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Acts 7: 44-50; “The Dwelling Place of God”, Sermon # 34 in the series – 
“Laying the Foundations”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on  

January 1st, 2017, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 

Stephen’s great desire, in preaching this sermon to council of the Jews, and in recounting to 
them the history of their nation, was to persuade them of the fact that even though God had 
faithfully delivered His word to them, that many of the Jews, in all of their generations as a 
people, had not come to know the Lord.  Therefore, their worship was not acceptable to Him.  
Even though they were given explicit instructions by God Himself, on how the tabernacle and 
the temple ought to be built, still many did not understand their need to exercise faith in what 
God was revealing to them in the building of these dwelling places for God.  They should have 
received what the tabernacle was saying to them in pictorial form; that it was a picture of the 
Christ who would come to be the Savior and Deliverer of their people.  It is really no different 
today.  Today there is great availability of Bibles, and yet many do not understand, that what 
God is saying to them, is that they must have Christ become their Savior in order that they might 
know God.  What God was revealing to them, in the construction of the tabernacle and the 
temple, was the glory of God dwelling with them.  What this text is saying to each one of us, is  
that we greatly need God to dwell with us.  
       Now, in the climax of this sermon of Stephen’s, we see his final attempt to convince these 
wicked religious men of their need of Christ.  He speaks to them about David and Solomon and 
the building of the temple.  The main point of this last part of his sermon; the peroration if you 
will, would be this: The Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, but He does 
dwell with those who have faith in Christ.  How does he go about to make this point?  He shows 
them 1st of all – The importance of the pattern of God’s dwelling with them.  2nd – The 
importance of having the desire for God to dwell with them.  And 3rd – The importance of their 
receiving the fulfillment of God dwelling with them.  As I preach to you this sermon, I pray that 
you will see your own need for Christ to richly dwell in your heart by faith. 
1st of all – The importance of the pattern of God’s dwelling with them.  
       Look at verses 44-46 once again.  “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the 
wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had 
seen, which our fathers, having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land 
possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until the days of 
David, who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob.”  You can 
see here that God’s plans were to have a people who would know Him and worship Him.   And 
His plans continued on, in spite of whether men were faithful or not.  God had great plans for 
Israel, but the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years because of their 
unbelief.  But after that unbelieving generation died, God brought their children into the land of 
Canaan to inherit it.  Of the original generation, only Joshua and Caleb were able to go in with 
them because they had believed in God and His word.  To go to heaven you must have faith in 
what God has done and what He is doing, through Jesus Christ.  You not only must believe that 
Christ died for sinners in a general sense, you must also believe that He is risen from the dead 
and able to save you and dwell in your heart by His Spirit.  He is the one who came and 
tabernacled among men.  He is the only One who brings us to God.  His is the glory that we 
behold in the gospel and in the preaching of His word.   
       The pattern for the worship, for the Old Covenant people of God, had been given by God to 
Moses, and thus when the children of Israel journeyed, the tabernacle was carried around with 
them everywhere they went, and it was set up when they camped. The ark of the covenant was 
also carried with them; that small but carefully made box, made of acacia wood, covered with 
gold on all its sides.  On it was found the mercy seat, the place of propitiation, a covering.  It says 
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in Exodus 25: 17 – “You shall make the mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its 
length, and a cubit and a half its width.”  “And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of 
hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy seat.”  “And the cherubim 
shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they shall face 
one another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat.”  “You shall put the mercy 
seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will give you.”  “And 
there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from between 
the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give you 
in commandment to the children of Israel.”  
        So God would dwell between the cherubim; the representations of angelic witnesses to the 
mercy seat. This mercy seat was a representation of Christ’s propitiation, His wrath-removing 
sacrifice on behalf of sinners, which would become a covering for sins to everyone who believed. 
All of this literal physical furniture of worship represented the spiritual realities of what God 
would give to them; forgiveness of sins and a new heart through the Messiah who was coming.    
This sacrifice, this offering of Himself, was wrought out by Christ Jesus on the cross; and his 
resurrection was seen by angels, and attested to, by them.  In the tomb they stood at the head 
and foot of where the Lord Jesus had lain, after he had been raised from the dead.  These angels 
were seen by Mary Magdalene when she and Peter and John ran to the tomb.  Mary, after Christ 
had died on the cross, and was buried stood outside the tomb weeping on the morning of the 
first day of the week; and as she wept, she stooped down and looked into the tomb.  “And she 
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus 
had lain.”  “Then they said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?”  “She said to them, ‘Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”  Now when she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was 
Jesus.”  “Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  “Whom are you seeking?” “She, 
supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, ‘Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me 
where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  “Jesus said to her, “Mary!”    
       You see, the resurrected Christ at the tomb that Sunday morning was the fulfillment of the 
spiritual imagery which the ark was supposed to convey.  It was a picture of what was coming for 
them, the Jewish people; Christ dwelling between the cherubim, and the angels attesting His 
resurrection, and the apostles and the saints marveling and worshiping Him when He was raised 
from the dead.  Christ was alive forevermore and was able to dwell with them personally.  Let us 
be thankful this morning that Christ now dwells with His Church even though she has been in 
her wilderness experience for a good portion of time, during this present Church age.  Let us be 
thankful and worship Him even so, knowing that the types and the shadows which were 
portrayed in the law have all been fulfilled in Christ’s incarnation, by His coming to dwell among 
men.  His keeping all of God’s commandments perfectly in the fulfillment of the law, His dying 
for our sins, and His resurrection from the dead; all of this redemptive work is finished, and the 
approval of God upon it, has purchased grace for every needy sinner who will apply to Him for 
grace.  The holy God can really dwell in the hearts of needy sinners, as they cry for mercy and 
grace, to be able to change, and realize more and more the greatness of Christ’s power to save. 
       Because of the greatness of Christ’s grace, we really know what it means to worship God in 
spirit and truth.  Christ has come to dwell in our hearts by faith, and we behold His glory in New 
Covenant worship.  We have come to know the love of Jesus Christ, and we pray to behold His 
glory in our hearts, and in our worship together as a church.  Listen to the apostle Paul in 
Ephesians 3: 14 – “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is name, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, nay 
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be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height – to 
know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God.”   
       Christ had come to His own, but His own would not receive Him.  They did not want to 
believe that this Christ whom they had rejected, was in truth, their God who had taken upon 
Himself human flesh, and become a Man, so that He might save them from their sins.  This was 
what the leaders of Israel were rejecting even as Stephen was preaching this sermon to them.  
They thought that they had gotten rid of this Jesus, but now they were finding out that His Spirit 
dwelt in each of His followers.  They did not like this, but there was nothing that they could do 
about it.  If you are a Christian here today, by faith in Jesus Christ, will you not be thankful that 
God has come to dwell in your heart by faith, and that you shall never lose Him, but He shall 
dwell with you forever?  Are you not thankful that Christ’s cause will triumph because God is 
with us.  Stephen knew these things, and he wanted very much for others to know it too.   
2nd – Stephen was showing these men the importance of their having the desire for 
God to dwell with them. 
       Verse 46 says: “David found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of 
Jacob.”  “But Solomon built him a house.”  Now, remember, Stephen is trying to convince these 
hard-hearted Jews of the glorious truth of what God had done for them, His people, and in this 
way, he was pointing them on to Christ.  The way that he did this was by showing them that God 
had given them a suitable place for their worship in the tabernacle of witness, but it was 
intended to point them on to Christ.  Moses had it constructed according to the pattern that he 
had seen.  Joshua brought the tabernacle into the promised land.  What was written about 
Moses and Joshua were meant to show the children of Israel what their Messiah would be like.  
Moses had been their deliverer from their bondage from Egyptian slavery.  He was a type of 
Christ who would be their deliverer from the slavery of sin.  Joshua was the great leader of their 
people who led them in defeating all of their enemies in the land of Canaan.  And he was a type 
of Christ who would be their deliverer from all of their enemies; of the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil, if they would believe in Him.   
       All of that time that the children of Israel moved about in the wilderness for 40 years, and 
even during their time in the Promised Land under Joshua and the Judges, they did not have a 
permanent fixed place of public worship.  This was a great concern for David, so much so, that it 
became his greatest resolve to be able to find a dwelling place for God.  Psalm 132, verse 1 says – 
“Lord, remember David and all his afflictions; how he swore to the Lord, and vowed to the 
Mighty God of Jacob; surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, or go up to the comfort 
of my bed; I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, until I find a place for the 
Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty God of Jacob.”  David, not only praying for himself but for 
all of Israel, praying to the Mighty God of Jacob, was concerned that God’s holy worship would 
be more glorious in His sight.  He had the great desire to promote what was pleasing to God in 
that worship.  Now that God’s people were established in the land of Canaan as a kingdom, he 
wanted to see a more permanent place of worship constructed.  He was so concerned about it 
that he swore and made a vow unto the Lord, that he would not think about the comforts of his 
own bed, he would not think of the pleasantness of his own sleep, as long as God did not have a 
resting place; a place where God could dwell with His people as they gathered together to 
worship Him.   
        Verse 13 of Psalm 132 says: “For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His 
dwelling place: (God has said) This is My resting place forever: Here I will dwell, for I have 
desired it.”   This he would go about to establish as soon as he could.  Now we must ask 
ourselves: What does this mean, that the Lord has desired Zion for His dwelling place; that He 
would make it His resting place forever, and, this is where He would dwell, for He has desired it?  
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It must be understood that our God whom we worship and adore, fills all things.  He is 
omnipresent.  He is in every place, in every way that we can possibly think, or imagine, He is 
upholding His creation; ruling and governing the world, and watching over His people for their 
good.  And yet, here we find, in Old Testament times, that He chose Zion, a particular place, in 
which He would dwell among His people the Jews, the only nation that He chose to worship 
Him in those times before Christ came.  His people and their worship were, and they are still 
today, God’s resting place forever, as they worshipped Him in accordance with His word to 
them.  God has desired that His people, both Old Testament and New, would come to 
understand the reality of His dwelling with them, and in them, because of the work of Jesus 
Christ the Lord.  In all generations, as people have had faith in the promises of God concerning 
Christ, they were saved, they were justified, and they were set apart to God’s holy working.   
       You will say to me, how do I know that God is working in me?  You will know by the Holy 
Spirit’s dwelling in you when you believe in Christ for salvation.  But, how will I know whether 
the Holy Spirit is really in me and with me, you say?   You will know, even as David came to 
know, when you find within yourself a changed heart.  If you have truly believed in Jesus, your 
greatest desire is to promote the glory of God through a sincere obedience to His word.  You 
want to deal with each and every sin that you find in yourself.  You want to learn to pray and 
seek God’s face for every good thing.  You want to fear Him and love Him and serve Him and 
you now find that you are grieved over all remaining corruption that you find in your heart.  You 
now find that you have new desires which you never before really had; to walk with Him, and to 
live for Him, and to promote His true worship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His 
word.   
       As a prophet and a king David was seeking to do what he could to promote the glory of God 
in the worship of God.  You will remember, that years before David became king, in the days 
when Samuel judged Israel, that the ark, that glorious box in which were housed the two tablets 
of the law and Aaron’s rod that budded, had been taken captive by the Philistines.  You 
remember that on that day, that Hophni and Phineas the two sons of the high-priest Eli were 
slain that day, and that that was the day in which the glory of the Lord departed from Israel.  The 
reason that the glory had departed was that God was not being honored in His worship in the 
way that He should have been.  Hophni and Phineas made the worship of the Lord a defiled 
thing by their selfish and sinful practices.  And Eli, their father, did nothing to stop them or to 
prevent them from continuing on in their sins.   This aroused the anger of the Lord against them, 
and so the Lord brought judgment upon Israel.   
       The Philistines came up against Israel in battle, and Israel was defeated and the ark was 
taken captive.  The ark was to stay there for a very long time; even somewhere between 20 to 50 
years.  The ark as I have said was a pictorial symbol of God’s mercy through Christ, and it was 
only the basis of God’s purposed mercy, that the presence of God with His people, and as long as 
they dealt with their sins by repentance and had a right spirit renewed in them.   The ark being 
at Kirjath-Jearim for 50 years, meant that God would not go up with them in their battles; 
neither would he show mercy to those who had been given all of these spiritual privileges and yet 
they did not want to repent.  If it could not be brought up to Jerusalem, to Zion, it would mean 
that the people could not know whether God was approving of their worship or blessing them in 
it.   
        David knew this, and so when the power of the government of Israel was consolidated in his 
hands, he ordered the ark to be brought up from Kirjath-Jearim to Jerusalem.  In 2nd Samuel 6, 
verse 2 it says: “And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale 
Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, whose name is called by the name, the Lord of 
Hosts, who dwells between the cherubim.”  This was his great desire, that the Lord would dwell 
with His people and bless them in their worship and in their battles against their enemies, by 
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going forth with them to war and insure victory to their armies.  He wanted the Lord of hosts, 
who shows mercy and grace, to those who call upon His name, to dwell them again as a people,  
in a rich and beautiful, and powerful way that would be glorifying to Him.  Let me ask you 
whether this is the desire of your heart; the longing of your heart, dear Christian, today?   
       Sometimes a Christian has a desire for these things and yet they do not go about to see it 
fulfilled in a way that is in accordance with His word.  They ignore what God has clearly said in 
the word, and yet they want to receive the greatest of blessings.  You may remember what 
happened to David when he was bringing the ark up to Jerusalem.  It says in 2nd Samuel 6, verse 
3 – “So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which 
was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.”  “And they 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; 
and Ahio went before the ark. Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the 
LORD on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on 
tambourines, on sistrums (castanets), and on cymbals. And when they came to Nachon's 
threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen 
stumbled. Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for 
his error (for his irreverence); and he died there by the ark of God. And David became angry 
because of the LORD's outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah 
to this day. David was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD 
come to me?” So David would not move the ark of the LORD with him into the City of David; but 
David took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.” 
       Now, what was the problem here?  The problem was that they had not gone about this good 
work according to the commandment of the Lord’s word.  The error was that they carried the ark 
in a cart or carriage, whereas the priests should have carried it upon their shoulders.  In 
Numbers 4: 5 it says: ‘When the camp prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons shall come, and 
they shall take down the covering veil and cover the ark of the Testimony with it.”  “Then they 
shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and spread over that a cloth entirely of blue; and they 
shall insert its poles.”  And verse 16 – “And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of 
covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after 
that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 
die.”  “These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.”  
You see that it was only Aaron and his sons which were to touch these holy things; not even the 
Kohathites could touch them, lest they die.  This law was still in effect in the time of David.   
      What does this mean for you and I?   It means that it is important how we worship God.   We 
are regulated in our worship of Him by what we are commanded to do in the New Testament, 
according the example and instruction of the apostles.  This is why we are called Reformed 
Baptists, because we believe in the regulative principle of worship which states that we will not 
introduce into the worship of God those things which are not commanded in the word of God.  
