
Mk. 9:14-29 “A Tough Exorcism”

For the Children: Some boys and girls are too proud to ask for help.  They get stuck on a maths problem, for example, 
and they won’t ask for help.  Jesus’ disciples thought they could cast out a demon without help from Him.  They didn’t 
ask for help.  They found they couldn’t get rid of the demon.  The Lord Jesus had more than enough power to cast out 
the demon.  He has more than enough power to help us with any problem today.   But He only shares His power and 
glory with those who humbly ask for help, in faith.  Questions:  Why is our faith so important to God?  Why is our 
prayer so important to Him?  List some areas where you have trouble trusting to the Lord’s help in your life.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Another Glimpse of Glory
• Transfiguration Over: After the glory of the Transfiguration we are struck by the contrast in finding the 

disciples failing to exorcise a demon and struggling with hostile scribes.  Perhaps the scribes were trying to get 
“mileage” from the failure, against Jesus

• A Resistant Demon: The glory of Transfiguration was to be followed by an increase in opposition – from 
demons as well men.  The demon here seems more powerful than those encountered before, more resistant.  It 
is extreme in the damage it does to the boy.  It resists Jesus to the last minute.  It does not whine like some of 
them had in Jesus’ presence.  When it leaves, the boy is as good as dead

• Resistance Overcome: But the Lord has the power to overcome this resistance with His Word.  The boy is 
freed and raised up.  The crowd is amazed at the greatness of His power (Lk. 9:43).  The glory of the 
Transfiguration is still there to be glimpsed by those who can see

Second Point: A Failure to Share in Glory
• A Father’s Disappointment: The emphasis here is on belief in the power/glory of Jesus, versus unbelief.  The 

father of the boy doubts Jesus’ ability to heal his son, after the disciples’ failure: If You can do anything…” (v. 
22).  The Lord draws attention to this questioning of His power in v. 23.  He throws it back to the man: “All 
things are possible to him who believes.”  See Jer. 32:27.  The healing only takes place after the father believes

• The Disciples’ Failure: Similarly, the emphasis with the disciples’ failure is on their unbelief.  They had 
assumed their past success in exorcism guaranteed automatic success.  Hence, they did not pray, seeking God’s 
will and help in the matter.  Mt. 17:10 speaks of the “littleness” of their faith, and implies they have less of it 
than a “mustard seed.”  For any faith, no matter how small, looks to the God who can do anything

• The Unbelieving Generation: The emphasis with that whole generation of Israel is also on their unbelief (v. 
19).  See 4:40, 6:52, 8:17-21.  It is not that the Lord becomes peevish, but that He exposes and condemns 
unbelief.  See Jer. 4:20-22.  Yet He also fully intended to keep working with the disciples until their faith 
would grow

Third Point: The Believer’s Share in Glory
• Access to Power: The believer has access to the infinite power and glory of Christ.  Yet we cannot use it as if 

we were infinite, or as if it were at our disposal.  “All things are possible to him who believes” – when we act 
according to God’s will.

• Only by Prayer: This is why the lack of prayer by the disciples was so significant.  It showed that they did not 
seek God’s will or help for the exorcism, but assumed the power was at their disposal.  “This kind” of demon 
would only come out if it was God’s will, and with His help.  Mt 17:21 adds fasting to prayer.  Fasting 
provides opportunity for more prayer, and expresses sorrow for our sin and dependency on God’s help.  Note 
that the boy’s father confesses his need and sin – “help my unbelief.”  This kind of humility is essential for us 
to share in Jesus’ power and glory.  God can accomplish His purposes without us, but we cannot share in His 
power and glory without this kind of faith

Conclusion:


