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Message: The Saving Grace of the Godhead, Part 2
Text:        1 Peter 1:1-2

Introduction

  A.  This morning we continue with Part 2 of a message from 1 Peter 1:2 that we began 3 weeks ago before our
Mission Festival.

  B.  Our crucified, risen Christ, our Good Shepherd reigning from heaven, has inspired his apostle Peter to write
to Christians in what is today the country of Turkey, since they are beginning to experience suffering as
Christians related to persecutions instituted by the Roman emperor Nero.

  C.  Christ inspires Peter to correct any faulty expectations they and we might have in times of suffering,     
replacing them with those that are sound, wise, and as true as the Lord lives.  Don’t be surprised if you    
suffer as a Christian - it is sometimes God’s will for us to do so, but will end in our sharing in His     
eternal glory.

1 Peter 4:12   Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your

testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 13

Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  If you are 14

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. ... 19

Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in

doing what is right. 

  D.  Often believers who are faithfully following Jesus Christ, suffer continual persecution, heartbreak,    
pressure, loneliness, hunger, illness.  Though they cry out to the Lord for relief, the suffering sometimes   

 continues with no relief in sight.  It is at those times we can be tempted to think that something is wrong,
that we are to blame, that God is unfair, that God is distant, disinterested, and doesn’t truly love us, or     
that He is unable to help us, and therefore is not the God we thought Him to be, if He exists at all.  

  E.  And so Christ, knowing that believers then and now are susceptible in times of unrelenting suffering to     
questioning God’s kind intentions toward us, provides for us through Peter that piece of God’s protective 

           spiritual armor identified in Ephesians 6:17 as “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”

  F.  The first 12 verses of this letter is a description of how God through Christ is multiplying grace to us to      
assure us that God’s intentions toward us, far from being distant, disinterested, unloving, unkind, are    
very kind, very affectionate, very righteous, and will not fail to bring us into His eternal joy, presence,     
and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  We see Peter begin to list all that God has done for us in     
Christ beginning in verse 1:  God made us His ...

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen aliens of the diaspora (dispersion) throughout

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

elect  (His chosen ones)
aliens  (not by defect, but by design)
Diaspora  (His dispersed people of God, whose citizenship is in heaven)

   G.  In verse 2 we see that, far from being disinterested, distant, and detached from us, all three members        
of the Godhead - Father, Son, and Spirit - are bringing their saving grace to bear upon us for our glory.    
Therefore, we have entitled this 2 part message, “The saving grace of the Godhead.” 

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work 2

of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the

fullest measure. 



  H.  3 weeks ago we unpacked the meaning ...

I.  Believers are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge (prognosis) of God the Father, by the 2

sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours

in the fullest measure. 

  A.  God’s electing/choosing us for salvation was no arbitrary, spur of the moment thing.  This has been     
God's heart and design for us from before all time.  The fact that we do not fit in this world is not our      
defect - it  is our destiny by the design of God, who does all things well! 

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and

blameless before Him. 

  B.  Our understanding just how committed God is to His kind intentions toward us is enhanced by                      
         understanding the word “foreknowledge,” in this context refers not simply to God’s knowing about us    

beforehand, but to His setting His intimate regard and affection upon us, to His “foreloving” us from all   
 eternity, not according to His foreseeing how we would respond to Him, but according to the counsel of   
 His own will.

1 Peter 1:20   For He was foreknown (proginosko) before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these

last times for the sake of you 

Amos 3:2   "You only have I known (yada) among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for

all your iniquities." 

John 10:14    "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  even as the Father knows 15

Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

  C.  So when we Christians are suffering in various ways as aliens in this world with no relief in sight, know     
that God is not distant from or disinterested in us.  God has chosen us for salvation, not according to an   
arbitrary, spur of the moment whim, but according to His foreknowing us from all eternity with an    
everlasting love.  Our sharing life with Him in His glory has been God's heart and design for us from    
before all time.   The fact that we do not fit in this world is not due to our defect of God’s distance - it is  

  due to God’s loving design.  

II.  Believers are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father to obey Jesus Christ and be     
sprinkled by His blood.

  A.  God did not choose us to bring us into some generic form of spirituality common to our culture - many    
consider themselves spiritual people, believing in some definition of God.  God chose us to bring us into 

  a New Covenant relationship with Him through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the 2

Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 

  B.  “to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood” alludes to the language by which God and Israel 
entered into the Old Covenant relationship in Exodus 24, applying that same language to God’s New    
Covenant people.  God set down the covenant requirements, obligations, promises, the people agreed to   
them, and as a result were sprinkled with the blood of to covenant sacrifice.  They were to by faith obey   
the Lord, and He would forgive their sins and be their God, and they would be His people.

