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What is true of us as believers in Jesus? (21-22; see Romans 5:1-11) 
 

 We were separated from God because of a hatred for God which showed itself in only 
evil actions. 
 

 We are now separated to God with a heart for God showing itself in obedient actions 
(now imperfectly, one day perfectly). 

 

 We have peace with God (past). 
 

 We stand in grace (present). 
 

 We have the hope of glory (future). 
 

 We have helpful trials. 
 

 We have perfect love. 
 

 We have a perfect Savior. 
 

Is there a danger of any believer turning away from Christ? (23; see Matthew 7:24-27) 
 

 There is a real danger because of real opposition. 
 

 There is a real warning to all who profess faith in Jesus. 
 

 There is a real responsibility to hold on to the hope offered in Jesus. 
 

 There should also be a real confidence in God’s sustaining grace.  
 

Was Jesus’ suffering enough? (24; see Acts 9:4-5, 15-16; Philippians 1:29-30) 
 

 Yes, the work of Jesus is a ‘finished work.’ 
 

 Suffering is needed, not for redemption, but for the application of redemption. 
 

 Christ suffers with His body and we suffer as His body. 
 

 The path to glory is the path of suffering.  
 

What do you do if you have competing opinions? (25-27; see 2 Timothy 3:16-4:4) 
 

 Look to God’s Word as your authority. 



 God’s Word is a stewardship. 
 

 God’s Word is a mystery. 
 

 God’s Word reveals the riches in Christ.  
 

What is it that I need to focus on in all that the Bible says? (28-29; see Luke 24:25-27, 44-45) 
 

 Most importantly, I need to focus on the Person of Jesus. 
 

 We are to warn in light of the truth in Jesus. 
 

 We are to teach in light of the truth in Jesus. 
 

 All the wisdom we need for life is found in Jesus. 
 

 We are to orient people’s lives in relationship to Jesus so they trust in Jesus and love 
like Jesus in every situation and every relationship.  

 

Why Jesus? (see Colossians 1:15-20) 
 

 Jesus is the God who created you for honor, help and happiness. 
 

 Jesus lived the life you could never live. 
 

 Jesus died the death you deserve to die. 
 

 Jesus rose from the dead to rule over all. 
 

 Jesus offers you what you need and what you desire. 
 

 Jesus will return to judge and to restore. 
 

 Jesus calls you to turn and trust and love.  
 

How do you keep from moving away from your hope in Jesus? (Colossians 1:21-29) 
 

 Know what is true of you in Christ. 
 

 Guard and strengthen your hope in Christ. 
 

 Embrace suffering for Christ. 
 

 See the Word as sufficient. 
 

 Focus on the Person of Jesus in all His glory.  
 
 



Immovable 
The Supremacy and Sufficiency of Jesus (Colossians Series) 

Colossians 1:21-29; Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; October 20, 2013 
 

We are being ‘pushed’ and ‘pulled’ in all directions in this fallen world. How do we remain 
devoted to Jesus? How can we have an immovable faith? 
 
     ‘immovable’ (Webster’s) 

     : not able to be moved : firmly fixed in place 

     : not able to be changed or persuaded 

Television has changed the American child from an irresistable force to an immovable 
object. - Laurence J. Peter  
 

You may remember the pilot that fell out of the plane on a commuter flight in the Northeast 
while checking on a door that wasn’t properly closed at takeoff. They thought he had fallen into 
the Atlantic ocean but was found, upon landing, hanging on a ladder outside the plane. It took 
several minutes to pry his fingers off that ladder after flying thousands of feet in the air at 
hundreds of miles an hour on the outside, instead of the inside, of that plane! But he did not let 
go!  
 
That is what Paul is calling on the Colossian believers (and us) to do as well in regard to our 
hope in Jesus. 
 
What is true of us as believers in Jesus?  
 
(21-22; see Romans 5:1-11) 

 Turkeys and Eagles 

Peter Lord wrote a book and tells a story about an eaglet that fell out of a nest and was found and 
raised by a family of turkeys. As he grew up on the ground acting like a turkey, he longed to fly 
high in the air like the eagles he saw up in the sky. But it is was not until a wise owl told him that 
he was an eagle and not a turkey, that he began to act in accordance with what was true of him. 

