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Galatians 5:1  For freedom Christ 
has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again 
to a yoke of slavery. 

 
“Law and Promise” 
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Sermon Text:  Galatians 3:21-29 
 
Scripture Reading:  Romans 7 
 
Introduction- 
 
Many Christians think that the Old 
Testament Law is a bad thing. I 
suppose much of that thinking has 
come from dispensational theology’s 
insistence that the Law has no place at 
all in the New Covenant in Christ. But 
it surely does: 

 
Jer 31:31-34  "Behold, the days are 
coming, declares the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of 
Judah,  (32)  not like the covenant 
that I made with their fathers on 
the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt, my covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, 
declares the LORD.  (33)  But this 
is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts. And I will 
be their God, and they shall be my 
people.  (34)  And no longer shall 
each one teach his neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, 'Know the 
LORD,' for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the LORD. For I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more." 
 
And the author of Hebrews makes it 
plain that Jeremiah’s prophecy was 
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indeed speaking of the New Covenant 
in Christ: 
 
Heb 8:6-13  But as it is, Christ has 
obtained a ministry that is as much 
more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, 
since it is enacted on better 
promises.  (7)  For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion to 
look for a second.  (8)  For he finds 
fault with them when he says: 
"Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will 
establish a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah,  (9)  not like the covenant 
that I made with their fathers on 
the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt. For they did not continue 
in my covenant, and so I showed no 
concern for them, declares the 
Lord.  (10)  For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my laws into their 
minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  (11)  And 
they shall not teach, each one his 
neighbor and each one his brother, 
saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they 
shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest.  (12)  For I 
will be merciful toward their 
iniquities, and I will remember 

their sins no more."  (13)  In 
speaking of a new covenant, he 
makes the first one obsolete. And 
what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish 
away. 
 
Where is the Law in the New 
Covenant? Not on stone tablets, but 
written on our hearts by, you might 
say, the finger of God. Obviously it is 
the same moral Law of the Old 
Covenant that God Himself wrote on 
tablets of stone, now placed in us 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in 
regeneration: 
 
2Co 3:5-8  Not that we are 
sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God,  (6)  
who has made us competent to be 
ministers of a new covenant, not of 
the letter but of the Spirit. For the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  
(7)  Now if the ministry of death, 
carved in letters on stone, came 
with such glory that the Israelites 
could not gaze at Moses' face 
because of its glory, which was 
being brought to an end,  (8)  will 
not the ministry of the Spirit have 
even more glory? 
 
This is why the Reformed Confessions 
say things like this: 
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These uses of the law are not contrary 
to the grace of the Gospel, but are 
entirely in line with it, for the Spirit of 
Christ subdues and enables the human 
will to do freely and cheerfully what 
the will of God revealed in the law 
requires to be done. 
 
But the Christian is not under the 
Law’s condemnation, nor is the Old 
Covenant any longer the “contract” 
which defines our relationship with 
God. We have seen that the purpose of 
the Law is one of condemnation. It is, 
as Paul says, a ministry of death. Why 
was the Law given,? Paul asks in 3:19, 
and the answer is “because of 
transgressions.” The purpose of the 
Law is to deal with sin – not in a 
redeeming way, but in a condemning 
way. The Law of God is a divine 
mirror to show the sinner his sin and to 
lead him to despair of any ability in 
himself to earn God’s acceptance.  The 
Law is for the ungodly then. But its 
primary purpose ceases when a person 
turns in faith to God’s Promise – that 
which we call the gospel. 
 
God is One 
 
Last time we tried to sort out verse 20 
– 
 
Now an intermediary implies more 
than one, but God is one. 
 

We said that this shows the superiority 
of the Promise over the Old Covenant.  
God Himself spoke the Promise to 
Abraham. God Himself, in the Person 
of Christ, appeared to man bringing 
good news of salvation. Moses was a 
mediator in the old economy, but in 
the new, God Himself is the Mediator. 
 
