decisions whose outcomes are a blessing to us and tot hose who are part of our 
lives. And this, of course, is what the book of Proverbs gives us, principles that are short, 
pithy statements that contain a large amount of wisdom wrapped up in the fewest possible 
words. 
 
A proverb simply makes a truth stand out in a very concise fashion.   
 
Now in verses one through six of this chapter which will be the object of our 
consideration this evening, the book of Proverbs commends itself to its reader and it tells 
us what it is going to do for us if we meditate in it and if we implement the instruction it 
provides us with.   
 
So follow along, then, as I read Proverbs chapter one verses one through six. 
 

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; To know 
wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; To 
receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; To 
give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.  A 
wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 
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understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb, 
and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.1 

 
In the first place then, this evening, let us consider together the purpose of this book. 
Now we ask ourselves the question: Why was the book of Proverbs written?  What was 
God attempting to accomplish in causing this book to be penned and included in the 
inspired Scriptures? 
 
Well, in verses two through four the value and the purpose of the book is set forth. Here 
is the value and the purpose of the book: 
 

To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 
To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 
To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and 
discretion.2 

 
That is the reason why the book was written, to accomplish all of those goals in 
relationship to those particular individuals that are mentioned in that section.   
 
So in considering together, then, the purpose of the book, we want to consider that the 
first purpose for which it was given is so that we might have proper dealings with the 
truth.  It was written so that we might have proper dealings with the truth. 
 
Notice verse one it says its purpose is, “To know wisdom and instruction; [and] to 
perceive words of understanding.”3 
 
He tells us that he wrote this book so that we would know wisdom.  The word “know” 
means to be acquainted with, to receive to one’s self, have a conscious knowledge of. 
And he wants us to know and receive and have a conscious knowledge of wisdom.   
 
Now one might ask: What is wisdom?   
 
There are various definitions that are offered. One that I like a great deal says that 
wisdom is seeing and responding to life’s situations from God’s frame of reference.  
Wisdom is seeing and responding to life’s situations from God’s frame of reference. And 
so if we can see life in situations as God sees them and we can respond to them as God 
would respond to them, then we are people who possess wisdom.   
 
Another person has said that wisdom is the ability to do the right thing in the right way 
for the right end or goals or purposes, to choose the best means to achieve the best ends.  
And so wisdom is simply the capacity and the ability to respond rightly to every 
circumstance, every situation, every person, every event that occurs in our life so that we 
wind up with a godly outcome in the end as a result of that response. 

                                                
1 Proverbs 1:1-6.  
2 Proverbs 1:2-4.  
3 Proverbs 1:2.  
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Now, one might say, “Why should I be interested in gaining wisdom? What is the value 
of wisdom?” 
 
Well, this book is abundant in its declarations regarding the value and benefits that 
wisdom accrue to us.  Turn, for example, to chapter three verses 13 through 18.  In 
Proverbs three verses 13 through 18 it tells us of the benefits of wisdom.  It says: 
 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of 
silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than 
rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto 
her.  Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and 
honour.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.   
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one 
that retaineth her.4 

 
And so we see that wisdom brings to us happiness and pleasantness and peace and life 
and those things are more valuable than gold and silver and rubies and all the 
merchandise that one might locate upon the face of the earth. 
 
So if wisdom is this valuable, then it ought to be something that we pursue as a first 
priority in our life.  
 
Wisdom is further describe as to its benefits in chapter four of Proverbs, verses five 
through nine.  In chapter four verse five it says: 
 

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the 
words of my mouth.  Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love 
her, and she shall keep thee.  Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get 
wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.  Exalt her, and she 
shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost 
embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of 
glory shall she deliver to thee.5 

 
So here we are told wisdom brings to us preservation and honor and grace and glory. 
 
So think of the list.  Wisdom brings to us happiness and pleasantness and peace and life 
and preservation and honor and grace and glory.  Are those things important to you?   
 
Well, if you would have them, you must obtain wisdom in order to gain them.  
 
