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1 Timothy 6:6–12 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for 
we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 
take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pangs. 
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things.  
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of 
the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. … 
[Jesus – Pilate] 
 

Key Application 
Put to death the cravings in your heart and place your trust 

Jesus and he has promised us a great reward. 
 
There are Ever Only Two Ways to Live 
#! You do what want (Self-Rule) 

Or 
#! You do what your told (Obedience) 

Notes:'
In the Wilderness: The Book of Numbers 
[#28 in Series] (Numbers 15–25) Forty Years in the Wilderness: Part 13 
God Can Speak Through a Donkey – Numbers 22–24 
Sermon Outline – November 15, 2015 
 

Children’s Sermon: My Way or God’s Way? 

!! Why do we all want to do what we want? (My way) 
!! What does God’s way look like? 
Luke 6:35 
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for 
he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.  
!! Who is promising this reward? 
!! Why does loving our enemies please God? 
!

Big Picture!!
 

From Kadesh to the Plains of Moab (20:1–22:1) 
Chapter 21: God Delivers Israel: A Call to Faith (Sihon & Og) 
Chapters 22–25: Protection from the LORD 

1.!Balaam’s Oracles: God Has the Power to Bless (22-24) 
2.!Seduction by Moab (25; Cf. 31:16 – Balaam advice) 

2 Peter 2:15–16 
Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They 
have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 
who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked 
for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke 
with human voice and restrained the prophet’s 
madness.  
What do you think Balaam wanted to, “gain” by 
cursing Israel? 

Who Has the Power to Bless & Curse? 
Key Questions 

Does a prophet of the LORD have power to bless & curse? 
Does Balak have authority to summon Balaam…? 

 

The Summons of Balak (Moab & Midian) 
"! Balak: “sent messengers…to call [Balaam]” (31:8) 
6 Come now, curse this people for me, since they are 
too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat 
them and drive them from the land, for I know that he 

Notes:'
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whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is 
cursed.” 
 

Genesis 12:3 
I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse…”  
 

Who/What Owned Balaam’s Heart?  
It seemed like Balaam knew that blessings & 
curses came from the Lord, but his desire for gain 
affected his judgment. 

Discerning Heart Idolatry… 
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 

at the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7b) 
Actions speak louder than words. 

 

"! Balaam: “I will bring back word to you, as the LORD 
speaks to me.” 

"! The LORD: “Who are these men with you?”  
12 God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. 
You shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.” 
13 So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the 
princes of Balak, “Go to your own land, for the 
LORD has refused to let me go with you.”… 
15 Once again Balak sent princes, more in number 
and more honorable than these. 16 And they came to 
Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak the son of 
Zippor: ‘Let nothing hinder you from coming to me, 
17 for I will surely do you great honor, and whatever 
you say to me I will do. Come, curse this people for 
me.’ ” 18 But Balaam answered and said to the 
servants of Balak, “Though Balak were to give me his 
house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond 
the command of the LORD my God to do less or 
more. 19 So you, too, please stay here tonight, that I 
may know what more the LORD will say to me.” 20 
And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, 
“If the men have come to call you, rise, go with them; 
but only do what I tell you.” 21 So Balaam rose in the 
morning and saddled his donkey and went with the 
princes of Moab. [What does Balaam not say?] 

Notes:'

What is heart 
idolatry?!

! 3!

22 But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and 
the angel of the LORD took his stand in the way as 
his adversary. … 
 

Key Point 
Balaam talked a good game but was really ruled by his greed. 

 

Lesson from a Donkey to the “Super-Prophet” 
"! “the donkey saw the angel of the LORD” (23, 25, 27) 
"! “Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey” (28)  
32 And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why 
have you struck your donkey these three times? 
Behold, I have come out to oppose you because your 
way is perverse before me. 33 The donkey saw me and 
turned aside before me these three times. If she had 
not turned aside from me, surely just now I would 
have killed you and let her live.” 34 Then Balaam 
said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I 
did not know that you stood in the road against me. 
Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn 
back.” 35 And the angel of the LORD said to Balaam,  
“Go with the men, but speak only the word that I tell 
you.” So Balaam went on with the princes of Balak.  
…37 And Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send to 
you to call you? Why did you not come to me? Am I 
not able to honor you?” 38 Balaam said to Balak, 
“Behold, I have come to you! Have I now any power 
of my own to speak anything? The word that God 
puts in my mouth, that must I speak.” 
 

Key Conclusion 
Only God has the power to bless & curse.  

Not Balaam and not Balak, only God! 
 

Matthew 10:28 
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 
 

Who/What Owns Your Heart? (1 Timothy 6:6–12) 
What does “godliness” mean? 
What does “contentment” mean? 

Notes:'


