
11:16-21 

16 I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a 

little. “If I am a fool, then at least give me the privilege of a fool.” 18 Seeing that many boast according to 

the flesh, I also will boast. 19 For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! This is pretty 

sarcastic. If anything is clear to this point, it is that Paul thinks the Corinthian believers are unwise. 20 For you 

put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts 

himself, if one strikes you on the face. 21 To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! Again, this is 

sarcasm. Paul is telling the Corinthians that they are being victimized (slapped), but Paul says “I guess I’m too 

soft for that. I can’t put up with it.” Of course, the irony is that weak people do not endure what Paul lists soon.  

 

11:23-28 

His third list of suffering in this book (chapter 4 and 7 preceding him).  

 

11:31-33 

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In 

Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, 

desiring to arrest me; 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from 

his hands. A person must wonder why Paul is referencing this harrowing episode. He’s had others since Acts 9! 

Ephesus (Acts 19) for starters, and then we could mention being whipped and jailed in Philippi (Acts 16). We 

could talk about Lystra (being stoned doesn’t happen all the time; Acts 14). With all of the adventures he 

mentions in 2 Corinthians 11:24-30 a person would marvel that he named an episode in Acts to begin with, but 

then to skip all these in his recollection to speak of one just after his conversion,
1
 one must ask “why?” Other 

commentators are equally as confused: 

 

 “Why Paul does not continue at this point to pursue this discussion can only be speculated.”
2
 

 

There are even those who think it was added later—based on its strange inclusion. As we noted, there are those 

who see these verses as a gloss that has crept into the text.
3
 

 

 Anyways, this is the 3
rd

 time this occurs in Scripture—after the spies to Jericho and David.
4
  

 After it’s all been thought through, we reminisce about Jesus’ instruction to His disciples about “fleeing 

from one city to the next” (Matthew 10) and have to admit that there are times when running is best. Even 

Jesus demonstrated this.
5
 Perhaps Chrysostom said it best: 

 

“At times when evils were inevitable, grace alone sufficed, but where there were choices to be made, he 

did not hesitate to seize the opportunity.”
6
  

  

In other words, today’s believer may feel like it is always time to “stand and fight.”  

 It really seems as though Paul is saying, “My credential is ‘continuous suffering’. I have been doing it 

since I was saved.” A look at Acts 9 will show us that you don’t have to be saved long to 1. Influence those in 

your area of expertise (synagogue); 2. Share your faith (he preached); 3. Suffer for Jesus. 
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