And so this is the reason why the book of Proverbs was written, precisely in order to give 
us this wisdom so that we could have these benefits and blessings and these outcomes in 
                                                
4 Proverbs 3:13-18.  
5 Proverbs 4:5-9. 



Page 4 of 13 
 

our lives.  One of the reasons why people have such lousy outcomes in their lives is 
because they make very unwise choices.  And all of us can look on our past and think of 
times when we made really dumb choices that weren’t wise at all and we are, to this very 
day, experiencing the impacts and the effects of those choices. 
 
Well, had we had God’s wisdom and had we made wise choices at those points in time 
we wouldn’t be suffering the pain of our bad outcomes that we currently are 
experiencing. And also if we want to have good outcomes in the future, today is the time 
to start using wisdom and gaining wisdom so that we make those sound choices which 
bring to us happiness and pleasantness and peace and life and preservation and honor and 
grace and glory. 
 
So the book of Proverbs is, first of all, given to us in order that we might know wisdom.  
But it doesn’t stop there. It says it is also given that we might know instruction.  
 
Now instruction, the word here, means correction or chastisement because the book of 
Proverbs not only informs the mind with truth, it also corrects us from error. And so we 
do this. We instruct our children, don’t we.  When they start to go astray we say, “Stop 
that.  You need to go over here and you need to do this. You need to act in this fashion so 
that you don’t wind up getting into trouble and having bad outcomes.” 
 
And so the Word of God not only tells us the right thing to do, it also instructs us to avoid 
the wrong things as well. 
 
And then, thirdly, it says in verse two that it shall tell us wisdom and instruction and 
enable us to perceive the words of understanding.   
 
And the word “perceive” here simply means to discern. And so Proverbs teaches us 
wisdom. Proverbs teaches us correction or instruction. And Proverbs teaches us 
discernment.   
 
Now the ability to discern is critical if we are not to be led astray by others. It says here 
that it is given to us to be able to discern words of understanding.  That is, it enables us to 
discern what an intelligent, wise and appropriate discourse is and what a foolish, unwise 
discourse consists of.  
 
And so when you hear something, when you hear someone say something you don’t just 
automatically just take it in, but rather what you have to do is be able to discern.  Are 
these words of understanding or are these words of foolishness? 
 
So when we hear something, some learned discourse or some popular statement, we need 
to be sharp enough and discerning enough to know if it is of value and, therefore it should 
be embraced or if it is harmful and, therefore, should be rejected.   
 
And so the Proverbs help us to tell if these are good words, if it is good counsel or if it is 
not.   
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Now as we look at verse two we see what the purpose of the book of Proverbs is: to teach 
us wisdom, to teach us instruction or correction, to teach us discernment with reference to 
whether a discourse is wise or whether it is unwise.  It is clear that if the book is written 
to teach us these things we don’t have them in our native condition. If we must be taught 
wisdom and corrected from wrong views and ways and taught discernment, clearly it is 
not a natural part of our makeup.  Man is born without wisdom. Man is born without 
discernment and man will continue to be foolish all the days of his life unless he is taught 
these things.  And that is the purpose of this book. 
 
And so the understanding has to be trained to distinguish between the good and the bad, 
between the true and the false, between the wholesome and the evil.   
 
Now Solomon, who is the author of this book, recognized the deficiency of his own life. 
And when God came to him in 1 Kings chapter three and said, “Solomon, tell me what 
you want and I will give it to you,” he said, “A new Cadillac.” 
 
Well, that wasn’t what he said.  He didn’t ask for long life. He didn’t ask for riches.  He 
didn’t ask for a gigantic kingdom.  He said to God in 1 Kings three and verse nine, “Give 
therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern 
between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?”6 
 
And, you see, Solomon recognized he didn’t have an understanding heart. And he 
recognized in and of himself he couldn’t tell the difference between good and bad. And 
so he prayed and he said, “God, give me the ability to tell what is good and what is bad.  
Give me an understanding heart.” 
 
And do we ever need this for ourselves today?  There are a thousand voices clamoring at 
us from every direction telling us, “Do this, do that. Don’t do this. Don’t do that.” And 
how are we ever going to sort it all out?   
 