The point is that we can be hindered in our lives if we don’t embrace what God says is true of us 
in Christ.  

 We were separated from God because of a hatred for God which showed itself in only 
evil actions. 
 



 We are now separated to God with a heart for God showing itself in obedient actions 
(now imperfectly, one day perfectly). 

 
 We have peace with God (past). 

 
 We stand in grace (present). 

 
 We have the hope of glory (future). 

 
 We have helpful trials. 

 
 We have perfect love. 

 
 We have a perfect Savior. 

 
Is there a danger of any believer turning away from Christ?  
 
(23; see Matthew 7:24-27) 
 
A Real Temptation of Jesus 
 
Theologians have debated whether God who cannot sin could really be tempted and therefore, 
whether the temptations of Jesus, being God, were real. The Bible indicates that Jesus’ 
temptations were real but that He could not have sinned. 
 
Likewise, the temptation to fall away and move away from our hope in Jesus is real but if we are 
born again we will never fall away and lose our salvation. 

 Continuing believing God’s testimony concerning His Son 
 Like the foundation of a house that does not move in the face of a hurricane 
 Hope held out to you in gospel 
 A proclamation for all of creation 

Yes, the danger is real although we will not turn away if we are truly His and if we are truly His 
we will heed the warning and hold to our hope in Jesus!  

 There is a real danger because of real opposition. 
 

 There is a real warning to all who profess faith in Jesus. 
 

 There is a real responsibility to hold on to the hope offered in Jesus. 



 There should also be a real confidence in God’s sustaining grace.  
 
Was Jesus’ suffering enough?  
 
(24; see Acts 9:4-5, 15-16; Philippians 1:29-30) 
 
Doing Mission When Dying is Gain (Piper) 

Suffering is Also the Means 

But in saying that there will be martyrs and there must be suffering I haven’t yet said the main 
thing about the price of getting the job done. That's because suffering is the means and not just 
the price. It’s the means. 

Now here’s what I have in my mind: I’m going to read a verse for you that’s very important, that 
is, Colossians 1:24. A few years ago its meaning just came crashing in on me. I’ll show you how 
I got it. 

“Now I rejoice,” Paul says, “in my sufferings.” He was a very strange person. “I rejoice in my 
sufferings” is very counter-cultural, very un-American, very counter-human. “I rejoice in my 
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of his Body [that is, the 
ingathering of God’s elect] in filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ.” Now that’s 
on the brink of blasphemy. What does he mean by “filling up what is lacking" in the afflictions 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ? 

He does not mean that he improves upon the merit and the atoning worth of Jesus’ blood. That’s 
not what he means. Well then, what does he mean? 

I typed into my computer Bible program the Greek word for "fill up" (or "complete") and the 
word for "what is lacking" and found only one other place in Scripture where both of these occur 
together. That's in Philippians 2:30. 

The situation is that Epaphroditus was sent from the Philippian church over to Paul in Rome. He 
risks his life to get there, and Paul extols him for risking his life. He tells the Philippians that 
they should receive such a one with honor, because he was sick unto death and risked his neck to 
complete their ministry to him. Here’s the key parallel verse: 

Because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was 
lacking in your service to me. 

This is the only other place where these two words come into conjunction: “to complete what 
was lacking in your service to me.” I opened up my 100 year old Vincent’s commentary on 
Philippians and read an explanation of that verse which I think is a perfect interpretation of 
Colossians 1:24. Vincent says, 



The gift to Paul from the Philippians was a gift of the church as a body. It was a sacrificial 
offering of love. What was lacking was the church’s presentation of this offering in person. This 
was impossible, and Paul represents Epaphroditus as supplying this lack by his affectionate, 
zealous ministry. 

So the picture is of a church that wants to communicate love in the form of money over to Rome, 
and they can’t do it. There’s too many of them. And it's too far away. So they say, 
“Epaphroditus, represent us and complete what is lacking in our love. There's nothing lacking in 
our love except the expression of our love in person there. Take it and communicate it to Paul.” 

