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The Audacity 
Romans 11:7-10 

 
What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is written:“God has 
given them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And ears that 
they should not hear, To this very day.” 9 And David says: “Let their table 
become a snare and a trap, A stumbling block and a recompense to them. 
10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, And bow down 
their back always” (Romans 11:7-10). 
 
Introduction 
 
 Perhaps the problem is the relative ease in which we have lived.  The 
‘we’ of whom I speak is today’s free and prosperous westerner.  And what 
is the ‘problem?’  The problem is preaching a sermon on a passage which 
contains nothing less than shock value, as in the four verses before us.   

Not only do these verses speak of election, they speak of divine 
blinding, a God-given stupor, a table that becomes a stumbling block and a 
source of retribution (payback) and finally the condition of compulsory 
servitude on the part of those who would oppress that which is good and 
godly. 
 How much easier would it be to fast forward to chapter 12 where we 
can speak of the very challenging, yet palatable, call to live holy lives and 
think holy thoughts!  One labors to extract the redemptive message found 
in this passage.  We are forced to reach beyond the boundaries of our 
comfortable experience, where the Christian faith is more of a highly 
demanding method of psychological comfort and cultural and familial tips 
on wisdom; a cut above Oprah and Dr. Phil with heaven thrown in for 
good measure.  How different the faith has been through the ages. 
 We’ve not stood in the lineup anticipating, with horror, the crushing 
jaws of a lion consuming our wives and children before cheering crowds 
simply because they follow Jesus.  We have no close friends who have been 
burned alive for their doctrinal convictions, buried then exhumed and 
burned again so their ashes would be thrown in a river to be rapidly 
forgotten.  None of us are intimately acquainted with the deportation and 
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mass murder just 100 years ago among the Armenians or, of course those 
victims of the Third Reich.  All ancient history—footnotes. 
 Getting a little closer we begin to observe (even now in the 21st 
century) harsh, international anti-Christian sentiments.  I recently had 
dinner with my neighbors.  Of the four couples, two couples were Coptic 
Christians.  They began speaking of friends who were still in Egypt being 
slaughtered for their faith by ISIS. 
 It is generally not at the top of the list our memory verses or on the 
bottom of the In-n-Out Burger fountain drink to read: 
 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, 
“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will 
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth” 
(Revelation 6:9, 10)? 

  
 Not to engage in negative prognostications, but I do pray that my 
children and the Christians to whom I have sought to minister become 
better Christians than I—brave, virtuous, knowledgeable, faithful and 
strong in their convictions.   
 Be that as it may, the words of the apostle in this passage would have 
been a source of great comfort to those who were “killed all day 

long…accounted as sheep for the slaughter” (Romans 8:36).  There is a 
God in heaven who will set things right. 
 

O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will 
strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 18 to do justice 
to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of the 
earth may strike terror no more (Psalm 10:17, 18). 

 
 What is the purpose of the insertion of this passage?  Let us not forget 
that Paul is, as it were, an apologist for the faithfulness of God and His 
word.  He is explaining their error when they entertain the notion that “the 

word of God has failed” (Romans 9:6).  It is toward the final turn of his 
apologetic that he offers the interrogative “What then?” tis oun with which 
he will sum up what he has been saying for the last two chapters. 
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What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded (Romans 11:7). 
 
What Religion Seeks 
 
 Israel had not obtained what it was seeking.  What were they 
seeking?  What does all religion seek—and perhaps in a less “religious” 
way, what does every person seek?   
 

What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue 
righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is 
by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead 
to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? 
Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based 
on works (Romans 9:30-32).  

 
 Every man (somewhere in his soul) and every religious pursuit wants 
“righteousness” dikaiosynen or to use another translation of the same word, 
every man wants to be “justified”.    Some want to be justified before God 
and others want to feel justified in themselves (as if the satisfaction of my 
own conscience is the ultimate achievement).  I have been known to harp 
on a point because I want to justify my position before other people.  But 
the justification of self is not an argument you want to get in with God. 
 

Then Job answered and said: 2 “Truly I know that it is so: But 
how can a man be in the right1 before God? 3 If one wished to 
contend with him, one could not answer him once in a 
thousand times (Job 9:1-3). 

 
 What Israel failed to pursue and certainly failed to obtain—what all 
fail to obtain—is righteousness before God.  This righteousness comes by 
faith and by faith alone. 
 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we 

                                                           
1 The Septuagint uses dikaios for “right” in this verse. 
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have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God (Romans 5:1, 2). 

 
For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of 
the law (Romans 3:28). 

 
 It is a sad state of affairs in the human soul that we are wholly 
inclined to refuse the gift of righteousness which comes through the blood 
of Christ.  The fall has so corrupted us that it is woven into our natures to 
hate that (the only One) which is good and right and true and pure.  Truly 
it takes an act of God to subdue our otherwise obstinate hearts. 
 