But let me add one more point of 
clarification regarding this little 
phrase, “but God is one.” We said that 
the very nature of a promise is that the 
one who makes it, performs it. The old 
covenant, the Law, is not that way. It 
commands us, and we must DO the 
Law or else.  
 
“But the law is not of faith, rather ‘the 
one who does them shall live by them.”  
3:12 
 
Not so the Promise. And this is why 
this is such a vitally important word 
for us to understand. God has saved us 
in His Son by means of Promise. The 
gospel is Promise. That means that 
God DOES the doing, not us. All we 
need do is BELIEVE His Promise.  
That’s it. Christ came to fulfill the Law 
for us, to take its curse upon Himself, 
to do all that needed to be done. 
 
And this is what I believe Paul is 
getting at when he says “but God is 
one.” No additional person involved in 
the transaction. ONLY God. ONE 
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God. Not God AND us. Only God 
doing. That is grace. That is the good 
news. That is Promise.  
 
Is it possible that in this little phrase 
“God is one,” Paul has in mind one of 
the most well-known verses of the OT 
that every Jew would know? 
 
“Hear, O Israel: ‘The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” 
 
Does Paul see in the “Shema” a new 
“Shema”?  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is One who is Lord 
of the Promise.” 
 
God is one. God makes and fulfills the 
Promise. Only God. Thus, the Promise 
is of faith – 
 
Gal 3:14  so that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through 
faith. 
 
Rom 3:28-30  For we hold that one 
is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law.  (29)  Or is God 
the God of Jews only? Is he not the 
God of Gentiles also? Yes, of 
Gentiles also,  (30)  since God is 
one--who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through faith. 
 

 
There is the review.  Now let’s read 
on: 
 
Gal 3:21-29  Is the law then 
contrary to the promises of God? 
Certainly not! For if a law had been 
given that could give life, then 
righteousness would indeed be by 
the law.  (22)  But the Scripture 
imprisoned everything under sin, 
so that the promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ might be given to 
those who believe.  (23)  Now 
before faith came, we were held 
captive under the law, imprisoned 
until the coming faith would be 
revealed.  (24)  So then, the law 
was our guardian until Christ came, 
in order that we might be justified 
by faith.  (25)  But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian,  (26)  for in Christ Jesus 
you are all sons of God, through 
faith.  (27)  For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ.  (28)  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  (29)  And if you are Christ's, 
then you are Abraham's offspring, 
heirs according to promise. 
 
The Law Imprisons 
 
Once more we must say that many 
Christians think that the Law is an 
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opponent of the gospel. They think that 
the Law was given by God so that men 
could keep it and by it be made 
righteous. And since they could not 
keep it, it was a bad thing that didn’t 
work. So God had to go to plan B – the 
gospel.  
Me Genoito!! Paul says.  May it never 
be!  No way!  The Law was given to, 
you might say, cooperate with the 
gospel.  
 
“For if a law had been given that 
could give life, then righteousness 
would indeed be by the law.” (vs 21) 
 
And THEN you would have 
competition! Because there would be 
competing ways of righteousness.  But 
that is not the case.  Rather: 
 
“But the Scripture imprisoned 
everything under sin, so that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might 
be given to those who believe.” (vs 22) 
 
And we have seen this already. The 
purpose of the Law was “because of 
transgressions.” The Law was a great 
prosecutor (and still is) to convict man 
of his sin, to imprison him by 
pronouncing a “guilty verdict.” 
 
Notice here that Paul uses the word 
“graphe” or “Scripture” instead of 
“law.”  You see in verse 23 he goes 
back to “the law” and is still speaking 

there of how the law holds the sinner 
captive. So he is using “Scripture” and 
“law” synonymously.  This is 
interesting, because it relates to the 
issue of whether or not the Law has 
any purpose at all in the New 
Covenant for the Christian.  The 
answer is plainly “yes” as shown by 
the following verse: 
 
2Ti 3:16-17  All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  (17)  that the man 
of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work. 
 
Perhaps the term “Scripture” is a 
broader term, and the Law being 
contained within it?  Listen to 
Hendriksen here: 
 
“Did the law every justify anyone? Did 
it ever set anyone free? On the 
contrary, says Paul, Scripture (in 
which the law plays such a prominent 
role) has locked up, that is, has shut in 
from every side without possibility of 
escape, the whole world under the 
power of sin….Scripture, that is, the 
Old Testament, has authoritatively 
declared that the whole world is under 
the power of sin; in other words, that 
sin is the jail-keeper who holds all men 
under the sentence of condemnation. 
These men are as truly chained as are 
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prisoners with iron bands around their 
legs, bands that are fastened to chain 
that are cemented into the walls of 
their cells. Such spiritual convicts are 
unable to break their fetters. On the 
contrary, every sin which they commit 
draws tighter their bonds until at last 
they are completely crushed. 
But, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
the prisoners’ very consciousness of 
their galling bondage and of their total 
inability to burst their chains, causes 
them to yearn for a divine Deliverer 
and to shout for joy when they hear his 
approaching footsteps. All this was in 
God’s plan….’so that the promise by 
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
those who believe.’” 
 
Don’t Go Back to Prison! 
 
Paul now applies all of this to the 
Christian – to us!  Listen to him again 
and apply his words directly to 
yourself if you believe the Promise: 
 
Gal 3:23-26  Now before faith 
came, we were held captive under 
the law, imprisoned until the 
coming faith would be revealed.  
(24)  So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in 
order that we might be justified by 
faith.  (25)  But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a 
guardian,  (26)  for in Christ Jesus 

you are all sons of God, through 
faith. 
 
Of course these verses can also be 
applied to the era of the Old 
Testament, before Christ’s incarnation 
and work on the cross. The “we” 
would be all human beings. The 
“coming faith” was revealed by Christ.  
 
But we can also apply these verses 
individually, to ourselves. Before the 
Lord graciously brought us to faith in 
Christ, we were convicts held captive 
under the condemnation of the law. 
But Christ threw open our prison doors 
and set us free. 
 
Now here Paul begins to use the terms 
“guardian” and “sons.” He will 
elaborate on this picture in chapter 4. 
We will just note here that the Greek 
word for “guardian” is paidagogos 
which should remind you of our 
English word – pedagogue, which is a 
teacher. And you have hard of 
pedagogy, which is the science of 
teaching.  
 
So God used the law in the life of the 
pre-Christian you see, to convict us 
and to teach us and to direct us to 
Christ until the day we come to faith in 
Him and are justified and become sons 
and heirs.  
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But those old days are past, Christian!  
Don’t go back there. Don’t go back 
into the prison cell and listen to voices 
condemning you. Don’t go back to a 
realm of being a slave when now you 
have become a son. 
 
When we are duped either by our own 
faulty thinking or by a false teacher 
into going back to the law in order to 
be righteous before God, we have left 
the realm of the Promise. Though sons 
of God, we act as if we are still slaves.  
 
Don’t go back to the days of needing 
something external, like a teacher with 
a stick to bop you on the head and 
make you concentrate on your 
schoolwork. “I see you are straying. 
Whack!” No, no, no! Listen to the 
Spirit as He applies the Word of God 
that He has written IN us!  
 
Some Present Day Examples 
 
Let me introduce you to a modern 
Galatian system. Come along on a tour 
of the world of works righteousness 
that has spread like leaven in 
conservative churches today. 
Fortunately in the past couple of weeks 
some of this edifice has come crashing 
down big time. 
 
