
Jer. 32:36-41 (WCF 28:4)  “For the Good of Thier Children”

For the Children: There are many stories about genies or such giving people the chance to choose anything they want. 
These are only make-believe stories, but if you were asked, what would you choose?  What is the greatest good you can 
think of?  A lot of money, or power or popularity?  More brains, more strength, more beauty?  According to God’s 
Word, the greatest good we can experience is what God promises in the covenant, and delivers through the Lord Jesus. 
Questions: What is the “covenant”?   What good covenant-blessings are mentioned in the text?  How do we know that 
God’s covenant still includes children?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Two Tales of a City
• The Jewish Tale: V. 35 records the Jewish evaluation of Jerusalem’s plight – facing siege from the Babylonians 

and the threat of Exile.  When the Lord was patient with them, they took that as a licence to keep sinning and 
refused to believe that disaster could befall them.  Now that He had brought judgement on them, they 
complained that He was too harsh.  This is typical of the unbeliever’s evaluation of history – as he rejects both 
God’s justice and His mercy

• The Lord’s Account of the Disaster: What happened to Jerusalem was according to the Lord’s covenant 
warnings and curses.  He upheld His covenant by acting justly against the wicked – exactly as he had said He 
would in Dt. 27-30.  Yet the Lord also upheld His covenant by preventing Israel’s sin from ending the 
covenant, in His mercy.  This He would do by bringing back those scattered in Exile and planting them in the 
Land again, in safety – as also foretold in Dt. 30:1-10

• The End of the Tale: This promise of restoration was partially fulfilled in OT times, with Israel’s return from 
Babylon.  But the scope of the promise is much wider than that.  The promise looks beyond to the New 
Covenant, as in Jer. 31:31f – the gathering of God’s people to the New Jerusalem, and ultimately the New 
Creation, from all over the world 

• God’s Initiative: All of this, both the punishment and restoration, was by God’s Sovereign and gracious 
initiative.  Note the word “I” is used about 10 times in the text, to show what He would be doing.  The 
believer’s view of history is based on this fact: that God is sovereignly working out His purposes, both by 
judging and saving

Second Point: The Covenant Behind the City
• Covenant-Fulfillment: God’s plan for history is cast in covenant-form – His strategy to restore what sin has 

damaged.  The covenant pronounced the curses that defined the punishments; it also promised the restoration 
and the blessings it would bring.  These ancient promises included that of Land (Gen. 15:18-21, 17:8 etc); that 
God would be their God and they His people (Gen. 17:7-8); that the covenant would be everlasting (Gen. 
17:7); and that the children of believers would be included in it (Gen. 17:7-8)

• The Inclusion of Children: As indicated, the Old Covenant included believers and their children 
(“descendants,” “seed”).  V. 39 of the text promises that God would teach His people to fear Him, for their 
good and the good of their children.  Since this is looking ahead to the New Covenant, it is clear that the 
children of believers would still be included.  See Acts 2:39, WCF 28:4

• A New Covenant Good: The “good” referred to here is that God was going to ensure that His covenant would 
be upheld and the rebellion of His people would finally be dealt with.  This would be done by giving the 
people one heart and one way, unifying them in the fear of the Lord.  This is another way of saying what Jer. 
31:31f promises of the New Covenant.  The result would be that God would bring on them all the covenant-
good He had promised them – in Christ.  This is the “greatest good” we can experience.  We should make it 
clear to our children that it is the greatest good, rather than acting as if we have other, higher priorities

Conclusion:


