
1 
 

The 1689 Confession of Faith; Chapter 2 – “Of God and the Holy Trinity”,  
Message # 18  – “God Most Wise”, Presented in the Adult Sunday School Class,  

by Pastor Paul Rendall on January 1st, 2017. 
 
 

Chapter 2 – Of God and the Holy Trinity, Paragraph 1 -  
The Lord our God is but (a)one only living and true God; whose (b)subsistence is in and of Himself, 
(c)infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but Himself; (d)a 
most pure spirit, (e) invisible, without body, parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approach unto; who is (f)immutable, (g)immense, (h)eternal, 
incomprehensible, (i)almighty, every way infinite, (k)most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute; 
(l)working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, (m)for his 
own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin; (n)the rewarder of them that diligently seek him, and withal most just 
(o)and terrible in his judgments, (p)hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the (q)guilty.   
 
1st Timothy 1: 17 – “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor 
and glory forever and ever.” “Amen”.   
 
Wisdom Defined –  
Stephen Charnock says that wisdom is “a transcendent excellency of the Divine Nature”.  “We have 
spoken of the knowledge of God, and infiniteness of it.”  “The next attribute is the wisdom of God.”  
“Most confound the knowledge and the wisdom of God together; but there is a manifest distinction 
between them in our conception.”  
 
I. Wisdom among the Greeks first signified an eminent perfection in any art or mystery; so 
a good statuary, engraver, or *limner, was called wise, as having an excellent knowledge in his particular 
art; but afterwards the title of wise was appropriated to those that devoted themselves to the 
contemplation of the highest things, that served for a foundation to speculative sciences.”  “But ordinarily 
we count a man a wise man, when he conducts his affairs with discretion, and governs his passions with 
moderation, and carries himself with a due proportion and harmony in all his concerns.” 
 
*The word “limner” is derived from “illustrator,” and originally it was used to refer to the people who illuminated manuscripts of books with rich 
colors and detailed paintings.  
 

Man’s wisdom is the things that they invent or discover by the strength of their own fallen intellect, which 
they then place their trust in.  The wisdom of God is to set forth fallen man’s need of Christ. 
 
1st Corinthians 1: 18-31 – “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  “For it is written ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”  “Where is the wise?”  “Where is the scribe?”  
“Where is the disputer of this age?”  “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”  “For since in 
the wisdom of God the world through wisdom did not know god, it pleased god through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who believe.”  “For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but 
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  
“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  “For 
you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called.”  “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God 
has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things 
of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.”    
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1st Corinthians 2: 1-9 – “And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech 
or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And 
my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the 
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for 
had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT 
SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE THINGS WHICH 
GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  
 
John Gill says:  
But we speak the wisdom of God,.... Not of men, not of the wise politicians, the learned philosophers 
and Rabbins; that which human wisdom has no hand in forming, nor in revealing, nor in propagating, 
and which is disliked and disapproved of by it: the Gospel is the sole produce of divine wisdom, and in 
which there is a glorious display of it; even in those doctrines which are the most charged with folly, as 
salvation by a crucified Christ, justification by his righteousness, pardon by his blood, satisfaction by his 
sacrifice, &c.  
 
in a mystery; it is mysterious wisdom. The Gospel is full of mysteries; there is the mystery of God, 
of a trinity of persons in the divine essence; the mystery of Christ, of his person, as God manifest in the 
flesh, of his divine Sonship, and incarnation in the womb of a virgin; the mystery of the Spirit's grace in 
regeneration, of the saints' union to Christ, and communion with him, the resurrection of the same body, 
the change of living saints at Christ's coming, with many others:  
 
even the hidden wisdom; the Gospel lay hid in God, in the thoughts of his heart, in the deep things of 
his mind, the counsels of his will, and purposes of his grace; it was hid in Christ, in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge; it was hid under the types and shadows of the ceremonial law; and 
is hid in the Scriptures, which must be diligently searched for it, as for hidden treasures. It was hid from 
angels, and from Adam, until revealed; it was in some measure hid from the Jews under the former 
dispensation, to whom it was made known; and in some sense from believers, under the present 
dispensation, who as yet know it but in part; and is entirely hid from natural men, even from the most 
wise and prudent among them. This epithet expresses the preciousness, secrecy, and also security of the 
Gospel; hidden things being commonly of value, and being kept secret, are also safe; hidden and secret 
wisdom has been always esteemed, both by Greeks and Jews.” 
 


