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John 11: 17 – 36  Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2: 1 - 10 

‘The Resurrection and the Life’ 

 

 

Stand – Read – Pray   

 

 

Last week we began our study in John Chapter 11 and looked at the first 16 

verses that are preparing us for the miracle that is about to take place in the 

raising of Lazarus from the dead. 

 

 

You remember that Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that Lazarus, a man 

whom Jesus loved in both a brotherly affectionate way and a divine way, was 

sick and they wanted Him to come and heal him. 

 

 

Jesus told His disciples that his sickness was not unto death but for the glory of 

God and Christ because Jesus knew that He was going to go to Bethany and raise 

him from the dead. So Jesus stays where He was for another 2 days and in those 2 

days Lazarus does die. 

 

 

After the 2 days, Jesus tells His disciples that they need to go back to Judea, 

where Lazarus was, and they say to Him ‘the Jews want to stone you to 

death…are you sure you want to go back there’.  

 

 

So Jesus gives them, and us as we saw last time, a profound lesson in God’s 

sovereign timing about life and death and that those days are fixed for all of us 

just like the 12 hours of daylight in a day are fixed and can not be changed. 

 

 



Jesus told His disciples that He was glad that He was not there to heal Lazarus 

before he died because when He raises Lazarus from the dead, the disciples faith 

would increase, they would know that God sent Him and that He is God in human 

form and they would know that He had the power of death. 

 

 

Because in just a few days, there whole world is going to come crashing down 

when Jesus gets taken by the Jews and He is crucified and killed. They will need 

to know that He has the power of life and death as He said, and this miracle will 

increase their faith to do so.  

 

 

So as they get ready to leave for Judea, Thomas says to the other disciples ‘let us 

also go that we may die with Him’. And so they leave for Judea because of the 

love that Jesus has for Lazarus and Mary and Martha, and that is where we pick it 

up starting in Verse 17. 

 

 

Verses 17 - 19: so when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the 

tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem about 2 miles away. And many 

of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary to comfort them 

concerning their brother. 

 

 

Jesus and His disciples walked the 10 or so miles and arrived in Bethany which is 

about 2 miles from Jerusalem. When they get there some of the same Jews that 

want Him dead are there, Verse 19 says, comforting Mary and Martha. So that 

just adds to the tension when Jesus and His disciples show up.  

 

 

And when He gets there, Lazarus has already been in the tomb for 4 days. When 

someone died in that time they were buried in a relatively short time after death, 

because they had no way to preserve the body from decaying.  

 

 



In Jewish belief, the soul of the person who died hovered around the body of the 

deceased for 3 days hoping to re-enter it and then after that would depart because 

the body was decaying just as verse 39 says. Only after 4 days would death then 

be considered irreversible. So, for Jesus to come along and raise Him from the 

grave would have been an incredible divine miracle. 

 

 

And when someone died, many people would come to comfort them and to 

mourn their loss, especially if it was someone who was well known in the 

community. They would come and spend as much as a week with them to mourn 

and grieve with them. Sometimes they would even hire professional mourners to 

weep and wail at different times prior to, during and after the burial.  That is why 

everyone was still there when Jesus arrives.  

 

 

In a typical funeral like that for Lazarus, they would have had a procession of 

people that would have been led by the women that would have taken them to the 

tomb where everyone would have lined up and then some people would say 

things and the mourners would mourn out loud.  

 

 

And the reason the women led the procession, one historian said, was because the 

woman by her first sin, talking about Adam and Eve, brought death into the 

world, so she ought to lead the mourners to the tomb.  

 

 

When they left the tomb, the people would form two lines and the mourners 

would turn to the tomb and say ‘depart in peace’ and then walked between them 

back to the house where a meal had been prepared. During the 7 days of intense 

mourning one could not study, wash, anoint themselves, conduct any business or 

wear shoes. After that there would be 30 more days of minor mourning with no 

restrictions.   

 

 

So this is the situation as Jesus and His disciples arrive in Bethany.  

