
Elijah I: Troubler of Israel 

I Kings 18:1-19 

 

Provoking God to the point of crisis … 

 

I. Preparation 

 A. In Secret  

 B. By Cherith 

 C. At Zarephath  

 

II. Confrontation 

 A. Key Characters 

  1. Ahab 

  2. Jezebel  

  3. Obadiah 

 B. A Wanted Man 

  1. Charges 

  2. Challenge 

 

III. Anticipation 

 A. Carmel 

 B. Christ 

 

… the trouble with truth. 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. What did God send to take care of Elijah while he lived near 

brook Cherith? 

2. How did God provide for the widow at Zarephath? 

3. What kind of King was Ahab? 

4. What do you think about his wife Jezebel? 

5. Ahab said Elijah was a troubler of Israel. Why? Who was the 

real troubler of Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Trouble to Triumph 

Sinners often have a hard time seeing the havoc they have 

wreaked upon themselves and others by their rebellion. What’s 

worse is that if someone is bold enough to point out the results 

of their misdeeds, rather being thankful for the truth, they often 

lash out at the messenger and sometimes even shift the blame 

to them. Irrational as that may be, it happens all the time. It 

happens on a grand scale with wicked King Ahab. His offenses 

arguably brought Israel to its lowest point of depravity ever. 

Ironically when God’s sends Elijah to confront him with his evil, 

he in turn accuses the prophet of troublemaking! A good 

rebuke will bring about godly repentance in a wise man, but 

not in a fool. The writer of Proverbs observes: A rebuke goes 

deeper into a man of understanding than a hundred blows into 

a fool. 17:10. Ahab was a fool. A fool will go down swinging 

against righteousness and he is not afraid to take others down 

with him if need be. The wise will receive the truth about their sin 

even though it hurts, will repent of it and will in turn help others 

to see the wisdom of God’s way of righteousness. Be wise: if 

someone troubles you by pointing out your transgressions thank 

them for their trouble and let God turn that trouble into triumph. 
 