Exodus 24:1  Then He said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy of

the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at a distance.  "Moses alone, however, shall come near to the LORD, 2

but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him."  Then Moses came and recounted to the 3



people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice and said,

"All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!" 

      1.  The covenant was ratified with the shedding of blood for the sins of the people, and confirmed with a 
fellowship meal before the Lord.

Exodus 24:4  Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. Then he arose early in the morning, and built an altar

at the foot of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.  He sent young men of the sons of 5

Israel, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD .  Moses 6

took half of the blood and put it in basins, and the other half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.  Then he took 7

the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, "All that the LORD has spoken

we will do, and we will be obedient!" 

      2.  The obedience God required His people to pledge was not the obedience of personal merit, of being good
enough to earn or deserve God’s favor.  It was to be the obedience of faith, the obedience produced by
faith the Lord, a faith that claims no merit, but trusts in the Lord’s mercy for the forgiveness of sins, a 
faith that entrusts all that we are to all that He is, receiving Him as the Lord and owner of our lives.

Hebrews 11:8   By faith Abraham , when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive

for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

Romans 1:4 ... Jesus Christ our Lord,  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 5

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake, 

      3.  And in response to their pledge of humble, submissive, obedient faith in the Lord, God responded     
with the sprinkling of the blood of His sacrificial offerings, symbolizing that they stood forgiven and    
justified in His sight.  Notice, the leaders representing Israel who were earlier not permitted to come near 

   to God were now brought near to eat a fellowship meal, and were not consumed.

Exodus 24:8   So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, "Behold the blood of the

covenant, which the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."  Then Moses went up with 9

Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel,  and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet 10

there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  Yet He did not stretch out His hand 11

against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank. 

  C.  We know that Israel as a whole broke God’s covenant and failed to inherit the promises of salvation, so
God made a New Covenant, a “better covenant” based on “better promises.”

Jeremiah 31:31   "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the

house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I 32

took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a

husband to them," declares the LORD.

      1.  God promised us a better mediator than Moses or earthly high priests - Christ.

Hebrews 8:6   But now He (Christ) has obtained a more excellent ministry (than any earthly priest), by as much as

He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.

      2.  God promised to enable His elect from every nation to obey the Lord in a way that Israel as a whole     
had failed to do.

Exodus 24:7   Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said,

"All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!" 

1 Peter 1:1 ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of 2

the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 



Romans 1:4 ... Jesus Christ our Lord,  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 5

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake, 

      3.  The Old Covenant people were sprinkled with the blood of bulls and goats, which never took away their   
  sins.  Believers are chosen by God to be sprinkled with the blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

Exodus 24:8  So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, "Behold the blood of the covenant,

which the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 

1 Peter 1:1 ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the 2

Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 

Hebrews 10:1   For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things,

can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near. 2

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would

no longer have had consciousness of sins?  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.  For 3  4

it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. ...  By this will we have been sanctified 10

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

    Luke 22:20 ...  "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 

      4.  While the representative leaders of Israel were brought near to God at the base of a mountain after the    
sprinkling of the blood of goats and bulls, God’s chosen ones from every nation and people are brought   

   near to the very presence of God through the blood of Jesus.

Exodus 24:2   "Moses alone, however, shall come near to the LORD, but they shall not come near, nor shall

the people come up with him." 

Ephesians 2:13   But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the

blood of Christ.     

Conclusion

  A.  Christian, in times of unrelenting suffering, hardship, sorrow, pressure, loss, infirmity, loneliness, resist the  
temptation to think that God is disinterested and distant, for God has purposed from all eternity to bring   
us near to Him by the blood of His Son, Jesus Christ, and that the nearness of God is our good.

Ephesians 2:13   But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of

Christ. 

Psalm 73:28   But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may

tell of all Your works. 

  B.  Therefore ...

Hebrews 10:19   Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of

Jesus,  by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  and since we 20  21

have a great priest over the house of God,  let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 22

having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold 23

fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

  C.  For those who are yet to become Christians, who are on the outside of the family of God’s covenant people,
come to Christ by a humble, submissive faith in Him.  Come and enjoy the nearness and comfort of God,
not only in this age of suffering and death, but in the coming age of eternal joy, life and glory.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