 



And if you think about this from a spiritual application aspect, Jesus came to this 

funeral to raise Lazarus from the dead, to show His power over death. Then think 

about your own life, the Bible says in Ephesians 2: 1, 5 that you were dead in 

your trespasses and sins and that we have been made alive together with Christ by 

grace you have been saved and raised us up together in Christ Jesus… 

 

 

What Jesus does on a physical level here with Lazarus He can and does on a 

spiritual level with those who were dead in their sins and were made alive by 

putting their faith and trust in Jesus as their sin bearer.  Look at Verse 20 

 

 

Verses 20 - 21: Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went 

and met Him but Mary was sitting in the house. Now Martha said to Jesus ‘Lord, 

if You had been here, my brother would not have died’.  

 

 

Martha gets word that Jesus is coming so she goes out to meet Him while Mary is 

still in the house and, according to Verse 28, may not know He has arrived yet. 

And Martha says to Jesus Lord, if You had been here, Lazarus wouldn’t have 

died’.  

 

 

Martha, for the last four days at least, has been waiting for Jesus to come and heal 

Lazarus. She doesn’t know if He didn’t get the message, she doesn’t know why 

He hadn’t come any sooner. So when He gets there she said ‘if You had been 

here Lazarus wouldn’t have died’.  If only You had been here sooner. 

 

 

In that statement, Martha is showing her belief and faith in Jesus ability to have 

healed Lazarus had He been there but it also shows that she does not have the 

kind of full faith that believes that Jesus can still help Lazarus by raising Him 

from the dead. 

 

 



Sometimes we are the same way with Jesus aren’t we? We say we believe in Him 

for this or that but when something comes along to test our faith, we have doubts 

about whether God is there or whether God is at work or whether God will get us 

through. 

 

 

Sometimes we have those fears, anxieties and doubts in our minds that never 

seem to be there when things are going well in our lives. But the minute that 

changes, our faith in God’s all knowing, all powerful, all providing sovereign 

hand in our lives is questioned. 

 

 

We’re not so different than Martha. The measure of our faith and trust in God is 

really tested and proven in the difficulties of life, right. That is why Peter said in 

1
st
 Peter 1: 7 that the genuineness of your faith … though it is tested by fire, may 

be found to praise and honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Unfortunately for Martha, she believed Jesus could help if Lazarus was ill, but 

now that He is dead… if you had only been here. Then she says in Verse 22. 

 

 

Verse 22: but even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give 

You.  

 

 

Martha really understood the relationship between Jesus, God the Son, and God 

the Father. She knew from His teaching over the last 3 years that He came to do 

the Father’s will and that He came from the Father and that He only does what He 

sees the Father do and what the Father tells Him. She understands this 

relationship  between the two that even the religious leaders did not understand. 

 

 

So she says I know that whatever You ask of God He will give You. What she 

was expecting Jesus to ask of God is not clear but I don’t think that she was 

asking Him to raise Lazarus from the dead. 



Because when Jesus says that Lazarus will rise again she doesn’t equate that with 

what Jesus is about to do now but for a later time, the last day as she says in 

Verse 24, of the resurrection of all saints that Jesus talked about in John 5.  

 

 

Not only that, but in verse 39 when Jesus tells them to roll the stone away, Marth 

says ‘by this time here is a stench for he has been dead 4 days’. So I don’t think 

that she is anticipating the immediate resurrection of Lazarus and if she is, she 

doesn’t have much faith even though she says what she says. So look what Jesus 

says in Verse 23. 

 

 

Verse 23: Jesus said to her ‘your brother will rise again’. Your brother is going to 

be alive again. Martha doesn’t say, great let’s get to the tomb and get him out of 

there. She assumes He is talking about a future time, look at Verse 24. 

 

 

Verse 24: Martha said to Him ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day’.  

 

 

You know when we get to looking at Martha, we see a woman who was really 

theologically wise about Jesus; more so than the religious leaders of her time and 

more so than some people, who call themselves Christians, in our time.  

 

 

She knew the relationship between God the Father and God the Son. She knew 

that there would be a resurrection of the believers. She knew that Jesus was the 

Christ, the Son of God as she says in Verse 27. Here she shares the hope that all 

believers have when she says there will be a resurrection at the last day. 

 

 

In Psalm 16: 9 says my flesh will rest in hope 

 

 



Job 19: 25 – 26 says I know that my Redeemer lives and He shall stand at last on 

the earth and after my skin is destroyed this I know that in my flesh I shall see 

God… 

 

 

Remember back in John 5: 28 – 29 where Jesus said do not marvel at this; for the 

hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come 

forth those who have done good to the resurrection of life and those who have 

done evil to the resurrection of condemnation.  