Our desire is, negatively, not to fall into error and positively, to observe all that God has 
commanded of us.  You might say: But does this not take all joy out of the worship of God.  I 
answer: Not at all.  There is great joy in the keeping of God’s holy word.  And the reason for that 
is that if your heart is right, and you are not simply worshipping God in a selfish, self-pleasing 
way, you know and are convinced in your heart, that the truly spiritual activities which you 
engage in, in your worship of God, bring you great delight.  God is dwelling in your heart, 
because the Holy Spirit has been given to you when you believed in Jesus.  Therefore, you do not 
want to touch or negatively impact God’s receiving your worship by trying to selfishly take 
anything away from the glory that belongs to Christ.  God sees exactly what you are doing in 
worship.  May each of us desire to worship Him in a way that will reverence Him, and pray not 
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to allow errors to creep into our thinking so that the Lord has to deal with us in a disciplinary 
fashion, or in judgment; either as individuals or as a congregation.   
       So what happened then with the ark?  Was there no joy or gladness after this:  Was God not 
to dwell with them?  Well, after the incident of Uzzah’s being struck for his error, David was 
afraid of the Lord and wondering how the ark of the Lord could come to him.  He took it aside 
into the house of Obed-Edom, the Gittite, and it remained there for 3 months.  And the Lord 
blessed Obed-Edom and all his household because of this.   And when David found out that the 
Lord had blessed Obed-Edom and all that belonged to him, because of the ark of God, he went 
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness.  
It says in verse 13 of 2nd Samuel 6 – “And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the Lord had 
gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep.”  “Then David danced before the Lord 
with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod, or garment.”  “So David and all the 
house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.”  
What rejoicing!  No lack of joy or gladness that day, for the Lord was with them.  David’s desire 
was fulfilled; his prayers were answered.  He had found a place for the ark to rest, and in his son 
Solomon’s building the temple, God would be worshipped and honored in a lasting, fixed, and 
established way, as long as the people would hold fast His word, and trust in His promises, and 
live for His glory.   Even so, there should be joy our worship of God as we see Him honored in it.  
It is a new day, and different dispensation, but if God is in our midst in worship, let us rejoice. 
And 3rd – Stephen was showing these men the importance of their receiving the 
fulfillment of God dwelling with them.  
       Verse 48 – “However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the 
prophet says: ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool.”  “What house will you build for 
Me?, says the Lord, or what is the place of My rest?”  “Has My hand not made all these things?”  
We know, from what we have been studying today, that God did indeed dwell in the tabernacle 
and the temple, but that was not the ultimate fulfillment of God’s dwelling with men.  The 
ultimate fulfillment was to be found in Christ, which is why these men grew so very angry with 
Stephen as he preached to them this sermon.  They did not want to believe that the ultimate 
fulfillment of God’s dwelling with men would come to them through the ministry and sacrifice of 
Christ.  They wanted to see their literal physical temple be the place where God would dwell.  
They did not think that they needed to be saved from their sins through Christ.  Their going 
through the rituals of the ceremonial law; circumcision and animal sacrifice would atone for sin.  
But all these things were intended by God to point them to their need of Christ and their need of 
the new birth; of themselves becoming new creatures, on the basis of Christ’s costly sacrifice and 
purchase of blessings for sinners everywhere; from every race, tribe, tongue, and people.   
       This they did not want to believe.  Actually, God never did Himself need a place to rest or a 
place to dwell, but He ordained these things for the benefit of all those who would believe in 
Him; in the gospel of grace, through faith in His dear Son.  Let it not be, that anyone here think 
that any church building, temple, cathedral, or chapel, no matter how magnificently it is 
adorned, that that is the place where the One True and Living God dwells.  He dwells in all the 
hearts of His people.  He dwells in the Church, made up of true believers in Jesus Christ.  They 
are the temple of God.  But all along, heaven has been His throne, and earth His footstool.  
Where is the house that could be great enough for Him?  The fulfillment is found in the Church 
of Jesus Christ; the greater David, who said: “I will build My Church, and the gates of Hell shall 
not prevail against it.”  The Most High does not dwell in temples made with human hands, but 
He does dwell with His Church.  May we glory in this truth, and so reverence God and worship 
Him in the beauty of holiness, that He will be pleased. 
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