We have to be able to discern between good and bad.  Our mind has to be trained. Our 
judgment has to be trained and so the book of Proverbs has been given to us in order to 
guide us with reference to these issues.  
 
And so if we persist in mental sloth, in indifference and apathy, we will wind up having 
the outcomes that are described of the fools in this book. And so every event and every 
action and every choice and every idea needs to be analyzed and it needs to be assessed 
in the light of God’s Word. 
 
In Psalm 119 and verse 30 the psalmist said, “I have chosen the way of truth.”7  And how 
did he know he had chosen the way of truth?  Because he goes on to say,  “Thy 
judgments have I laid before me.”8 

                                                
6 1 Kings 3:9.  
7 Psalm 119:30.  
8 Ibid.  
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And so whatever God’s judgment was about this issue or about that idea or about this 
behavior, he kept that in front of him. He allowed that to be the guide for his thinking and 
his actions and, as a result, he knew when he went according to it, he was going 
according to the way of truth and not according to the way of error. 
 
So this, then, is the first purpose of this book. It is to help us have proper dealings with 
truth.   
 
But there is a second purpose for which this book was written and that is it was written 
not only that we would have proper dealings with truth, but also that we would have 
proper dealings with persons, that we would have proper dealings with persons. 
 
Now notice if you will verse three. He goes on to describe the purpose of proverbs. He 
says it is, “To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity.”9 
 
Now we have already talked about wisdom and we won’t go over that territory again, but 
he introduces to us three new words here: justice, judgment and equity. And, of course, 
justice has to do with the way we treat other people, our fellow man, doing what is right 
according to God’s law towards them.  Judgment has to do with evaluating how we are 
going to deal with this person in this situation or that situation. And equity simply has to 
do with integrity and honesty and truth and transparency in faithfulness to one’s word in 
dealing with other people. 
 
In other words, not only do we need to have a right understanding of truth, but we also 
need to have a right ability to take that truth and then apply it with judgment and justice 
and equity in the way in which we deal with people and implement that truth in 
relationships. 
 
And so Proverbs doesn’t just fill us with a bunch of truth—though it certainly does that. 
It then goes beyond that and tells us how to use this in a way that is just, in a way that is 
equitable, in a way that manifests righteousness in the way in which we deal with the 
people that are around us.  
 
Now clearly once again we are not naturally people of righteousness and justice and 
equity and we need to be trained in it and this book provides us with that kind of training.   
 
And then there is a third reason why this book was written, a third purpose of the book 
and that is not only to help us to have proper dealings with the truth, not only to help us 
have proper dealings with persons, but then to develop within us personal maturity, to 
develop within us personal maturity. 
 
Now notice if you will verse four.  He goes on to describe a further purpose.  “To give 
subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.”10 
                                                
9 Proverbs 1:3.  
10 Proverbs 1:4.  
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Now a simple person is one who is naïve. He is one who is inexperienced. The word 
simple here literally means open hearted.  And it is a description of one whose heart 
stands wide open to every influence of other people that comes along. He is one who 
allows himself to be easily led astray and persuaded. And you remember the Bible tells us 
to, “[Guard] our hearts with all diligence; [because] out of it are the issues of life.”11 
 
And so you don’t just let anything flow into there.  You are closed hearted in the sense 
that you don’t just allow anyone’s idea to come into your heart to reside within your heart 
and then direct the behavior of your life because that is what is there.  A simple person, 
he just takes in everything that comes along, believes everything that comes along and 
acts on everything that comes along whatever it is without any discretion or discernment.  
 
In Proverbs 14 and verse 15 it says, “The simple believeth every word: but the prudent 
man looketh well to his going.”12 
 
And so a simple person is one who allows himself to be easily led astray and persuaded.  
Well, such a person needs prudence. And so when it says here to give subtilty to the 
simple here in verse four, the word subtilty here conveys the idea of the ability to think 
through something accurately, not to be deceived and taken in by every good sounding 
statement that comes along, someone who has subtilty or prudence, perhaps, would be a 
better translation of this word.  It is someone who has the ability to discriminate between 
truth and error.   
 
