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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 17:  

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty 

God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will 

multiply you exceedingly.”  3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for 

Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your 

name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many 

nations…  

9 And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after 

you throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and 

your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall be 

circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who 

is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 13 He who is 

born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My covenant shall 

be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised 

in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”” 

Luke 2:21 “And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.” 

"The 8th Day Circumcision of Jesus” 
We come to a New Year on this Lord’s Day that introduces the Year of Our Lord 2017! 

Might there be a reason that our calendars are arranged so that January 1st, the beginning of our new 

year each year falls on the eighth day after Jesus was born?   

 What happened on the eighth day? 

That’s right it was the day that the baby in the manger was circumcised and named Jesus, meaning 

Savior. As the angel told Joseph,  “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 

He will save His people from their sins.” Church tradition has long held that the Wise men came from the 

east to visit Jesus on the 12th day which is why much of the world still give their gifts on January 6th and 

we have songs about the 12 days of Christmas. 

Of course this 8th day should be in all of our lives a reminder of the New Creation that was brought with 

the coming of Jesus and His completed work & resurrection!  The circumcision of Jesus is a very 

important event that can be easily overlooked or passed over.  It is important because it clearly shows 

who Jesus was and points to the work that He came to do. 

 A work that would also be completed on the 8th Day, the Day of His resurrection! 

At the conception of Mary we saw the fulfillment of the promise that Jesus would come as the Seed of the 

Woman who would crush Satan!  Now with the circumcision of Jesus He is confirmed as the Seed of 

Abraham, the man who would be the Messiah!  As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Saints in the region of 

Galatia…   Galatians 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.” 

So in His conception Jesus is related to mankind and in His circumcision He is made the Son of Abraham 

as we saw in our morning reading from Genesis. 

And yet, no earthly action could alter or change the eternal nature of the Son of God…  
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And thus the Apostle writes in the opening of the Book of Romans: 

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He 

promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with 

power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

Now while none of us are Apostles we are recipients of that same Good News or Gospel that Paul 

declared.  This is what it means for God to be our God and to be the God of our children!   When God 

declared His faithfulness to Abraham, giving him that new name as the father of nations, He gave him a 

sign and it was also to be given to his children!  It was a bloody sign that reminded all of the sinfulness of 

sin and pointed to the work that Jesus would do.  When Jesus was circumcised, it not only pointed 

forward to the work He would do, but was a beginning of that work with the first shedding of His blood.   

 The knife that cut away His foreskin came at the beginning and at the end of His life He is pieced 

with a spear! 

Today we are no longer required to give our children that bloody sign because the work of Jesus has been 

completed!  But God still claims our children as His own as He did with Abraham, and yes He still wants 

us to give them a sign… 

 Not a bloody sign, but a cleansing sign that puts God’s name upon them and calls them to the 

abundant life that Jesus offers to His people. 

 This morning we had the joy of following our father Abraham in giving our newest covenant 

children this sign! 

A sign that has great meaning!  During the Advent season we spoke about how it could be a season of 

great Joy when we acknowledge its meaning or a season of great disappointment and even depression if 

we look only to the empty symbols and not the Incarnate Son of God Who stands behind them all! 

 Sadly, the unbelieving world wants the experience of Christmas without the reality of Christmas. 

They are perfectly comfortable with the nice manger scene with all the animals and a little baby Jesus. 
They don’t even mind the singing angels; as long as they are portrayed as the sweet chubby cherubs who would 

NEVER cause anyone to be afraid!  However, they want NOTHING to do with the real meaning of Christmas… 

 The reality that Jesus has come to save his people from their sins! 

Any fleeting thought of that truth is long gone just a few days after Christmas, as everyone is focused on 

the big parties on New Year’s eve!  We can get caught up in another day off at work, a time to party and 

a chance to make resolutions about how we will better our lives…       IN OUR OWN STRENGTH! 

The world is more than happy to leave Jesus in the manger because they do not want to be confronted 

with His claims nor convicted of their sin.  They reject the truth that Jesus is the Son of God, the Second 
Person of the Holy Trinity, so His birth in Bethlehem becomes just another touching story of some poor parents? 

 They reject the whole concept of sin or an objective standard of morality, so how can they believe 

there is any need for a Savior? 

They like to hear those angels proclaiming peace and good will…But they have no interest in bringing 

glory to God or how peace is brought forth in a fallen world.  However, before we get the tape measure 

out to see just how big the specks are in the eyes of those who have not been given the gift of faith, 

perhaps we might want to make sure there are no logs in our own eyes! 

 Do we take seriously, as parents and those who support them, the sign of baptism that was given 

to little Violet or Matthias? 
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Again the world loves a nice baptism or christening, but would recoil if we suggested that the child was 

now obligated to acknowledge Jesus as their Savior and to live for Him!  Well, Lord willing that is not the 

attitude we will have, but rather we will be faithful to our Lord and to the children He has put under our 

care!  This is why, year after year, it is the prayer that Simeon offered up with the baby Jesus in his arms 

which we sing each week here at Church of the King as we are commissioned… 

As we studied last week, the angels, which we sing about, and Simeon proclaimed the same message… 

 God had promised Adam, and all of mankind, that one day the seed of the woman would crush the 

seed of the serpent so we could be saved! 

Jesus came as the Light of the World to the very world that He had created and John tells us that His 

own did not receive Him.  

 But John goes on to proclaim that God gave new hearts to many who would receive the Savior. 

These are the proclamations that must continue down to our day:  Yes, many in the world have rejected 

God and see no need of a Savior… 

 But God is still on the throne and He still turns hearts of stone into hearts of flesh! 

He does so through the power of His Word and His Spirit and that is what we always ask of Him when 

we baptize our covenant children! 

