
The Church of Jesus Christ 
Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against it.  

1. What is the church? I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that 

thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 

the house of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and ground of the 

truth. 
a. What the church is not 

i. The church is not a building, an institution, or an 

association 

1. The church has a building where they meet most 

likely 

2. My dad like to call all church buildings, the meeting 

house 

ii. The church is not some nebulous, etherial thing that we 

do not understand 
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iii. It is not a social gathering 

1. The church is not a pep rally  

2. It not a group getting together for a motivational 

speech  

3. It is not a concert for people that like Christian music 

4. It is not a meeting of the 12 step addictions recovery 

group 

5. It is not a bunch of old people hanging on to rituals 

and traditions 

iv. It is not a political gathering 

1. The church of Jesus Christ has no desire to preach 

what is popular and avoid the controversial 

2. The church of Jesus Christ is not trying to get votes or 

trend on social media 

v. It is not really about improving the moral climate of the 

country and the world 

vi. The church is not a gathering of unbelievers  

1. The church will not dumb down its message, its 

music, and everything to get people to come 

2. The church is not trying to be like the culture so that 

they will come 
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3. The church is preaching a different culture, the one 

the Bible teaches 

vii.It is not even an evangelistic meeting 

1. The church is not in the entertainment business 

2. The church is not trying to get members or people to 

like them 

3. The true church is preaching the gospel of Jesus 

Christ as Lord  

b. What is the church I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that 

thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 

the house of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and ground of the 

truth.  
i. The church is an assembly, a congregation, a group of 

called out ones 

1. The basic word is assembly—you are called away from 

your home to get assemble some where 

2. This assembly is for people that God has called out 

ii. The church is the gathering of those whom have been 

saved God’s grace 
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1. The church is the group of believers that are 

obediently seeking to follow Christ 

2. The church is a group of people that realize that their 

former life and way of thinking was only a selfish 

response that they were living out 

iii. The church is people 

iv. The church is a group of baptized believers that have 

organized themselves to follow Jesus Christ, to obey 

God, and to carry out the great commission 

v. The church is a strange group, they are called out of the 

world and are not of the world I Peter 2:11 Dearly 

beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 

pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 

against the soul;  

c. Some cute sayings that might confuse you about what the 

church is 

i. Let’s go be the church 

1. Actually it is pretty hard to leave the assembly and 

call yourself an assembly honestly 

2. You can go and do what we are learning in the 

assembly 
The Church of Jesus Christ, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, January 11, 2015                                                 Page �  of �4 13



3. We come together. We learn the Word of God. We 

leave and practice the Word 

4. Church is really about our obedience to go out as a 

group and as individuals into a lost and dying world 

with the truth. 

ii. Seeker friendly church John 3:16  For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son 

into the world to condemn the world; but 

that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that 

believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 

believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the 

condemnation, that light is come 

into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, 
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because their deeds were evil. 20  For 

every one that doeth evil hateth the 

light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth 

cometh to the light, that his deeds may 

be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

1. The idea has been that we need to make church 

where lost people want to come 

2. If the church teaches and preaches the truth lost 

people will never be comfortable here 

3. The darkness doesn't like the light 

4. It is true that we should change some of the ugly 

things that church people have done 

5. We should be about getting the message out and not 

being some closed up, secret society, or clique 

iii. The church has failed 

1. The church of Jesus Christ can not fail 
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2. A group that calls itself a church can fail if they turn 

from the truth and do not preach Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified 

3. Regardless God will be at work in other places that 

will honor Him 

4. Religion has failed. Denominationalism has failed, but 

the true church of God has not failed, will not fail, and 

cannot fail 

iv. I am the church and do not want any part of organized 

religion 

1. You can’t be an assembly. There will need to be 2 or 3 

gathered together 

2. You are a believer, a disciple, a Christian but the 

church is an assembly, a body 

2. How should you choose a church for your family?  

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another 

to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
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another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. 

a. Don’t base your choice on superficial things 

i. One study said good parking was the number 

prerequisite 

ii. The nursery is usually first or second on the list 

iii. Music, style, comfort, friendliness 

iv. What does the church offer 

v. Actually the pastor falls way low on the list, at least the 

pastor usually makes it into the top 10 things to look for 

b. The very first thing you should look for is how they handle 

the Word of God Psalm 119:161 Princes have persecuted 

me without a cause: But my heart standeth 

in awe of thy word. 
i. What do they believe about the Bible 

ii. What do they believe that the Bible teaches 

iii. How does the Bible affect their living 

iv. Is the Bible preached and talked about or is it preached 

v. Do they believe that they have been commissioned to 

take this book, the Bible, to the world 
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c. What is their view of Christ Matthew 16:16  And Simon 

Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus 

answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 

Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 

thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18  And I say also 

unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 

build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.  

i. The church is built on this confusion that Jesus is the 

Son of the living God 

ii. Jesus is God in the flesh 

iii. If a church doesn't believe that Jesus is God then thy 

are not really a church  

iv. We believe that Jesus Christ is God in human flesh 

v. We believe in His virgin birth, His deity, His incarnation, 

His holiness 

vi. We believe that He died on the cross as the 

substitutionary payment for sin 

vii.We believe that He rose again and overcame death and 

the grave 
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viii.We do not preach the prosperity Jesus 

ix. Jesus is not a genie you call out to do your bidding 

x. This isn't the sweet humanistic, sentimental Jesus you 

hear talked about but rather God in human flesh 

3. The church belongs to Jesus my church 
a. This is the first mention of the church in the New 

Testament and the Bible 

b. Here Jesus clearly says that it is His church 

c. There is only one foundation that can be laid for the 

church and that is Jesus Christ I Corinthians 3:11 For 

other foundation can no man lay than that is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ.  
d. Jesus is the chief cornerstone Ephesians 2:19  Now 

therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 

fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 

household of God; 20 And are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
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being the chief corner stone; 21 In 

whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 

an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are 

builded together for an habitation of God through 

the Spirit. 

e. Jesus is the head of the church Ephesians 1:22  And hath 

put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 

the head over all things to the 

church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of 

him that filleth all in all. 

f. The church is His body 

g. Jesus purchased the church with His blood Acts 20:28 Take 

heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 

the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 

feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood.  
h. Since the church belongs to Jesus we must get into His 

Bible and find out what He says about it 

i. We are to do in His church what He wants done in it. 
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4. He builds His church I will build my church  

I Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but 

God gave the increase. 7 So then neither is he 

that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but 

God that giveth the increase. 8 Now he that 

planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall 

receive his own reward according to his own labour.  
a. We will not have to worry as much as you might think 

about building His church because He will build it 

b. This is not to say that we should not be evangelizing all 

that we can 

c. We are to be preaching the Gospel but It is the Lord 

Himself who will save 

d. It is the Holy Spirit that will convict  

5. Satan and his power can never hinder the work of God in 

and through His church the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 
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a. No matter what you hear Satan is not winning and cannot 

win 

b. There will be few saved. Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the 

strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 

broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 

and many there be which go in 

thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 

the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 

that find it. 
c. The gates are where the authorities say. The political 

leaders 

d. Satan will never lead an army that defeats God or His 

people 

e. The church of Jesus Christ is not in retreat or waiting for 

the attack 

f. We are attacking Hell, Satan, etc
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