Now it goes on to say, “To give prudence to the simple or subtilty to the simple.” And 
then it describes who this simple person most likely is. “To the young man knowledge 
and discretion.”13 
 
Now the word here for young man means the stage from infancy to adulthood. It speaks 
of the immaturity that is impressionable and has yet to obtain mental and moral firmness. 
And so young people especially need to have installed into those simple open hearts 
biblical godly principles that will guide and direct them into choices they make so that 
they are wise and so that they are not led astray easily by the wicked.  And so they need 
principles that function like tent stakes in their lives that are driven in deep and hold fast 
to stabilize his mind, to guide his mind, to guard his mind, to anchor his mind against the 
winds of opinion and persuasion and peer pressure that come along because young people 
especially are at the mercy of those who are around them and tend to imitate and follow 
whoever happens to be bringing influence to bear upon them. 
 
And so this young man especially who is simple needs to gain prudence and knowledge 
and discretion so that he has the ability to understand what these people are encouraging 
me to do and whether it is right or not and whether I ought to follow it.   
 

                                                
11 Proverbs 4:23.  
12 Proverbs 14:15.  
13 Proverbs 1:4.  
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So one who has discretion is one who has the capability to comprehend what the truth is 
and then to formulate a patterned behavior that is congruent with that truth irrespective of 
the external influences that are brought to bear upon him.   
 
Here is someone who can think his way biblically through a situation or a moral 
difficulty and solve it properly. That is a person that has discretion.   
 
And so one of our chief goals as parent should be in the raising of our children is to teach 
them discretion so that they make better choices than we did because they make more 
biblical choices than we made. And if we teach them these things, then when error and 
deception and corruption come along and knock on the door of their heart and say, “Let 
me in,” they will say, “Sorry, no entrance.  I know better than to follow that because 
God’s Word says this.” 
 
So by listening to the book of Proverbs one can save himself the slower and more painful 
process of learning in the school of hard knocks because there are no end of people who 
are ready to take advantage of the simple person and the young person.  And, therefore, 
we need to be on guard for them and we need to teach them these principles. And if we 
have not yet learned them ourselves we need to teach them to ourselves. 
 
In 1 Thessalonians five and verse 21 it says, “Prove all things.”14  Put all things to the test 
of Scripture and then hold fast to that which is in agreement with that Scripture and 
thereby you will be preserved. 
 
So this, then, is the purpose of the book of Proverbs.  It is to tell us how to have proper 
dealings with truth, what is truth and what is not, how to have proper dealings with 
persons. How shall I treat those around me and how to develop maturity in myself to 
overcome my simplicity and the ignorance and the arrogance of youth so that I might 
have myself protected from those who would come along and seek to take advantage of 
me and direct me into the wrong paths of behavior.  
 
These things for a Christian are exceedingly important and therefore, to study the book of 
Proverbs is exceedingly important as well because it is through this book that we shall 
gain these advantages.   
 
Well, that brings us, then, to our second major point this evening. Having seen the 
purpose of the book of Proverbs notice secondly the response to the book.  
 
Now having declared what the purpose of the book is notice what the response ought to 
be in verses five and six. Here is the response.  
 

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb, 
and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.15 

                                                
14 1 Thessalonians 5:21.  
15 Proverbs 1:5-6.  
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Notice, first of all, that a wise man will hear.  When the book of Proverbs is opened up 
and preached and presented, those who are wise will be sitting here like this.  And they 
will be making every effort to take in every word, absorb every word and to implement 
every word that is contained in this book.   
 
“A wise man will hear.”16 
 
Well, he doesn’t have the attitude, “Well, I am already wise. I know that.  I have heard all 
that before.” 
 
Do you want to measure how wise you are?  Ask yourself.  How well do I listen 
regarding something I think I already know all about?   
 
Now this book is to teach wisdom. But here in verse five it says, “A wise man will hear.” 
 
Well, if he is already wise, what does he need to hear for? This book is to teach wisdom.  
He has already go it.  Don’t need the book of Proverbs.  And what it tells us is someone 
who has already attained to the wisdom of the book of Proverbs will be the most eager to 
hear that wisdom again and again and again and again so that it will become cemented 
into his brain so that he will be able to be reminded and so that he will be able to better 
convey those things to others.  And so a wise man is someone who has a receptive and 
attentive ear and, of course, we must be hearers and learners before we can ever be 
teachers. 
 