Now that’s exactly what I think Colossians 1:24 means. Jesus dies and he suffers for people all 
over the world in every nation. Then he is buried and, according to the Scriptures, raised on the 
third day. Then he ascends into heaven where he reigns over the world. And he leaves a work to 
be done. 

Paul’s self understanding of his mission is that there is one thing lacking in the sufferings of 
Jesus. The love offering of Christ is to be presented in person through missionaries to the peoples 
for whom he died. And Paul says, “I do this in my sufferings. In my sufferings I complete what 
is lacking in the sufferings of Christ.” Which means that Christ intends for the Great 
Commission to be a presentation to the nations of the sufferings of his cross through the 
sufferings of his people. That’s the way it will be finished. If you sign up for the Great 
Commission, that’s what you sign up for. 

About three years ago I was working on Let the Nations Be Glad, and I hid away at Trinity 
Seminary in Deerfield, IL. I hid because I didn’t want anybody to know that I was there, so that 
they wouldn't bother me. My wife and kids were at home, and I was working 18 hours a day. 

Then I got word that J. Oswald Sanders was going to be in chapel. Eighty-nine years old. 
Veteran. Great missions leader. And I said to myself, “Shall I go public and risk having to talk to 
a lot of people and getting dinner engagements and all this stuff and not getting anything done?” 
But I wanted to hear him, so I snuck into the back of chapel and listened to him. And this 89-
year-old man stood up there, and I was just oozing with admiration and desire to be like this 
when I’m 89. And he told a story that so embodies Colossians 1:24. 

He said there was once an evangelist in India who tromped across the roads to various villages 
preaching the gospel. He was a simple man, no education, loved Jesus with all his heart, and was 
ready to lay his life down. And he came to a village that didn't have the gospel. It was late in the 
day and he was very tired. But he goes into the village and lifts up his voice and shares the 
gospel with those gathered in the square. They mock him, deride him, and drive him out of town. 
And he was so tired—no emotional resources left—that he lies down under a tree, utterly 
discouraged. He goes to sleep not knowing if he’ll ever wake up. They might come kill him, for 
all he knows. 

And suddenly, just after dusk, he is startled and wakes up. The whole town seems to be around 
him looking at him. He thinks he’s a goner. He starts to tremble, and one of the big men in the 
village says, “We came out to see what kind of man you were, and when we saw your blistered 



feet we knew you were a holy man. We want you to tell us why you got blistered feet to come 
talk to us.” So he preached the gospel and, according to J. Oswald Sanders, the whole village 
believed. That’s what Paul means by “I complete in my sufferings what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Jesus.” 

Yes, enough to be called a ‘finished work’ but taking the message of that ‘finished work’ to the 
nations requires that He suffer through suffering of His people.  
 

 Yes, the work of Jesus is a ‘finished work.’ 
 

 Suffering is needed, not for redemption, but for the application of redemption. 
 

 Christ suffers with His body and we suffer as His body. 
 

 The path to glory is the path of suffering.  
 
What do you do if you have competing opinions?  
 
(25-27; see 2 Timothy 3:16-4:4) 
 
Conrad Mbewe and the African Situation 

Strange Fire Conference: Conrad Mbewe 

October 17, 2013 by Tim Challies 

Conrab Mbewe is a man who wears many hats and who fulfills many different responsibilities, 
but above all else he is a preacher of God’s Word. MacArthur introduced him by explaining that 
he wished to have Mbewe at the event because the charismatic movement has done devastating 
damage in Africa and he wanted an insider’s perspective. Mbewe titled his message “The 
African Import of Charismatic Chaos.” Here are some brief notes. Mbewe decided to provide a 
brief overview of the charismatic movement in Africa. It is a movement he has observed for over 
thirty years and one that is of great concern to him. This is not something he has learned about by 
reading books, but something he comes across literally every day. He warned that some of what 
he would say would be somewhat foreign to a Western mindset, but he felt it necessary to speak 
from his African background. 

