
TITLE: Persecution, Preaching and Prayer 

TEXT: Acts 4:1-31 

 

I. The Results of the Miracle and the Message (4:1-4)  

A. Resistance  
B. Relationship  
C. Reception  

II. The Revealing of the Truth (4:5-22)  

D. The Accusation  
E. The Answer  
F. The Angst  
G. The Authority Question  

III. The Response to the Trial (4:23-31)  

1. The comfort of community  

 

 

2. The confidence of sovereignty  

 

 

3. The call for help  

 

 

 

 



ABF Discussion Exercises 

“Suffering for the sake of Jesus and the proclamation of the gospel is a privilege,                    
for which we should rejoice.” 

Check In (Takeaway from last week): How did you share with “great boldness” 
what Jesus has done in our life with someone that we haven’t given the Gospel? 

 

1. Who do we go to?  

“Peter and John went directly to the church. They knew that they would find comfort and 
the right kind of spiritual support in their network of believers.”  

Read Acts 2:42-47 & 4:23 - discuss the following questions. 

Who do you run to in troubling times? Why? 

Are church members the first people we go to? Why or why not?  

What should our response be toward the unbelieving world? Why? 

 

2. How did they pray?  

“They did not ask to be delivered from persecution. They did not even ask that God 
judge or punish their opponents, but that the Gospel be promoted in the midst of the 
persecution.” 

Read the following passages and discuss the questions:       

Psalms 2 (quoted in Acts 4:25-26)                                                                                            
– How can we use the Bible in prayer? Give an example.                                                                                             

Acts 4:24                                                                                                                                      
– How can we use God’s Attributes in specific prayers? How can this add comfort? 

Acts 4:27-30                                                                                                                               
– How does God’s sovereignty affect the way you pray? Or if you pray?                                               

Takeaway 

Offer one time / date in the coming week that might work to meet with another 
member of your ABF class for discussion and prayer. 