The Audacity of God 
 
 That which Israel (or any person or religion) could not obtain, “the 

elect have obtained”.  Literarily the verse reads “election has obtained” in 
order (it has been suggested—and I agree) that the emphasis focus upon 
the work of God rather than some quality in the elect.   
 The apostle then takes a turn in his apologetic that makes the natural 
mind cringe—and sadly even the mind of some of the elect.  He placards 
the audacity of God with the words “and the rest were blinded.” 

Unlike so many of us who feel the need to present a more benign 
god—a god who sits on his hands while men make the big decisions—Paul 
presents a God who is sovereign, not merely over the affairs of men, but 
over the hearts of men. 
 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 
water: He turneth it whithersoever he will (Proverbs 21:1). 

 
 As emboldened as the ungodly may become—as confident as they 
might seek to stand—as high as their tower ascends on which they shake 
their fist—God will never be on the defense.  He has His own fist, and He 
gathers the wind in it. 
 

Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has 
gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the 
waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the 
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earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? Surely 
you know (Proverbs 30:4)! 

 
 Of the above verse it has been said: 
 

If the inhabitant of the earth looks up to the blue heavens 
streaming in the golden sunlight, or sown with the stars of 
night; if he considers the interchange of the seasons, and feels 
the sudden rising of the wind; if he sees the upper waters 
clothed in fleecy clouds, and yet held fast within them 
floating over him; if he lets his eye sweep the horizon all 
around him to the ends of the earth, built up upon nothing in 
the open world-space (Job 26:7): the conclusion comes to him 
that he has before him in the whole the work of an 
everywhere present Being, of an all-wise omnipotent 
Worker—it is the Being whom he has just named as ֵאל, the 
absolute Power, and as the ים  exalted above all created ,ְקדֹשִׁ
beings…,2 

 
 The apostle then builds upon the power of God over the hearts of 
men.  He doesn’t do this with new revelation, but with reference to that 
which the accusers should have already been acquainted—the Scriptures. 
 
Just as it is written:“God has given them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they 
should not see And ears that they should not hear, To this very day.” 
9 And David says: “Let their table become a snare and a trap, A stumbling 
block and a recompense to them. 10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that 
they do not see, And bow down their back always” (Romans 11:8-10). 
 
Unsearchable Judgments 
 
 There is no way to read this passage without acknowledging God as 
the cause of stupor (the state of not being able to think—bewilderment), 
blindness, and spiritual deafness.  Some will say that God merely hardened 
them in their own rebellious convictions, but how does that address the 

                                                           
2 Keil, C. F., & Delitzsch, F. (1996). Commentary on the Old Testament (Vol. 6, p. 447). Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson. 
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real issue?  Could not God have done that to anyone of us (see Romans 
3:10-18)? 
 The world and even some believers are more comforted with the 
notion of luck or chance when it comes to the destiny of souls.  But Paul 
would countenance no such irrational solution.  There is a divine plan—a 
holy orchestration.  Paul will later acknowledge the “unsearchable” nature 
of God’s judgments.  “Unsearchable” does not mean irrational or illogical.  
It means unfathomable.  It is beyond our depth or height to grasp.   
 It must be noted that all men in every field and in all endeavors, 
whether with microscopes or telescopes, will reach a place where they 
must inevitably scratch their heads and say to themselves “My anchor 
cannot reach the sand.”  There are judgments that are divine.  It is precisely 
here that we would be wise to heed the words of Calvin to “wonder at the 
incomprehensible counsel of God.” 
 
Accountability Before God 
 
 Let us also note that the sovereignty of God in no ways mitigates or 
lessens the accountability of man.  Evil men will sit in comfort at their 
tables with their feet on the neck of the widow and the fatherless.  But that 
very table will become a trap and they will find that their very method of 
oppression will be upon their own backs.  It is no small thing to revel in sin 
before man and God. 
 What we shall see later in this chapter is God’s divine and gracious 
plan which includes this hardening “until the fullness of the gentiles has 
come in” (Romans 11:25).  But for now, let us take refuge in a Table that 
will never become a snare or a trap—a Table of divine feasting and eternal 
peace and comfort. 
 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who 
are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 
to me, “These are the true words of God” (Revelation 19:9). 

 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

Questions for Study 
 

1. Why do you think a passage like Romans 11:7-10 is so difficult (pages 
2, 3)? 

2. What is the purpose for this passage in the context of Romans 9-11 
(pages 3, 4)? 

3. What does all “religion” seek?  What do all people seek?  How is this 
generally sought (page 4)? 

4. How does one find peace, righteousness and justification before God 
(pages 4, 5)? 

5. Discuss the sovereignty of God over the affairs of men and over the 
hearts of men.  How should we respond to this (pages 5, 6)? 

6. Does God’s sovereignty lessen human accountability?  Discuss your 
answer (page 7). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


