
Mk. 8:27-33  “Who Do You Say That I Am?”

For the Children: What do you find most difficult about being one of God’s children?  Is it having to obey His 
commandments?  Not being allowed to do things non-Christian kids are allowed to do?  Having to read the Bible so 
often, and pray?  Having to go to church?  Having to ask forgiveness when you sin against someone, or forgive them 
when they sin against you?  All through your life the devil will try to get you to forget these things and take the “easy 
way out.”  He tried to get the Lord Jesus to take the easy way and avoid the cross.  If he had succeeded, we would not 
know the salvation of the Lord.  We can be very thankful that Jesus didn’t listen to the devil!   And not complain so 
much about the things the Lord requires of us.  Questions: Why didn’t the disciples confess that Jesus is Messiah 
earlier?  What does “Messiah” mean?  Why is this confession so important for us? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: An Open Revelation of the Messiah
• The Blind Begin to See: The crowds and the Jewish leaders had the Truth veiled from them – hence the 

Parables (4:10f).  Even the disciples didn’t really understand who Jesus was (7:18, 8:18,21).  By healing a 
blind man the Lord showed that He could open their eyes too – spiritually speaking.  Then He immediately 
tests the disciples to show whether they see the truth yet

• Disciples Versus the People: A distinction is made between what the “people” understand, and the disciples. 
The crowds thought He was John the Baptist, Elijah, or some other prophet.  There is no change since 6:14-16. 
They still do not see Jesus as Lord, Son of God  or Messiah.  But the Lord expects that the disciples can do 
better than that – “But who do you say that I am?”

• Peter’s Confession: Peter then gives a great confession of Jesus as the Messiah, God’s Anointed One.  Mt. 
16:16 adds that He is the “Son of the Living God.”  This confession is crucial.  Mk. 1:1 introduced this 
confession as the theme of his book.   It has taken half the book to bring the disciples to realize it!  This now 
explains all the accounts Mark has given about His miracles and teaching.  It is crucial because of what it 
means.  “Messiah” means He is chosen by God for a special task and equipped to do it.  It means He is our 
great Prophet, Priest and King.  It fulfills Israel’s great hope for restoration, as in the OT

• Tell No One: Despite that importance, the Lord commands the disciples not to tell anyone of their discovery. 
That was because He still had to be rejected by the people and leaders

Second Point: An Open Revelation of the Messiah’s Suffering
• What Kind of Messiah: Stage 2 in opening the eyes of the disciples involves telling them what kind of Messiah 

Jesus was.  This is the main interest from this chapter forward.  The theme is especially picked up in 9:31, 
10:33f.  From this point on the Lord began stating openly that He was the Messiah who must suffer and die 
before being raised to glory.  It is just as important to know this as to know that Jesus is Messiah.  For the 
Messiah could only save us by suffering and dying before rising to glory – due to our sin.  The OT actually 
foretold this too – first the suffering (Is. 52:14; 53), then the glory (Is. 53:12)

• Must Suffer: This was a “must” (v. 31), because God had ordained it and foretold it; because that was Jesus’ 
commission; and because it was the only way for us to be saved

• After Three Days: The glory was indicated by the promise of His resurrection “after 3 days.”  The 3 days are 
significant because of Hos. 6:1-2 and Jonah 1:17 (with Mt. 12:40, 16:4).  Three days indicates a time long 
enough to get the point – in this case, that Jesus was really dead – and short enough to know that God does not 
leave His sons to suffer for long

• Get Behind Me: The disciples were not ready to receive this truth – just as previously they had not seen that He 
really was the Messiah.  The Lord said it “must” happen, Peter says “It shall not!”  He rebukes the Lord for it. 
But the Lord rebukes him for viewing the Messianic calling in a human way, rather than God’s way.  In this, 
Peter becomes Satan’s agent, trying to tempt the Lord to step aside from the cross.  Just like the wilderness 
temptation, Satan had waited for an “opportune time” to tempt the Lord again.  Here he does so on the high-
point of Peter’s confession.  But the Lord resists the temptation

Conclusion:


