
Beware of Wide Road Teachers 
Matthew 7:15-23 

 
Good morning, everyone.  Please turn in your bibles to Matthew 7.  We are now into the altar call section of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount.  We are studying the conclusion to His message and His call to decision.  Last week I taught on 
verses 13-14, where Jesus challenged His audience to enter the kingdom of heaven over which He is King.  From Chapter 
5:2 through 7:12, we have His teaching about His kingdom and then He calls for people to make a decision that affects 
the rest of one’s life and eternity.  How’d He say it?   
 
Matt 7:13-14  "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who enter through it.  14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few 
who find it.  
 
He then follows that challenge by some warnings.  And that is what today’s message is about: warnings.  Let’s read the 
text. 
 
Matt 7:15-23  "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16 
"You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  17 "So 
every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a 
bad tree produce good fruit.  19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 "So 
then, you will know them by their fruits.  
 
21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in 
Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never 
knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'  
 
Now, why at this point does He warn people about false prophets or false teachers?  I believe it is because what Israel 
had constantly battled with for centuries was religiously zealous people, who to one degree or another misled folks by  
speaking and teaching what people wanted to hear, but ultimately led them astray. 
 
Examples:  
 
For the scribes and Pharisees it was like this:   
 
Follow these very specific rules (our rules) which we have derived from the Law of Moses, and you will be considered 
righteous. 
 
Today’s misleading messages are more like this:  
 
Everyone is going to heaven because God is too good to let anyone go to hell.  
You see, what people want to hear is that you can go to heaven but you don’t have to change anything.  Or 
 
God wants you to be materially and monetarily prosperous, rather than following Christ means self-denial. Or 
 
All you need to do is just be a good person and that is what it means to be a child of God.   Or 
 
It doesn’t matter what your faith is in as long as it is in a higher power and you are sincere. 
 
Reminds me of the tragedy I heard of when somebody thought it would be funny to paint black over the center line on a 
country highway and repaint the yellow line to veer off to the left towards the woods.  A driver comes along and is killed 
because he sincerely followed the path he thought was safe.  It wasn’t safe, and there was no do-over.   
 



All these misleading messages come from wide-gate, wide-road teachers and prophets who mislead people down the 
road to their destruction, because they get a lot of affirmation for teaching people what they want to hear. 
 
The most dangerous false teachers of all are those who point people to the wide path.  So it’s fitting that when Jesus is 
calling people to enter the kingdom through the narrow Gate,  the gate of faith in Him and His sacrifice on the cross 
alone, that He would warn them of the danger of people who have an appealing but deadly message that allows them to 
stay right where they are and feel good about it. 
 
So, what exactly are people like most of us who have entered that narrow gate and walking that narrow path to do with 
this warning?   
 
First, we must guard against false teaching ourselves lest we who have entered the narrow gate and are walking on the 
narrow path be encouraged to justify a wide-path lifestyle and be drawn away from narrow-path doctrine.  So this 
warning is for all of us lest we be led astray.   
 
But secondly we need to point people to the narrow gate and echo Christ’s warning.  Who’s going to sound the warning 
now that Christ isn’t here to do it?  It has to come from people who are on the narrow road.   
 
Part of sharing Christ with others involves exposing anything other than faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ as 
that which leads to destruction.  So let’s learn some things about wide-road teachers and their teaching. 
 
Warning #1: Beware that Wide-Road Teachers are ALWAYS a Legitimate Concern 
 
Matt 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come… 
 
Christ is clearly anticipating this problem which already existed to continue to exist.  If you are familiar with your bible, 
you know that there have always been false prophets.  There have always been, and there will always be until the 
deceiver is thrown into the abyss.  It is his work to deceive. 
 
If you read the Old Testament, false prophets told people what they wanted to hear justifying all sorts of sin and 
unorthodox religious practice and even paganism.  In the New Testament, nearly all the epistles are dealing with false 
teachers coming against and infiltrating local churches.   
 
Today these people fill the religious airways with their tantalizing and ear-tickling teaching.   Well-meaning Christians 
who listen to a lot of this unorthodox religious teaching buy into its slick appeal and magnanimous stories and they bring 
it into the church, via small groups and Sunday school classes. 
 
Warning #2: Beware that Wide-Road Teachers are not Obvious 
 
Matt 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.   
 
They use words that good bible teachers use.  They talk about God, righteousness, love, faith and so on.  They don’t 
come saying “Hey, let me introduce you to my cult.”  Or “Hey, I’m here to get this church or Christians to renounce your 
faith in Jesus.”  Or “Let me tell you about Jesus, who was really a first century plumber.” 
 
No, they will look like a pastor, and sound like one too, but they will have their own subtle twists and turns.  They will 
bait their teaching with appeal.  And it will sound and feel good.   
 
Let me give you an example:  “God wants you to be happy.”  And let’s face it, in this world “poor and happy” or “sick and 
happy” are not synonymous.  “God wants to prosper you and heal you.  No good God is for his own children suffering.”   
That’s bait that would sound good for all of us.  But it’s a mixture of truth and error.  Jesus called that “leaven.” 
 



Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.  A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.  Jesus said.  That bait I just gave 
you is the springboard to a whole lot of false teaching being introduced into Christendom during the decades of 
American prosperity.  And most of it comes over the airways, and almost none of it is subscribed to by orthodox 
seminaries.  
 