So, as we approach a New Year and reflect on the faith of Simeon and those wise men, how can we learn 

from them and be more faithful servants of our Lord and King who came as that baby in the manger to 

save us from our sins? I want to suggest that we can do so in part by reflecting on and teaching our 

children about what I have shared with many as my favorite and most personal Psalm…  Psalm 51! 

It is a Psalm penned by King David after he had reached the climax of his power and fallen into grave 

sin.  Now we do not have to be those who have committed adultery or murdered a loyal soldier like King 

David did to need this Psalm. 

 IF we understand God’s view of sin, then we know it rightly applies to all of us and to our children!   

Remember Jesus said that any man who lusts after a women has committed adultery in his heart!  He 

also said that anyone who is angry with a brother is guilty of murder. 

 Jesus said anyone who does not honor their mother and father or those who fail to help the poor 

and needy are in danger of hell fire! 

I could go on but we should all know that Paul was right when he proclaimed in Romans three, that all 

are guilty and fall short of the glory of God.  So as we approach this New Year,  let’s remember that we 

ALL need the power of the Gospel by taking a few moments to reflect on the lessons of Psalm 51… 

[thinking of ourselves and not the other guy] 

There is no doubt about when and why this Psalm was written by King David:  Psalm 51:1  “ To the 

Chief Musician.   A Psalm of David when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to 

Bathsheba.”      [remind them of the Nathan account]  

In this Psalm King David truly confesses his sin and knows that it is only because of God’s mercy that he 

can find a way of salvation… 

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your 

tender mercies,  Blot out my transgressions.   Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me 

from my sin.  For I acknowledge my transgressions,  And my sin is always before me.”  

A shocking thing to many modern minds is that King David does not offer apologies to Bathsheba, the 

family of Uriah or even the people of Israel… 
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Instead King David says very honestly:  4  “Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in 

Your sight-- That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I 

was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.” 

King David knows that the true offense of his sins were against God Almighty! While King David knows 

that his state is hopeless from a human standpoint, he then asks God to takes steps to wash away his 

many sins: 

6 “Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know 

wisdom.  7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow. 8 Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your face 

from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.” 

God had chosen King David and given him a heart of flesh and even in the depths of his great sins God 

brings to his remembrance what God does for him through Jesus…  David’s sins were forgiven because 

Jesus took the wrath that was justly due him upon Himself on the cross… 

David did not have the Gospel accounts to give him all the details of this comfort, but his knowledge of 

the Old Testament and the sacrificial system that pictured what Jesus would do gave him great 

confidence!  His sins would be separated and cast out, just as they did with the scape goat… 

He would be changed and offered as an acceptable ascension offering just like the sacrifices made at the 

Temple and he would be able to stand in the very presence of his Holy God, just as the high priest did 

each year in the Holy of Holies.  With heartfelt confession,  King David is now able to look to the future 

with great hope and purpose… 

10 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  11 Do not cast me away 

from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  12 Restore to me the joy of Your 

salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.”  

Just think about the great and precious promises that are contained in these three short verses:  Promises 

available to ANY who come honestly confessing their sin before God: 

 The comfort of knowing that our heart has been made clean!  God has cleaned up our past messes. 

 The knowledge that we have been given a steadfast spirit.  God will help us confront our future 

challenges. 

 The assurance that we can always be in God’s presence.  God sees only the righteousness of Jesus 

when we are in His presence. 

 The confidence that God’s Spirit is always with us:  The comforter that Jesus promised to send. 

 The glory of knowing that our joy comes from God’s faithfulness and salvation and not our own 

works!   

 And finally, the amazing fact that God upholds us with His Spirit so that we can continue His 

work!   

Thus we should enter this New Year boldly, knowing we are broken people who have been forgiven, 

empowered & now held steadfast by God’s Spirit! 

The final thing to note on this New Year’s Day is that God has great plans for His redeemed children… 

King David does not hang his head in shame and wonder about how badly people will think about him… 

 From a human standpoint, would any of us have written the 51st Psalm? 
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But under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, King David did write this Psalm and now we see that he 

trusts the promises of God…  And knowing they are true, he is now able to go forward in service to the 

Kingdom of God… 

13  “Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me 

from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation,  And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your 

righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 16 For You do not 

desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are 

a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart-- These, O God, You will not despise.” 

 In the end we see the forgiveness and service of King David is not just for him…     It is for the 

world! 

18  “Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem.  19 Then You shall be pleased 

with the sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer 

bulls on Your altar.” 

We know from the New Testament that King David was not referring here to just the City of 

Jerusalem… Nor to its walls or just the sacrifices that were made at the Temple as they pointed to 

Jesus…  King David was seeing through a glass darkly the great sacrifice that would be made for sin by 

Jesus on the cross as well as the New Jerusalem that would be His Bride the Church… 

 And yes, if we understand what the Apostle Paul is saying in Romans 12:1, WE are those bulls 

that are to be sacrificed: 

Romans 12:1  “ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  And do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

We prayed this morning that Violet and Matthias would NOT be conformed to this world… 

But rather we claimed Paul’s promise in II Corinthians 5:17 for them, as we all should in this New Year:   

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 

have become new.” 

In this New Year I trust that many of you will make Psalm 51 your own personal and favorite Psalm… 

And make Romans 12:1&2 your resolution for the New Year, 

The Year of our LORD 2017! 

 

Communion Meditation: Zechariah 9:16-17 

 

“The LORD their God will save them in that day, 

As the flock of His people. 

For they shall be like the jewels of a crown, 

Lifted like a banner over His land— 

For how great is its goodness 

And how great its beauty! 

Grain shall make the young men thrive, 

And new wine the young women.” 


