
Genesis 50:15-21 
I Am Not God 

 
A loaded understatement … 
 
I. Justifiable Fear 
 A. Troubled Consciences 
 B. Fear of Retribution 
 C. A Plea for Mercy 
 D. Necessary Resolution 
 
II. Divine Forgiveness 
 A. A Mere Man 
 B. Endowed with Grace 
 C. Embracing Providence 
 D. Sobering Expression  
 
III. Ultimate Clemency 
 A. Undeniable Guilt 
 B. The Shedding of Blood 
 C. God’s Perfect Plan 
 D. Redemption 
 
… a cue to repent. 
  
 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why were Joseph’s brothers afraid? 
2. How did Joseph deal with them? 
3. How do we know that Joseph knew that God was in control? 
4. How were the things that happened to Joseph used to bring good to 
others? 
5. How does this remind us of the crucifixion of Jesus? 
 

 

 

A Mighty Understatement 

Joseph’s simple statement to his brothers that he was “not in the place of 

God” is pregnant with meaning. For one, Joseph did not see himself as one 

to bring retributive justice against his siblings for their past abuses – that 

was God’s business. His duty in that regard was simply to forgive them. It 

was also a statement about God’s absolute sovereignty and his personal 

trust in it. Not only did he understand that God was in control of all the 

details of his life, but he knew that even the bad things that happened to 

him were part of His perfect plan not only for his personal good – but also 

for the good of others. It takes an extraordinary measure of grace to grasp 

and then trust like this just as it did to forgive like he did. God will grant us 

that measure of grace too if we trust Him to do so. We do, of course, see in 

this scenario one of the clearest types of Christ in the entire Old Testament. 

But we don’t want to miss the fact that kind of personal piety that gripped 

Joseph is something that we should all desire to attain to. Joseph’s brief 

statement also speaks powerfully to Joseph’s brothers – something we will 

explore more in today’s message.  

 


