
 REPENTANCE 
  
TEXT: LUKE 13:1-5 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1. I would like to point out the repetition in or text: “Suppose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans” (13:2).  “Think ye that they 
were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?” (13:4). 

2. “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (13:3, 
5). 

3. Our Lord told them that it was not right to draw such a conclusion 
respecting the terrible deaths of these men. “The fact that men come to a 
sudden and violent death is not proof that they are peculiarly wicked” 
(Albert Barnes). 

4. All men need to repent. Isaiah 55:7 says, “Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” 

5. And not only must lost sinners repent, the Bible teaches that oftentimes 
Christians also need to repent.   

6. The Bible says, “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God?  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (I Peter 4:17,18). 

7. In the book of Revelation, there are seven letters to seven churches.  In 
these seven letters to seven churches there are seven warnings to repent.  
For example, to the church of Laodicea, our Lord said, “As many as I love, 
I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Rev. 3:19). 

8. Twice our Lord said, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). 

9. In other words, unless you forsake your sins and turn to God you will die 
and go to hell. The Greek word translated “perish” is sometimes translated 
“destroy.”  

10. Jesus said in Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” 

11. The Greek word translated “perish” is sometimes translated “lost.”  Jesus 
said in Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”  



12. Sinners are lost without Christ.  They are perishing.  They are on their way 
to eternity in hell.  They need to repent. 

13. Repentance includes a strong conviction of sin, a Godly contrition for sin, 
an honest confession of sin, and a resolute determination to stop sinning.  
And it all begins with conviction. 

  
I.                  REPENTANCE BEGINS WITH CONVICTION 

1. Repentance begins with conviction, but repentance is much more than 
conviction.  Remember when Stephen preached to the Sanhedrin. It is 
recorded in Acts 7. 

2. Acts 7:54 says, “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with their teeth.”  They were under great 
conviction, but they did not repent. 

3. In fact, they killed Stephen.  They stoned him to death (Acts 7:54-60). 
4. Acts 24:25 says that when the apostle Paul “reasoned of righteousness, 

temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled.” 
5. “Felix trembled” because he was under conviction but he did not repent and 

get saved. 
6. Conviction comes from the Holy Spirit. Our Lord said, “when He (the Holy 

Spirit) is come, He will reprove (convict) the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8). 

7. Jesus said in John 6:44, “No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him.”  Conviction is the beginning of the “drawing” 
process. 

8. Conviction is more than just having a guilty conscience, though that is part 
of it.  But there are many people with guilty consciences who are not 
convicted of their sin, and who do not repent. 

9. Sometimes newspapers will publish photographs of people walking out of a 
courtroom or a police station.  When these people see the photographers 
they often try to cover their faces with their coats. 

10.  They feel shame over their sin, but this is not the same thing as conviction. 
11. Judas Iscariot “cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, 

and went and hanged himself” (Matthew 27:5).  Judas had a guilty 
conscience, and Judas was ashamed.  But he did not repent and get right 
with God. 

12. Furthermore, conviction of sin is more than fear of impending judgment. 
The Bible teaches that there is coming a time of judgment called the 



tribulation period.  During this time of judgment, there will be catastrophic 
judgments – famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. 

13. Revelation chapter 6 says that the sun will become black as sackcloth of 
hair, and the moon will become as blood; and the stars of heaven will fall 
down to the earth, and the heaven will depart as a scroll when it is rolled 
together; and every mountain and island will move out of their places. 

14. It will be a frightening time.  Luke 21:26 says, “Men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 

15. Men will be terrified.  Men will recognize that this is the hand of God.  But 
they will not be convicted of their sin.  Revelation 6:15-17 says, “the kings 
of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in 
the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?” 

16. When sinners are under conviction of sin, they do not call out to the 
mountains and rocks, they call on the Lord! 

17. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Romans 10:13). 

