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Discovering God in Proverbs: Part 1 
Various Texts !

B.I: A personal relationship with YHWH (Jehovah God) is the reason 
those who “fear the Lord” need fear nothing else. !
     For three weeks now we have been studying the book of Proverbs, and 
you may have picked up on the fact that we have yet to expound upon one 
of the practical life issues that Solomon addresses. That would be an 
accurate observation. I am doing that on purpose in part because I think a 
solid foundation needs to be laid first, without which the practical 
proverbial teaching of this book will end up being little more than 
moralism. More importantly, however, I am doing it this way to 
demonstrate how one should approach the Bible no matter what portion 
of Scripture he/she may be studying.  

     I have often said, that when we come to a text of Scripture the first 
question we must ask is NOT “How does this passage apply to me?” but 
rather, “What does this passage teach me about God?” We refer to the 
Bible as revelation because it is designed to “reveal” something. And the 
most important thing it reveals or discovers to us is the Person and 
character of God. Who is God and what is He like? How does He relate to 
the universe, and to mankind? What involvement does He have in the 
lives of the righteous and the wicked, the wise man and the fool? These 
are all important questions, and they really need to be answered before we 
look at the “practical skills for living” that Proverbs offers us. Solomon 
knew that, and that’s why he repeatedly says in this book, “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding” (1:7; 9:10; 15:33).  

      In other words, knowing God comes first. Knowing God is the 
beginning of wisdom and is the prerequisite for wisdom. So if you want 
true wisdom for life, you must know the God who is the Author and 
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Sustainer of life. This morning, then, before we partake of the Lord’s 
Table together, I want to talk to you about the God of Proverbs. What 
does Solomon teach us about God in this amazing book of wisdom? 

      

     There is much to learn about God in Proverbs, but Solomon tends to 
refer to Him by four specific names. He is called “LORD,” “Holy One,” 
“God,” and “Redeemer.” Let’s spend some time looking at each one of 
these names and see what we can learn.  

!
I. God as “The LORD”: 

1. When Solomon speaks of God the most frequent term he uses is 
“Lord.” Now, I realize that “Lord” is a term that we all use when we 
speak about God or when we are praying to God. But frankly, the term 
often tends to be little more than a generic word for deity, the being who 
created us, or “the man upstairs.” For Solomon, however, the term meant 
much more than that.  

2. One of the difficulties we have in the English language is that we don’t 
have enough distinct words to use when speaking about God. One of the 
ways Bible translators have attempted to resolve this problem is by 
printing the word “Lord” different ways. In this case I want you to notice 
that your translation probably prints the word LORD in all capitol letters. 
For example, look at 1:7 where we have the first mention of “The fear of 
the LORD.” The “ORD” in LORD may be a smaller font size, but they 
tend to be all capitol letters. Why? Because the publisher of your Bible 
wants you to know that LORD represents a special name for God.  

3. When Lord contains lower case letters, it’s generally a reference to the 
name “Adonai.” But when LORD is spelled out with capitol letters it is 
always a reference to the name YHWH (or Jehovah). In the book of 
Proverbs, YHWH is the dominant name Solomon uses for God (87 
times). Why is that noteworthy? Its worthy of noting because YHWH is 
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the name that identifies the LORD as the eternal, covenant-keeping God. 
It reveals God’s nature in the highest and fullest sense possible. It stresses 
the absolute faithfulness and unchangeableness of God. It reveals that 
God steadfastly and wondrously remembers His word and executes it to 
the fullest degree”   on behalf of His people.    1 2

4. Beloved, do you know why life is better for people who live in the 
“fear of the Lord;” that is, people who love God by trusting in both His 
promises of blessing and His threats of discipline? Do you know why life 
is better for them? It is, in part, because of the unshakable security and 
stability we have in life come what may. People who live in “the fear of 
the Lord” are convinced that God is absolutely faithful and absolutely 
unchangeable; He never forgets a single promise He has made to us and 
he fulfills every one of them on our behalf. And that will never, ever 
change. 

5. We live in such a fearful generation. Even among Christians, fear is a 
major problem in the church. There are so many things to be anxious 
about. We get anxious about finances which gives rise to coveting, greed, 
hoarding and stealing. Fear of failure can lead to joylessness and 
irritability. Fear about relationships can provoke us to withdraw, or 
become indifferent and uncaring about people. Anxiety about how 
someone may respond to you can provoke the temptation to cover the 
truth or lie. Some people – even in the church – live in a perpetual state of 
fear, anxiety, and worry.  

7. If you are such a person you have probably read Jesus’ command “do 
not be anxious” (Mat. 6:25) as an unrealistic, compassionless law. 
“Commanding me not to fear does not alleviate my anxiety. It just makes 
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me more fearful knowing that God hates the fear that I feel.” But here’s 
the thing… Jesus is not simply laying down a law. Rather, He is offering 
us the solution; namely, God Himself.  

8. Jesus says (Matt. 6:26) “Your heavenly Father feeds the birds. Are you 
not worth much more than they?” (30)  “If God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will 
He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!”  

9. What is the antidote for fear? Is it NOT FAITH? Faith in who? Faith in 
our heavenly Father who has promised to take care of us. So when Jesus 
commands us not to fear He is really offering the antidote to fear, worry, 
and anxiety; namely, faith in God – which is the same thing as “The Fear 
of the Lord.” 

10. Listen, when fear begins to well up in your heart, the way Proverbs 
(and all of Scripture) would have us respond is by consciously replacing 
our fear of real or imagined circumstances with “The fear of the YHWH.” 
Instead of allowing ourselves to become overwhelmed with anxiety about 
the future, we resolve to exercise obedient faith in  Jehovah God; the 
eternal, covenant-keeping God who is absolutely faithful, unchangeable, 
and sovereignly rules over all. This is what it means to live in “The fear 
of the Lord.” It means that we not only love God for His blessings, but we 
trust God in every circumstance – especially when we are tempted to fear.  

11. What does the fear of YHWH promise? Solomon explains:  
• Proverbs 2:6 “For YHWH gives wisdom; From His mouth come 

knowledge and understanding. 	

• Proverbs 3:5–6 “Trust in YHWH with all your heart And do not 

lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, And He will make your paths straight.”	


• Proverbs 3:9–10 “Honor YHWH from your wealth And from the 
first of all your produce; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty 
And your vats will overflow with new wine.”	
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• Proverbs 3:25–26 “Do not be afraid of sudden fear Nor of the 
onslaught of the wicked when it comes; 26 For YHWH will be your 
confidence And will keep your foot from being caught.” 	


• Proverbs 10:3 “YHWH will not allow the righteous to hunger.”	

• Proverbs 10:27 “The fear of YHWH prolongs life…”	

• Proverbs 14:26 “In the fear of YHWH there is strong confidence, 

And his children will have refuge.”	

• Proverbs 14:27 “The fear of YHWH is a fountain of life, That one 

may avoid the snares of death.” 	

• Proverbs 15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of YHWH Than 

great treasure and turmoil with it.” 	

• Proverbs 16:4 “YHWH has made everything for its own purpose, 

Even the wicked for the day of evil.”	

• Proverbs 16:9 “The mind of man plans his way, But YHWH 

directs his steps.”	

• Proverbs 16:33 “The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision 

is from the LORD.” 	

• Proverbs 18:10 “The name of YHWH is a strong tower; The 

righteous runs into it and is safe.” 	


12. Unlike sinful fear of circumstances (which can offer nothing better 
than anxiety, turmoil, and panic), the “fear of the Lord” (YHWH) 
promises knowledge, wisdom, life, security, confidence, satisfaction, and 
rest. One who fears the Lord trusts that painful circumstances are given 
by God as discipline (training) for the ones He loves and is absolutely 
devoted to (3:11-12). Solomon says of the person who fears the Lord:  

13. So who is the God of Proverbs? He is YHWH, Jehovah, the covenant 
keeping God who fulfills all His promises and who executes His word on 
our behalf. In Him we are absolutely secure in this life come what may.  
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B.I: Living in a personal relationship with YHWH (Jehovah God) is the 
reason those who “fear the Lord” need fear nothing else. !
!
!
!
!
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