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Out of all the many errors that have plagued the church in the last 100 years, few have been more damaging 

than the errors of Carnal Christians and Easy Believism—these two related errors basically teach—a person 

can walk an isle or repeat a prayer, live no different from the world, and in the end go to heaven—in short, 

such thinking fails to take seriously, the Scriptures teaching, that not every person who claims to be Christian 

is in fact a TRUE Christian...     

 

The unfortunate result of this is, most people in this country claim to be Christian, and yet very few give 

evidence of being truly and savingly in Christ—thus the question might be asked, What is one obvious and 

necessary indication that a person is a true Christian, a child of God, on the narrow path, and when they die, 

will go to heaven... 

 

Well—in the passage before us, our Savior understood that not every person who claimed to believe, does in 

fact possess savingly faith, and furthermore, He provides a necessary evidence that every TRUE Christian, to 

varying degrees, possesses...  

 

For the past several weeks we've been considering our Savior's interaction with the Pharisees—if you recall in 

v12, our Savior said—"I AM the light of the world"—to this, the Jews accused Him of lying, v13—"You 

witness is not true"—to this our Savior provides a threefold defense of His statement (vv14-20), and then a 

threefold application of His statement (vv21-30)—fundamentally, He warns the Jews that unless they believe 

Him, they will die in their sins... 

 

V30 says—"As He spoke these words, many believed in Him"—that is, many of the Jews who heard Him, 

believed in Him"—and yet, we read in v31—"Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If you abide in 

My word, you are My disciples indeed"—that is—continuation in His word, would prove their profession was 

genuine... 

 

I.   A Necessary Evidence—vv31-32 

II.  A Universal Servitude—vv33-35  

III. A Glorious Freedom—v36  

 

I.   A Necessary Evidence—vv31-32 

 

1. Now—I've determined the best way to explain these two verses, is to summarize them with three short 

statements... 

2. [1] Not every professor is a true believer—this is essential to rightly understand this passage, not all faith 

saves...   

3. When someone professes to believe, that does not necessarily mean, that the truly or rightly believe unto 

salvation... 

4. The NT elsewhere speaks about a faith that does NOT save, Jas.2:20—"faith without works is dead"—it 

doesn't save... 

5. Thus, within those who profess to believe (v30), there are some who TRULY believe and others who do 

not... 

6. It's not that they don't believe at all, they may believe certain things are true, but they don't believe 

savingly... 

7. Remember, James also says—"You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 

believe—and tremble" (2:19)...  

8. Thus—with this first point in mind (not every professor is a true believer), we can make sense of this 

passage... 

9. For v30 says "many believed in Him"—and yet, most of these "believers" remain ignorant of their true 

condition... 

10. Furthermore, our Savior refers to them "children of Satan," and the chapter ends with them seeking to kill 

Him... 
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11. [2] Every true believer abides in the truth, v31—"Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If you 

abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed..." 

12. Now—It's important to understand what our Savior is NOT saying—He's not saying abiding in His word 

makes us true disciples... 

13. But instead—abiding in His word proves we are true disciples—abiding in His word is evidence of 

discipleship...  

14. A.W. Pink—"Our Lord here describes one of the marks of a genuine disciple of His. Continuance in His 

word is not a condition of discipleship, rather is it the manifestation of it..." 

15. The Greek word rendered "abide" means—"to continue or remain"—thus to abide in His word is to 

continue believing it...  

16. Those who rightly and really believe His word, will continue believing His word regardless of the 

opposition... 

17. Those who rightly and really believe His word, will continue believing the whole word, every single part 

it... 

18. But—in the most narrow sense, those who rightly and really believe His word, lay hold of Christ in the 

gospel... 

19. Matt.13:20-21—"But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when 

tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles..." 

20. Such a person receives the word of God (on some level), they even experience various emotions such as 

JOY... 

21. Yet, and this is very important to notice—"he has not root in himself"—that is, the word isn't rooted in his 

soul.. 

22. And because of that, when the winds of tribulation and persecution blow, he stumbles, or ceases to 

believe... 

23. In the first century, to profess the name of Christ, meant you would face all forms of persecution and 

opposition...  

24. Col.1:21-23—"And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 

He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above 

reproach in His sight, if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away 

from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of 

which I, Paul, became a minister (1Tim.2:15; 2Tim.3:14)..." 

25. Heb.3:14—"For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast 

to the end..." 

26. Holding our confidence steadfast to the end, doesn't make us partakers of Christ, but it proves we are 

partakers of Christ... 

27. [3] Every true believer experiences the truth, v32—"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free..." 

28. This verse doesn't describe something that will be true, but two things that are presently true of every 

believer... 

29. Every true believer, who savingly embraces Christ's word from the heart, will experience that truth in their 

lives...  

30. [a] They know the truth—"And you shall know the truth"—that is, you shall know it in an experiential 

way...  

31. Obviously brethren, when our Savior says "you shall know the truth" He means more than—know about 

the truth... 

32. These Pharisees had a deep knowledge about the truth—they gave their lives to the study of the OT 

Scripture... 

33. But they did not KNOW the truth—to know the truth means to know it from the heart, to love and to live 

it... 

34. Now—it's interesting to notice, how v32 says the TRUTH will make us free, and v36 says the SON will 

make us free... 

35. The  point being—Christ, as the LIVING word, is necessarily and intimately related to the WRITTEN 

word...   
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36. Oh my friend, if you desire to know more of Christ, you must know more of His word, they are ever 

related... 

37. [b] They are freed by the truth—"and the truth shall make you free"—that is, free from sin as a ruling 

master...   

38. Those who truly and rightly believe in Christ—those who come to experience the truth, are liberated by 

that truth... 

39. How do I know whether or not I have come to believe and know the truth—because I have been liberated 

by that truth... 

40. I have been saved, set free, liberated, make a new creation—I am no longer a slave to sin, Satan, and this 

world... 

41. Now—in finishing this first point, I want to briefly apply these principles to two areas of our lives—our 

parenting and our persons... 

42. [a] Our parenting—by this I mean—this passage and the principles it provides, is highly instructive to our 

parenting...  

43. Simply put—these verses teach us, not every person who claims to believe, is in fact a true Christian or 

disciple... 

44. What proves whether or not your genuine is that you continue in Christ's word, you abide in the truth of 

Scripture... 

45. It's rather easy for a young person born and raised in a Christian home, to profess and even believe they 

are Christian... 

46. And yet, when they grow older and leave home, they forsake the things of God, and live just like the 

world... 

47. Regardless how promising their faith appears, there's a sense it remains unproven until they have to stand 

alone... 

48. This is why, children who grow up in Christian homes, profess to be Christian, live like Christians, and yet, 

end up in the world... 

49. They failed to remain or abide in Christ's word, because, they were never truly rooted into Christ by saving 

faith... 

50. Now—don't get me wrong, I am not suggesting as a result of this, that we have to wait to believe our 

children are Christian... 

51. Thus some, in light of this point, refuse to baptize their children until they've become young adults (18 yrs 

or older)... 

52. Now, obviously brethren, I don't agree with this thinking, but we do need to keep this fact in mind—true 

faith endures... 

53. [b] Our persons—by this I mean—this passage and the principles it provides, is directly relevant to our 

assurance...   

54. Now, historically we speak of the primary and secondary grounds of assurance—those things we rest our 

hope on... 

55. First—the promise of God, as found in the word of God, is the primary grounds upon which our assurance 

rests... 

56. Our Savior expressly says—the person who continues in His word—who clings to His promise—is a 

TRUE disciple... 

57. Oh dear Christian, this is your primary bases for assurance—the plain promise of God, the bare word of 

God.. 

58. Secondly—the inward change of heart—the fact that we've experienced His word—that we've been made 

new...  

59. How do you or I know, that we believe His word—that we are trusting in His promise, what's the evidence 

of faith... 

60. My friends, the evidence of faith, that we are abiding in His word, that we are clinging to Christ, is a new 

life... 

61. How do we know that we are abiding in His word, but because we are BEING changed into His moral 

likeness... 

62. 1Jn.2:3—"By this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments"—if we are walking in 

truth.. 
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II.  A Universal Servitude—vv33-35  

 

1. The Jews failed to understand what our Savior was saying, but as usual their ignorance was mixed with 

wickedness... 

2. [1] A question, v33—"They answered Him, We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in 

bondage to anyone. How can You say, You will be made free..." 

3. Now—first of all, it's obvious, that these professing believers, had little understanding of their true 

condition... 

4. Our Savior having made reference to liberation in v32, the Jews take refuge in their nationality, as 

Abraham's descendants... 

5. V33—"We are Abraham's descendants (seed)"—we are God's chosen people—"and have never been in 

bondage to anyone..." 

6. What exactly they meant here is unclear—the facts are, the nation of Israel had been in bondage and was 

presently oppressed by the Romans... 

7. I think what they meant was this—Why do you suggest we need liberation, when we are God's chosen 

people...  

8. [2] An answer, v34—"Jesus answered them, Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave 

of sin..." 

9. The Greek word rendered "commits" means "does" or "practices"—it refers to a habit or continual 

lifestyle... 

10. Thus, our Savior does NOT mean, the person who commits any sin is a slave of sin, for every Christian 

sins... 

11. But what our Savior IS referring to is a lifestyle—the one committing sins—living in a lifestyle of sin or 

evil... 

12. 1Jn.3:7-9—"Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He 

is righteous. He who (practices) sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this 

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has been 

born of God odes not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 

God..." 

13. Thus—to "commit sin" doesn't merely mean you commit acts of sin, but you practice sin or you live in 

sin... 

14. For example, a doctor is said to "practice medicine"— he refers to his work as his "practice"—this is what 

he does... 

15. So too, a sinner practices sin, this is his profession, this is what he does for a living, everything he does is 

sin... 

16. This of course is in contrast to a Christian, who has been liberated from sin, and now has a radically new 

relation to sin... 