Jesus warned His disciples about the persecution and suffering that was going to come on Him, and ultimately on them.  
But they shut their ears to that message.  What they wanted to hear was “We’re going to overthrow the Romans and set 
up a new sovereign Israeli government, and you’re going to be my cabinet.  I’m going to make you rich and we’re going 
to be credited and loved by all of Israel for giving our brothers their country back.” 
 
Beware of the wide-road teachers because they look like and sound like fellow sheep and caring shepherds, but they’re 
not what they seem.   
 
Sometimes wide-road teachers are the brother and sister in Christ who doesn’t have the courage to tell us what we 
need to hear, but just what we want to hear.  They don’t mean to mislead us, but they pat us on the back and instead of 
saying “What you’re doing is wrong and it doesn’t have a place in your life as a Christian man or woman,” they give the 
message, “God understands sometimes we have hard choices to make.  No matter what you do I’ll be there for you.”  
One is what we want to hear, and the other is what we need to hear. 
 
One reminds us we’re on the narrow road, and the other affirms wide-road living.  The bible says in the proverbs “The 
wounds of a brother are faithful.”  Meaning if a brother says the hard-to-say and hard-to-hear thing, you better listen 
because not many will love you like that. 
 
Beware of the message you want to hear that grants approval to sin or directs you to any other source of authority than 
Christ and His word. 
 
Warning #3: Beware that Wide-Road Teachers must be Discerned 
 
Matthew 7:16-20  "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, 
are they?  17 "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 "A good tree cannot produce bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.  20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.  
 
Now, at first it seems like the statement “they come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves” would 
indicate that they are difficult to discern, and they are.  But that doesn’t mean they are not discernible.  What Jesus says 
it that we are to look at their life.  And even their life and conduct is going to look right at first. 
 
But not over the long haul.  Most wide-road teachers ultimately will evidence bad fruit.  The fruit of their ministry will be 
bad, the fruit of the teaching itself will be bad, and the fruit of their conduct and behavior will ultimately undermine and 
reveal their true character. 
 
Turn in your bibles to 1 Timothy 4:11-16.  I want to show you something very important.  And it’s the flipside of what 
Jesus is saying here.   Paul is exhorting Pastor Timothy about faithful teaching and shepherding of the flock. 
 
You see many false teachers are not pastors day in and day out living their lives in a community and among a flock.  That 
is because it’s really tough to live the way they want to live and not be detected.  So they become traveling prophets or 
televangelists.  And their lives are then no longer observable to the audience their speaking to. 
 
The people who are making their donations do not see the kind of husband and father he really is.  They do not see what 
kind of a citizen he is.  They see him in his pulpit or on his set and that’s it.   
 
But we would be wise to be very careful to give your ears and hearts or our money to the teacher whose life we cannot 
or have not observed.   



 
God has designed the church to be nourished and fed by shepherds who know their sheep, and whom the sheep know 
and can follow their example.  And that is what Paul is urging Timothy to be in this text.  We get the same sort of 
encouragement from Peter towards elders in 1 Peter 5. 
 
You see, when I look out over you I see people whose lives I know.  Often I know the pain and the history and can see it 
all behind your eyes.  The single moms, the broken homes, grieving widows or parents.  The dad whose teenagers have 
broken his heart.  The woman whose husband won’t follow Christ.  The man who struggles with a pornography 
addiction. 
 
The TV preacher schedules his teaching shoots and looks into the eyes of a camera.  He is shielded from the heart-
breaking night-time calls, the drop-ins of the desperate.  He is detached from the reality of life with a flock.  He can get 
rich on the donations of viewers, and no viewer ever sees how he lives.  Not so with the pastor who faithfully shepherds 
the flock and teaches the bible to the same group week after week after week.   
 
If a pastor’s teaching or life gets out of square, it will become noticeable.  There is accountability within the local 
congregation and public life in a community. 
 
To discern the wide-road teachers you must be able observe their life and conduct over time.  And then it’s not hard at 
all to discern. 
 
Warning #4: Beware that Wide-Road Teachers are Dangerous 
 
Jesus’ warning starts out saying they appear harmless like sheep but inwardly are ravenous wolves, and ends with the 
horrific description of people meeting their end thinking the road they were on was the narrow road but turned out to 
be the wide road. 
 
Matt 7:21-23   "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to 
them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'  
 
Could anything be more dangerous than false prophets and deception? Remember, two gates, two paths, two destinies, 
but one decision.  Only the narrow gate leads to the narrow path, and only the narrow path leads to eternal life with the 
eternal company of God and His people.   
 
And this text in 21-23 makes it clear that entering the kingdom is all about knowing Jesus Christ.  A relationship with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  Not works. Not religion. Not a combination of anything.  Faith in the Person of Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God and sinless sacrifice through which our sins are paid for.   
 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.   
 
I am THE way, THE truth, THE Life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
 
The shepherds you can trust continually point to Jesus and don’t make much of themselves.  They are not looking to 
make a name for themselves, they are not in it for money, or building some kind of kingdom of their own.  They 
emphasize faith over works as the means of salvation.  They emphasize holiness and godliness as the result of salvation. 
 
So beware of false prophets.  Know they will come and have come.  Know they will sound and look like the real thing.  
But know that they and their messages are dangerous, and it is the destroyer who is behind their words and works. 
 
Let’s pray. 