He went to John 17:17 and said the charismatic chaos we see would never have been the case if 
this verse had been taken seriously. This verse comes near the end of Christ’s ministry, on the 
eve of his crucifixion. He is seeking to convince his disciples concerning how they ought to live 
in his absence, and his great desire is for God to be glorified. In the time between Jesus’ 
ascension and his return, God’s Word is to remain serving and sanctifying his people. This is 
what Jesus desires, yet the African charismatic movement has come about because of a failure to 
hold to the centrality and sufficiency of Scripture. The charismatic movement has flooded the 



African continent south of the Sahara Desert where it has become the most visible form of 
“Evangelicalism.” The phrase “born again” is equated to that form of Christianity. Its spread has 
largely come through the use of crusades, radio, television and free literature. Most of this 
literature has been shipped from the United States and it contains the kind of heresy that has 
become a common diet in the health and wealth movement. 

Invariably, this has been riding on the back of the old time conservative Pentecostalism which 
found its way into much of English-speaking Africa in the second half of the last century. That 
opened the doors slightly but they have now been blown wide open. Many people ask the 
question, “Why in this short time has there been such an acceptance, a multiplication of churches 
that can be described as charismatic?” The answer is that this form of Christianity has appealed 
to the African worldview in terms of its understanding of the spiritual world. Almost invariably 
the messages you hear are like this: Come and receive your deliverance, your healing, and your 
breakthrough. As an African, there is a whole world in his mind that this invariably floods into. 
The word “breakthrough” is really saying to the common African man that if you are struggling 
in your marriage or struggling to conceive or struggling to maintain a job (and so on), it is 
because between you and God there are other layers that need to be dealt with. One of those 
layers is that of angels and demons and the other is that of your ancestral spirits. Until those 
layers are broken through, you will not get what you want. This is what the charismatic 
movement has taken on when dressed in African attire. The language that has already been there 
for centuries in Africa is given a thin veneer of Bible verses. You can understand, then, that if 
men and women are running in throngs to the witch doctor, they will rush in throngs to these so-
called churches because it boasts the same power they are looking for. 

What is happening today has gone a number of steps further than where the charismatic 
movement began. This has happened because the Word of God is no longer playing the role of 
governing our thinking and our practice. His concern is that when a lot of people look at the full 
to overflowing churches in Africa and the apparent excitement in the church, they cross back to 
the USA and say, “There is revival there.” But the fact is, they are seeing bad news, not good 
news. It is bad news primarily because of John 17:17. It is bad news because of the absence of 
serious interaction with the Word of God within the movement. 

Thirty years ago you could attend a Pentecostal church in Africa and a pastor would stand in the 
pulpit and give you some kind of biblical exposition. You might disagree, but there would be 
some attempt to teach what the Bible is saying. There would be a mid-week Bible study. That is 
now almost completely absent. You cannot have spiritual life when the Bible is closed! The 
gospel has been lost and what has replaced it is twenty minutes of motivational speaking 
followed by an opportunity to bring your problems to Jesus so Jesus can help you get over your 
problems. Unfortunately, this is drawing people so that droves of them are responding to this 
message. They want their problems to be handled. The result is that churches are full of goats, 
not sheep. Where the word of God is closed, the Gospel has been lost and the way of life 
becomes sinful and self-centered. This leads to a loss of true worship. Mbewe references the 
evening worship saying that Pentecostals in Africa have no real interest in singing the kinds of 
songs that were sung that evening at the conference. Rather, people are singing to danceable 
tunes. They repeat little phrases over and over again. You can say little phrases that are biblical 
about the glory of God, but that does not make it worship. 



They proclaim that the extraordinary revelatory gifts are still operational today, but the moment 
you open that door a little bit, where do you stop? There are different levels to the practice, but 
so many are taking advantage of it for selfish sexual or financial gain. How do you examine your 
life in comparison to others who have opened their life to these gifts and have taken them to their 
logical conclusion, those who are successful in areas where you have not been? Mbewe followed 
this by using himself as an example for taking Pentecostalism to its logical conclusion. He 
proposes, “What’s to stop someone like me from coming up with irrational ideas because I’ve 
been empowered to do so?” He has counseled many, many people who are caught in these 
scandals—sexual scandals about spiritual husbands and wives, where a messenger from God, a 
pastor, steps in to be sexual partner with someone because of the authority that they have from 
God. These people keep God’s Word closed. 

He concluded by emphasizing his main point about the centrality and sufficiency of God’s Word. 
God’s Word must be taught and applied. He then shared two reasons why we should be 
concerned about these issues in Africa. First, Africa’s current population is over a billion people. 
God is concerned about these people and, therefore, we should be concerned with these people. 
Second, Africa is strategically placed to be the next major force in world missions and it will be 
an utter disaster if this is what they export to the rest of the world. Everyone who has the cause 
of Christ at the center of his or her heart should be concerned about this. His final remarks 
expresed his relief to see the Reformed movement growing on the African continent, though it is 
still in its infancy there. He exhorted us all: We have got to pray and get back to the Bible! 
Today we are not saying enough that this book is sufficient. It is sufficient! 

 Look to God’s Word as your authority. 
 

 God’s Word is a stewardship. 
 

 God’s Word is a mystery. 
 

 God’s Word reveals the riches in Christ.  
 
What is it that I need to focus on in all that the Bible says?  
 
(28-29; see Luke 24:25-27, 44-45) 
 
Trust and Love (point of Romans) 

Admonishing is warning those on the wrong track 

Teaching is instructing in proper faith and practice (trust and love) 

In the Word, we have ‘all the wisdom we need’ 

Complete = fully oriented to and committed to Christ in every area of faith and practice 



Labor is work and striving is to fight or struggle (as in athletic competition; agonize) 

The Person of Jesus. Jesus – trusting in Him and loving like Him. 

 Most importantly, I need to focus on the Person of Jesus. 
 

 We are to warn in light of the truth in Jesus. 
 

 We are to teach in light of the truth in Jesus. 
 

 All the wisdom we need for life is found in Jesus. 
 

 We are to orient people’s lives in relationship to Jesus so they trust in Jesus and love 
like Jesus in every situation and every relationship.  

 
Why Jesus? (see Colossians 1:15-20) 
 

 Jesus is the God who created you for honor, help and happiness. 
 

 Jesus lived the life you could never live. 
 

 Jesus died the death you deserve to die. 
 

 Jesus rose from the dead to rule over all. 
 

 Jesus offers you what you need and what you desire. 
 

 Jesus will return to judge and to restore. 
 

 Jesus calls you to turn and trust and love.  
 
How do you keep from moving away from your hope in Jesus?  
 
(Colossians 1:21-29) 
 

 Know what is true of you in Christ. 
 

 Guard and strengthen your hope in Christ. 
 

 Embrace suffering for Christ. 
 



 See the Word as sufficient. 
 

 Focus on the Person of Jesus in all His glory.  
 

Our Hope  Remains (Hymn by Toplady) 

Immovable our Hope remains, 
Within the Veil our Anchor lies; 
JESUS, who washed us from our Stains, 
Shall bear us safely to the Skies. 

Strong in his Strength, we boldly say, 
For us IMMANUEL shed his blood; 
Who then shall tear our Shield away, 
Or part us from the Love of God? 

Can Tribulation or Distress, 
Or Persecution’s fiery Sword? 
Can Satan rob us of our Peace, 
Or prove too mighty for the LORD? 

Founded on CHRIST, secure we stand, 
Sealed with his Spirit’s inward Seal; 
We soon shall gain the promised Land, 
Triumphant over the powers of Hell. 

The Winds may roar, the Floods may beat; 
And Rain, impetuous, descend; 
Yet will he not his own forget, 
But love and save them to the End. 

Jesus acquits, and who condemns? 
Cease, Satan, from thy fruitless Strife: 
Thy Malice cannot reach our Names 
To blot them from the Book of Life. 

This is eternal Life to know 
God and the Lamb for Sinners given: 
Nor will the Saviour let us go, 
His ransomed Candidates for Heaven. 

Us to redeem his Life he paid, 
And will He not his Purchase have? 
Who can behold IMMANUEL bleed, 
And doubt his Willingness to save? 



Surely the Son hath made us free, 
Who Earth, and Heaven and Hell commands; 
Our Cause of Triumph this- that we 
Are graven on the Saviour’s Hands. 

To Him who washed us in his Blood, 
And lifts apostate Man to Heaven, 
And reconciles his Sheep to GOD, 
Be everlasting Glory given. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