17. [a] He hates sin, Rom.7:15—"For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do that I do not 

practice; but what I hate, that I do..." 

18. [b] He laments sin, Rom.7:24—"O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death..." 

19. [c] He mortifies sin, Rom.8:13—"For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by he Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body you will live..."  

20. [3] An analogy, v35—"And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever"—it's a 

simple but profound analogy... 

21. There 's a great difference between a slave and son—regardless how well the salve is treated, he's not a 

son... 

22. Now by slave our Savior obviously here refers to the unconverted Jews, the question then becomes who is 

meant by son... 

23. The options are two—either He refers to Himself, which seems likely in light of v36, or else true disciples 

(v31)... 

24. Personally I don't think we need to choose, for there's a real sense in which both are true—Christ is the 

true Son who makes us into sons... 
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25. [a] Nationality isn't enough—the USA is rightly referred to as—the land of the free and the home of the 

brave... 

26. And yet, there is another sense in which, most people who live in this great country are far from being 

free... 

27. My friends, there is what could be called a sinful national pride, and I fear that many (most) Americans 

have it... 

28. [b] Morality isn't enough—that is—although these Pharisees were externally moral, they were internally 

slaves... 

29. And this is a very important point—when we think of slaves of sin, we tend to think of drunkards and drug 

addicts... 

30. But surely you know, even among pagans, such behavior isn't normal, and for the most part, it's frowned 

upon... 

31. [c] Religious privilege isn't enough—that is—being raised in the best Christian home and church, isn't 

enough... 

32. The nation of Israel in general, and these Pharisees in particular, had more religious privilege then 

anyone... 

33. And so too, it's very possible for our children (and for us ourselves), to look down upon others less 

fortunate... 

34. Thus, nationality, morality, and religious privilege aren't enough—what's necessary is believing and 

experiencing the truth...   

35. Or perhaps another way of putting this would be—who are the true seed of Abraham, or, the true sons of 

God... 

36. Beheld this entire conversation, there exist a rather radical shift—a transition from the old to the new 

covenant... 

37. Perhaps I can put it this way—there is a sense in which it IS about nationality, but NOT any physical 

nation...  

38. Gal.3:26-29—"For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many as you as were 

baptized into Christ have  put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are 

Abraham's seed (descendants), and heirs according to the promise..." 

 

III. A Glorious Freedom—v36  

 

1. There are two things in this verse, that I want to briefly examine—[1] there is a liberation, and [2] a 

liberator... 

2. But, before I come to these, I want to suggest that behind this verse, and larger passage, lies an important 

imagery... 

3. I pointed out over the past few weeks, that essential to the larger context, is the oft repeated phrase—I 

AM... 

4. I mentioned last week, in using this phrase, our Savior is referring back to God's revelation of Himself to 

Moses at the burning bush... 

5. Thus, behind this entire passage there's the imagery of Exodus—the liberation of Israel from Egypt by 

Moses... 

6. In other words—our Savior is not only claiming to be the God of Moses, but also a better liberator than 

Moses... 

7. [1] A gracious liberation—"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed"—truly and 

eternally... 

8. Our Savior is describing a true liberation and freedom—a personal, spiritual, eternal, and glorious 

freedom...  

9. Christian freedom or liberty, is both negative and positive—we are freed FROM certain things and freed 

TO others... 

10. [a] Free from the law—that is, we are free from the curse and condemnation of God's holy and righteous 

law...  



 6 

11. But, not only are we freed from the law's condemnation, we are accepted in Christ, and made the sons of 

God... 

12. [b] Free from the power of sin—this is specially what our Savior here refers to—freedom from sin's 

mastery... 

13. Rom.6:20-22—"For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness...But now 

having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness..." 

14. [c] Free from the enslavement of Satan, v44—"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your 

father you want to do..." 

15. Though they claimed Abraham was their spiritual or moral father, Satan himself was their spiritual and 

moral father... 

16. Think of a prisoner, held on death row, shackled to a wall, and ruled and governed by a wicked and evil 

warden... 

17. His problems are basically threefold and this is also true of man by nature—he needs freedom from death 

row, a cell, and an evil warden (Satan)... 

18. [2] A powerful liberator—"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed"—God's Son, not 

Moses... 

19. [a] He buys our freedom—that is—He liberates us by PRICE—He purchases our freedom with His own 

blood... 

20. We have to understand, that our native enslavement to sin, is a penalty God inflicts upon us, because of 

our sin...  

21. For example, think back to the prisoner—he's on death row and bound to a cell, because of his crimes 

against society... 

22. So too, man by nature is locked into a cell of sin, as a punishment for his sins, ultimately, against God 

Himself... 

23. Thus—Christ liberates us from this sentence, by paying our sin debt for us, by His perfect life and 

sacrificial death...   

24. 1Pet.1:18-19—"You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 

conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot..."  

25. [b] He applies our freedom—that is—He liberates us by POWER—He unites us to Himself by faith, by 

His Spirit... 


