
1 
 

EPHESIANS – CONCLUSION 

Introduction 

End of epistle – conclusion. Pleasant but puzzling – seems just small talk – greeting etc. ‘Only’ 

personal matters rather than teaching about God or about Christian living.  

‘All doctrine should lead to worship.’ – Here it should lead to Christian living. This is the teaching of 

epistle put into practice – we are getting a roadside view of the Christian race.  

Bible is not just for the church – it is for life. 

Three relationships shown to us in practice 

1. Paul and the Ephesian church 

2. The Ephesian church  and one of their members – Tychicus 

3. The church 

Paul and the Ephesian church 

He does more than write them a letter – he sends a mutual friend. This is real closeness. 

Should not surprise us – early church marked by acts of brotherly kindness – teaching of epistle is 

‘members of one body’. Their lives interpenetrate. More than teacher and students – they belong to 

each other. Characteristically Christian. 

Reflects relationship of Jesus with his people. He became one of us – our Maker now belongs to the 

human race. He bore our burdens. He calls us to share his suffering and glory. 

Paul assumed they were interested in how he was getting on – prison in Rome. Did they? Might have 

‘moved on’. Do we have that interest in one another’s welfare? 

More than an assumption – he knew he was modelling the gospel to them. He was among the first 

Christians they knew – ‘what is this life like?’ 

At the time he was suffering – ‘how does a Christian cope?’ He had not moved on any more than 

they had. His example could still influence them – he had a responsibility to show how to cope with 

suffering. That is the case with gospel ministry – an obligation – ‘woe is me if I do not preach the 

gospel’. And it is the responsibility of older Christians – young ones look at us and get the picture 

from us. We must honour Christ and model godly living. Paul knew that.  

 ‘That you may know my affairs’ includes the idea ‘know how I conduct myself’ – example.  

Does that seem a burden? Then we do not have the mind of Christ. 
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This is good overcoming evil. He said the same to Philippi. ‘I have learned to be content.’ This is 

God’s gift/grace and something we should pursue. In trouble he spent time serving them – example 

for us. He rejoiced in hope of the glory of God and in his grace. Don’t become self-absorbed – 

dangerous to you and to those who look to you for an example.  

Know what the Lord’s will is. Be filled with the Spirit. Submit to one another.  

The Ephesian church and one of their members – Tychicus 

Paul used him as his messenger. He is sensitive to the recipients of his letter – he sends one of 

themselves whom they will welcome. We should listen to how our words are coming across to 

others. 

What sort of person is he?  

‘Beloved’. Suggests something about the person. He is called a ‘servant’. Why do we love Christ? 

Because he did not come to be served but to serve. If we are wise we will recognise the value of 

people who go out of their way for the sake of others.  

Who would send someone who was only out for themselves? 

Tychicus understood that the church is one body and prospers only when each member plays its part 

in building up the rest – it is not a supermarket where we go to choose whatever suits us. He is the 

srot of person who will be loved and rewarded. 

It also says something about the church. They recognised his grace and valued him. They did not 

take him for granted. That showed a degree of spiritual maturity on their part. Christ’s disciples 

should be marked by love.  That includes bearing with one another – see epistle. Tychicus was not 

perfect but they did not find fault and make demands – they loved him.  

‘Faithful.’ That is a vital quality in someone we send with a message – he has to convey what has 

actually been said. That may imply understanding it – in the case of the gospel. There is no room for 

a trustee who decides to use trust property for something other than the trust purposes. Faithful. 

Proverbs 25:13, ‘’Like the cold of snow in harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send him; he 

refreshes the soul of his masters.’ That has implications for gospel ministry – is it the message Christ 

has given? Are we only serving ourselves or Christ? See 3 John. 

The church and God 

There is the conclusion of it all. Full circle – 1:1-3. 
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Paul’s prayer is for the blessing the Spirit brings, especially those that reflect the character of Jesus, 

but also the peace that the Spirit brings. New Testament writers desire other things (e.g. health – 2 

John) but the main things are the peace of God and the fruit of his Spirit.  

They have already known peace. When the gospel came they found peace with God – the greatest 

human concern was taken care of – they could be at peace – Christian experience. Especially when 

they are assured of their interest in Christ’s work. The Spirit brings the gospel home and so gives 

peace.  

Jesus says, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.’ He has the peace of God – as under 

God’s blessing having no more of our sin to answer for. He gives that peace to all who believe on him 

for salvation – they see their sin has been put away and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Epistle 

ends without demand – only a prayer for this peace to be enjoyed without end. 

Paul prays for ‘love and faith’.  

Love is the life of the Christian – the heart going out to others as God’s heart does – the life of God in 

the soul of man. It is the image of Christ, especially as it leads to obedience. It is love for God, and 

love for others. That is what shows we know God’s grace; leads to worship; builds up the people of 

God; brings the lost into Christ’s fold. It is not natural to us – the fruit of the Spirit and the command 

of Christ. 

Faith is vital. Without it we are not Christ’s – there is no prayer – obedience is not in love. Faith is key 

that runs the lock of heaven so that we get the blessings we ask for.  

In a word, it is ‘grace’ – God’s blessing richly given. That is what epistle is about – and how we should 

respond to that. But there is more. 

Paul has been instructing readers in how God has dealt with them and how to respond. There is 

always a danger of drifting away – otherwise instructions would not be necessary – either in doctrine 

or in living.  

Note: ‘with all who leave the Lord Jesus in sincerity’. The word means ‘without corruption’ or 

‘something spoiling it’. A profession of love may be accompanied by a bad spirit (Diotrephes) or false 

teaching (other epistles).  

God’s grace is to sinners; but his comfort is felt or denied as we walk closely with him in love and 

faith.  