18. In fact, when you carefully study the book of Revelation, you notice that 
during the tribulation period, most sinners will refuse to repent (cf. Rev. 
9:6, 20, 21; 16:10, 11). 

19.  Conviction of sin is not merely knowing right from wrong.  Sadly, many 
people know right from wrong but they continue to live in sin. I have met 
many people like that.  They say, “I know it’s not right, but…” 

20. They even understand the consequences of their sin, but they’re not 
convicted of their sins.  I remember pleading with a woman (a professed 
Christian) to stop her adulterous relationship with a married man.  

21. Her Christian mother and I pleased with her for a long time.  She did not 
argue with us and she agreed with everything we said.  But she would not 
repent. 

22. But if she were genuinely convicted, she would have repented and broke up 
the relationship. 

23. To be convicted means to see sin in all its hideousness. Charles Finney said, 
“Instead of looking like a thing that is desirable or fascinating, it looks the 
very opposite, most odious and detestable, and he is astonished at himself, 
that he ever could have desired such a thing.” 



24. William Biederwolf said, “And yet the strange thing is that there are some 
men who know they are sinners, and know when they stop to think that 
their sin is a soul-damning, God-dishonoring thing and yet they will not 
repent. They will not give it up.”  

25. How tragic! 
26. And when they are being tormented in hell they will cry out to Father 

Abraham, and he will say, “Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented” (Luke 16:25). 

27. William Biederwolf said, “I know of a young woman who was so convicted 
that her lips trembled and tears came into her eyes and yet she drove back 
the tears and set her teeth and went out of the meeting and went on in the 
same old way and died telling her friends she was lost because she had 
stifled her conviction that night. I remember the mayor of a certain small 
city who came to the meetings until the Spirit of God took hold of him and 
made him miserable on account of his sins. I called on him in his office and 
I said ‘Mayor, why don't you yield yourself to God and end this fight?’ He 
wanted a little more time to think over it but I said, ‘You've had enough 
time.’ Some of you have taken so much time now that you're tottering to 
your grave with wrinkles and gray hairs and after your grave there's nothing 
left for you but hell because you won't give up to God. And I said, ‘Mayor, 
the people of this town are expecting you to settle this matter.’ And he said, 
‘Well, I'll go in the church after the meetings close but I ain't got the 
courage to walk down that aisle; I've never told anybody else but I'll tell 
you.’ And I said, ‘You great big six-footer Scotchman, you ought to be 
ashamed of yourself.’ It's a wonder he didn't land on me, but he sat there 
and trembled like a man waiting for execution and all I could get out of him 
was that he would go in the church just as soon as the meetings were over, 
but he never did. He went into cahoots with the whiskey gang and the 
people got tired of his rotten administration and voted him out of office, and 
I don't know where he is now. No, Sir, conviction alone will never do the 
business!” 

II.               REPENTANCE LEADS TO CONTRITION 
1.     Contrition is deep Godly sorrow because of sin. If there is not true 

contrition, a man will go right back to his old ways and to his sin.  
 
`Tis not enough to say 
 
I’m sorry and repent 



 
And then go on from day to day 
 
Just living as we went. 
 
Repentance is to leave 
 
The sins we loved before 
 
And show that we did earnest grieve 
 
By doing them no more. 

  
2.     So, there must be genuine conviction, and then genuine contrition. 

David prayed, “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever 
before me.  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
thy sight” (Psalm 51:3, 4). 

3.     That is genuine contrition. 
4.     But the apostle Paul said that “godly sorrow worketh repentance to 

salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death” (II Cor. 7:10). 

5.     Some of you may remember Donald Manes.  He was the borough 
president of Queens County from 1971 to 1986.   

6.     He committed suicide on March 13, 1986, after getting caught in a big 
kickback scheme. 

7.     Right after his suicide, I was in church when, referring to Manes’ 
downfall, the preacher said, “the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 

8.     It has been observed that most of the men in prison are sorry. But they 
are sorry that they got caught and had to suffer for it. They are not sorry 
that they sinned against a holy God. 

9.     William Biederwolf said, “If merely being sorry is repentance, then hell 
is full of penitents, for in that place there is weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth forevermore." 

10. David said, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). 

11. When there is genuine contrition, there will be genuine repentance. 
12. Repentance is a change of mind which leads to a change in direction. 
13. Repentance is a change of mind which results in a change of attitude.   
Which leads me to my next point.  First conviction, then contrition, then 
confession. 



14. The apostle Paul said, "Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21; cf. 
26:15-20). 

15. God demands repentance. There are many phony conversions and shallow 
professions and unsaved church members today because oftentimes there is no 
real repentance. 
  

III.           REPENTANCE LEADS TO CONFESSION OF SIN 

1. Confession of sin and reparation of wrongs and making restitution are fruits 
of repentance.  John the Baptist said, “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of 
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). 

2. When a worldly, indifferent sinner confesses his sin – and judges his sin—
and seeks to be cleansed from his sin – when he turns from his old ways 
and starts to go the right way – this is genuine repentance. 

3. God wants a sincere confession, and when there is no sincere confession 
there is no genuine repentance. 

4. And when there is no genuine repentance, there is no genuine conversion. 
5. Repentance and faith go together – they are two sides to the same coin. 
6. A sick man cannot get well until he acknowledges that he is sick. Likewise, 

a lost man cannot get saved until he acknowledges that he is a lost sinner. 
7. The prodigal son climbed out of the pig pen (Luke 15:14-19). 
8. But today many churches are letting sinners stay in the pig pen and they’re 

telling them, "Repeat this little prayer after me and you’ll be saved." 
9. God wants a sincere confession. Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his 

sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.”  

10. Many people try to cover their sins, but God sees right through their cover. 
11. The Bible says, “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). 
12. The book of Ecclesiastes ends with this warning, “For God shall bring 

every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil” (Eccl. 12:14). 

13. When there is genuine repentance, there will be sincere confession of sin. 
And when there is sincere confession of sin, there is pardon; there is 
forgiveness; and there is cleansing. 

14. First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

  
 



CONCLUSION: 

1. Over 100 years ago, R. A. Torrey said: "There surely is not the emphasis 
laid upon repentance in modern preaching that there is in the Bible" (What 

the Bible Teaches, p. 353). 
2. Preachers from the past like Torrey and Moody and Spurgeon emphasized 

repentance, but today few preachers mention it. 
3. The prophet Ezekiel said: "Thus saith the Lord; Repent, and turn yourselves 

from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations" 
(Ezek. 14:6).  
 
The prophet Zechariah said: "Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, 
saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts" 
(Zech. 1:3).  
 
And the Lord Jesus said: "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish" (Luke 13:3, 5).  
 
In May of 1948 three men robbed a bank in Hoyt, Kansas, getting away 
with $1,000. Shortly afterwards, two men were killed in a car wreck, and 
police thought they were the robbers and the case was closed.  
 
Four years later, however, something unusual happened. On a Sunday 
morning at the Seward Avenue Baptist Church a young man named Al 
Johnson stepped to the pulpit and revealed to the congregation that the day 
before he had gone to the district attorney and confessed his role in the 
crime. 
 
Al Johnson was a teenager when the crime occurred, and he said that he had 
thought about the bank robbery many times since the robbery. 
 
He said, “I prayed about it and asked the Lord to give me an answer. It 
seemed that He would give me only one answer and that was to give myself 
up.”  That is conviction that leads to contrition and to confession. 
 
That is genuine repentance. 
 
Johnson also revealed that he had borrowed the money to repay the bank his 
share of the stolen funds. The statute of limitations had expired, but 
Johnson said that even if it meant going to prison, he could not keep the 



secret any longer.  
 
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

13. "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3, 
5). 

 

  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 