 

 

You know the interesting thing about Martha, she believed that Jesus could raise 

Lazarus and many others on the last days but she doesn’t believe He could raise 

Him after 4 days. She believes in the power of God in the future but doubts it in 

the present.  

 

 

Again, we are much like Martha when it comes to that as well. We claim to the 

promises of Jesus return and heaven and eternal life and no more pain or sorrow 

or death and a new heaven and a new earth; all of those future promises. But 

when it comes to the here and now, when a problem arises, we doubt and fear and 

become anxious about what that same God can do that He will do in the future.  

 

 

If all we had faith in was the God of the future, we couldn’t live for today. We 

must believe that the same sovereign God that will orchestrate all of the future 

events in our lives is also there to orchestrate all of the events in our lives today, 

right.  

 

 

You see, if God can raise everyone to eternal life or eternal condemnation, whose 

bodies have been in the grave for years, then don’t you think He could raise one 

man from the grave after 4 days? So Jesus makes it very clear to Martha and to us 

that He is in total control. Look at Verses 25 – 26. 

 

 



Verses 25 - 26: Jesus said to her ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in Me though he may die, he shall live and whoever lives and believes in 

Me shall never die. Do you believe this? 

 

Jesus doesn’t say ‘I will be the resurrection and the life’, He says ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life’. It has nothing to do with the past or the future, I am the 

resurrection and the life now and always. You believe in a future resurrection on 

the last day but I am the resurrection now. 

 

 

That is a tremendous statement by Jesus to the fact that HE IS the resurrection 

and the life. It is a belief in a person, a belief in Jesus as the resurrection and the 

life, the way of salvation. It is not a belief in theology, it is not a belief in religion, 

it is not a belief in good works, it is not a belief that going to church will save 

you, it is a belief in a person, the person of Jesus Christ that gives us victory over 

sin and death and deaths punishment in hell.  

 

 

Then Jesus says ‘he who believes in Me though he may die, he shall live and 

whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die’. The key to this is believing in 

Jesus, putting your faith and trust in Him as the resurrection and the life. Even if 

you die physically, you will live; that is the resurrection and once you have that 

you will never die spiritually; that is eternal life. That is why we don’t fear death 

because it is a promotion to heaven and eternal life. 

 

 

Then Jesus asks the question of Martha and us today and all people at the end of 

Verse 26 ‘do you believe this’? Do you believe that Jesus has resurrection power 

as the Son of God? Do you believe that He rose from the grave and do you 

believe that He can raise you from the grave to eternal life?  

 

Once you believe then you have victory over death. That is what Paul said in 1
st
 

Corinthians 15: 54 – 56 death is swallowed up in victory. O death where is your 

sting? O Hades where is your victory. The sting of death is sin and the strength of 

sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Well, does Martha believe? Look at Verse 27. 



Verse 27: She said to Him ‘yes Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of 

God, who is to come into the world’. 

 

 

Martha says, ‘I do believe that about You Lord that you are the Christ, the Son of 

God’. That sounds like a similar confession to that of Peter where Peter confesses 

Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God and then Jesus says blessed are you 

Simon Bar-Jonah for flesh and blood has not revealed that to you but My Father 

in heaven.  

 

 

And you remember, that is the reason why John wrote this book. In John 20: 31 

it says but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. Because Jesus is the 

resurrection and the life.  

 

Verses 28 – 32: Read 

 

Jesus apparently told Martha to go get Mary so she goes back to the house and 

tells Mary privately that Jesus has come and wants to see her. So she leaves the 

house rather quickly to go see Him in the place where Martha had met Him just 

outside of town. 

 

 

Then the Jews who were at the house comforting Mary saw her get up quickly 

and assumed that she was going back to the tomb to mourn some more so they 

get up to go follow her. 

 

 

Well, she meets Jesus and falls down at His feet in an act of love and worship and 

said exactly what Martha said earlier ‘Lord if you had been here my brother 

would not have died’.  And of course what Jesus explained to Martha He would 

show to Mary and Martha and the others. 

 

Now the stage is set for what is about to take place. 
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