And so a wise man is someone who is always listening and never shuts off something 
because I already know that.   
 
Secondly, it says he will not only increase... he will not only hear, but it says also he will 
increase learning.  That is, he will not hear and ignore.  He will take it into his mind. He 
will absorb it. He will meditate on it. He will make it part of his life.  Because the wiser 
we are, the more we know how much we don’t know.  And the more we know how much 
we need to learn.   
 
And so therefore it says in Philippians three and verse 12, the apostle Paul speaking, the 
man who wrote half the New Testament who saw Jesus Christ face to face, who had the 
ability to do miracles and who was an apostle who achieved more than they all said of 
himself, “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.”17 
 
In other words, this man at the peak of his abilities and capacities said, “I am not there 
yet. I have got more to gain. I need to press on in my knowledge and understanding and 
in my faithfulness.” 
                                                
16 Proverbs 1:5.  
17 Philippians 3:12.  
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And in 1 Corinthians eight and verse two it says, “And if any man think that he knoweth 
any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.”18 
 
And so a wise man will increase learning. He will not be content with what he has got.  
He always want more.   
 
I think I have told the story before of a pastor I met many years in my home in 
Sacramento and I had invited him home for lunch. He had visited my church and when he 
walked into my office and saw my books he said, “Nice library you got here.” He said, “I 
gave my away several years ago.” 
 
And I said, “Why did you do that?” 
 
He says, “Well,” he says, “I was pastor for many years.” And he said, “I developed, you 
know, a couple of thousand messages.” And he said, “I am a traveling evangelist now and 
I don’t need to study anymore. I just reproach my old messages.” 
 
And basically what he was saying is, “I don’t need to learn anymore. I can just rest in 
what I already know and just repeat what I already know and I don’t need to grow and 
gain in wisdom and understanding anymore.” 
 
He was going to just coast.  But do you know what happens when you stop increasing in 
understanding.  You don’t just stay static. You start to lose the understanding that you 
had and you begin to decline more and more and more in the departure from that truth 
because truth is something we have to constantly work to just maintain, much less 
increase it.   
 
And so the wise man knows he never has enough wisdom. He recognizes the need to 
constantly add to it.   
 
It says in Proverbs nine and verse nine, “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be 
yet wiser.”19 
 
In Proverbs 18 and verse 15 it says, “The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the 
ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.”20 
 
And so we never get to the point to where, “Well, I know enough.” 
 
And so I have found it to be true in my own life that those who know the most are the 
ones who are the most open to receive more.   
 

                                                
18 1 Corinthians 8:2.  
19 Proverbs 9:9.  
20 Proverbs 18:15.  



Page 11 of 13 
 

You have heard people say, “A little bit of knowledge is a dangerous thing.”  One of the 
reasons why it is so dangerous is because it makes a person think they are a know it all. 
The more a person knows the more they realize how much they don’t know, the more 
humble they get and the more they desire to learn to grow. And this is the attitude of 
those who are truly wise.” 
 
Jesus said in Luke eight and verse 18, “Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that 
which he seemeth to have.”21 
 
And so if you have a hearing a ear and you have a thirst for wisdom and you have the 
humility to listen and learn, God is going to give you more.  And if you think you already 
know it all and you don’t need to learn anymore, God is going to take away even what 
knowledge you may have and say, “He who has the wisdom to give heed will increase 
wisdom by doing so.” 
 
And in this book of Proverbs there is both milk for the babes and meat for the strong.  No 
one is above this book. Everyone has something more to learn from it, even those who 
are already wise.  
“A 
Now look, if you will, at the second half of verse five.  It says, “A man of understanding 
shall attain unto wise counsels.”22 
 
Now a man of understanding is one who lets himself be informed and he shall attain, it 
says, to wise counsels.  And the word here “wise counsels” literally means in the original 
Hebrew helmsmanship.   
 
Now a helmsman is someone who takes the wheel of the ship and he drives the ship and 
he guides it by turning the rudder with the wheel and turning it into the wind or whatever 
direction it needs to go.  And it says here a man of understanding shall attain unto the 
ability to guide his ship well is the idea. 
 
He will attain the ability to guide and direct his affairs with management and skill. He 
will discover and take to himself rules of conduct and regulating principles that will 
safely steer him through the troubled waters of this life. And so a receptive mind and a 
teachable mind will find out principles that will guide him and steer him through any 
situation. And so what we have in this book is a lighthouse and a compass.  And the 
helmsman will take that lighthouse and that compass and he will use them to guide 
himself to proper decisions, good destinations and godly outcomes.  
 
Well, verse six goes on to say that he will, “Understand a proverb, and the 
interpretation.”23 

                                                
21 Luke 8:18.  
22 Proverbs 1:5.  
23 Proverbs 1:6.  
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These Proverbs have to be interpreted. Often times the meaning is not right on the surface 
and you have to think and meditate and reflect.  And then it says he shall attain to, “The 
words of the wise, and their dark sayings.”24 
 
Now the reason why they are dark is not because they are evil.  The reason why they are 
dark is because they are deep.   
 
Now if you have ever been down to the river where it gets real shallow you can see right 
to the bottom, can’t you? But you go along and there is a big deep pool and you look in 
there and it is dark. Why is it dark?  Because it is really, really deep.  
 
And so there is a depth of wisdom that is contained in this book that requires a great deal 
of reflection, meditation and wisdom to draw out, but having drawn them out and having 
understood them and applied them to our lives, we derive huge benefits from it.   
 
So the point of the introduction to this book is that we have to realize our vulnerability to 
deception. And we have to realize our ignorance of the truth.  And when we realize our 
vulnerability to deception and we realize our ignorance to the truth and the dangers that 
those two things comprise, then we will go to this book with a ready mind, with an eager 
mind, with an outstretched mind longing and looking to understand what is in it so that 
we don’t wind up at the destiny of fools.   
 
This book will teach us wisdom, correct our false ideas and give us discernment. It will 
teach us how to respond rightly to God and our fellow man with integrity and 
uprightness.  These principles will stabilize and mature our minds and teach us to discern 
right from wrong and truth from error so we are not deceived.  And these principles will 
do all of these things if we come with a hearing, humble and teachable heart.   
 
The Bible tells us that the Queen of Sheba came 1200 miles to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon. And here we have the wisdom of Solomon two feet away from our eyes.  And 
will we not open this book, read this book, meditate on this book, strive to understand 
this book that is at our very fingertips?  Jesus said in Matthew 12 and verse 42 that the 
queen of the south [the Queen of Sheba] shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon.”25  And we won’t even crack our Bibles to do it.   
 
Jesus rebuked his generation for their complacency and for their indifference. And I trust 
that we as a people of God will not be complacent and indifferent to the wisdom of 
Solomon that is contained in this book, but that we will give ourselves diligently to the 
study of it, engage our minds, do the hard work of understanding and implementing the 
truths that are here. And if we do, then we will be able to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the Queen of Sheba in that great day and say, “Yes, we, too, heard the wisdom of 
Solomon that led us to Christ and led us to heaven and led us to God.” 
                                                
24 Ibid.  
25 Matthew 12:42.  
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May the Lord help us to embrace and to implement the truth that is contained in this book 
and achieve the goals for which it was written. 
 
Shall we pray together? 
 
Our Father, we thank you for this precious gift to us that would teach us wisdom and 
correction and discernment, that would teach us how to deal with other people, that 
would bring us to maturity, that would protect us from deception.  Father, may we hear.  
May we increase in learning. Father, may we guide our lives like the captain of a ship 
safely through the thousands of decisions we have to make because we guide them by the 
compass and lighthouse of this precious book.  Father, I pray that we would understand 
these Proverbs and their proper interpretation. Father, may we be able to plumb the 
depths of the wisdom they contain, draw it out and be able to apply it to our lives first 
and then help others, especially our children with these truths.  Father, we ask these 
things in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