Here are some contemporary examples 
of the very kind of false gospel Paul 
warns us against. They come from the 

website of the National Center of 
Family Integrated Churches, headed 
by Scott Brown. Churches buying into 
this system agree to a “confession” 
that includes statements like the 
following. While there are some things 
that we agree with, just ask yourself as 
I read, “what is this saying the focus of 
the Christian and of a local church 
MUST be?” -- 

ARTICLE VII -- Family is a 
Building Block 

We affirm that the biblical family is 
a scripturally ordered household of 
parents, children, and sometimes 
others (such as singles, widows, 
divorcees, or grandparents), 
forming the God-ordained building 
blocks of the church (2 Tim. 4:19). 

We deny/reject the church's 
implementation of modern 
individualism by fragmenting the 
family through age-graded, peer-
oriented, and special-interest 
classes, thus preventing rather 
than promoting family unity. 

ARTICLE VIII -- Church and 
Family Mission is Generational 

We affirm that God intends both 
church and family to carry out 
evangelism and discipleship 
through multiple generations, "so 
that you and your son and your 
grandson might fear the Lord your 
God to keep all His statutes and 
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His commandments" (Deut. 6:2; 
Lk.1:50). 

We deny/reject the contemporary 
seeker-sensitive and youth group 
philosophies which fail to "equip 
the saints" for spiritual ministry 
and maturity, resulting in adults 
and youth who become lukewarm 
and spiritually wayward. 

ARTICLE IX -- Church and 
Family Method is Relationships 

We affirm that the saints of God 
are to be equipped for spiritual 
ministry and maturity primarily 
through family-based, one-on-one, 
heart-level relationships, and 
especially by preparing fathers to 
be servant-leaders in family and 
church (1Tim. 3:4-5). 

We deny/reject the popular church 
system that has replaced heart-
level relationships with activity-
based programs, and has 
supplanted father involvement with 
clergy dominance. 

1.   Recognize the church to be a 
spiritual "family of families" 
who value intimacy and 
interaction and grow by the 
multiplication of family-like 
congregations; 
 

2.   Acknowledge families (which 
include singles, widows, 
divorcees, grandparents, etc.) 
as God's building blocks for 

the church, and maintain 
family-integrated rather than 
family-segregated meetings; 
 

3.   Develop a multi-generational 
vision for both the church and 
the family which stimulates 
personal sacrifice and 
maturity and preserves our 
spiritual posterity; 
 

4.   Equip whole households for 
ministry through heart-level 
relationships rather than 
activity-based programs, 
preparing and utilizing fathers 
as servant-leaders in family 
and church; 
 

5.   Pursue outreach through 
whole families "living out the 
gospel" in ministry to the 
saints and witness to the lost, 
rather than age-segregated 
programs; 
 

6.   Scrutinize the beliefs and 
practices of modern families 
and churches as well as our 
own role in both--whether as 
fathers or as church leaders--
and make whatever changes 
are necessary to conform to 
God's revealed patterns for 
family and church; 
 

7.   Seek God while there is yet 
time so that, seeing our true 
repentance, He will withhold 
His hand of judgment upon 
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our worldly families and 
churches. 

Continuing with more from that same 
website: 
 
An NCFIC Conference Lecture – “Oaths 
and Vows in Worship”: 
 
“Vows can be a powerful way 
that God uses to turn us from 
sin because it’s leveraging the 
fear of the Lord against our sin 
if we truly believe that it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the Living God. It’s a 
fearful thing to join God’s 
name to us into a promise. It 
can be a wonderful way to turn 
from sin that we struggle 
with.” 
 
Listen to some of these topics and 
titles of lectures and seminars and ask 
yourself once again – what are these 
people saying the central focus of the 
Christian and the church must be? Is 
this a message of faith in the Promise 
in Christ, or is it a system of “you must 
do this to please God?” 
 
Living In Sodom: A Case Study, Part I 
(The Protection Of Daughters) by Scott T. 
Brown 
 
Living In Sodom: Part II (Behavior 
Patterns Of Fathers Who Withdraw 

Protection From Daughters) by Scott T. 
Brown 
  
Living In Sodom: A Case Study, Part III 
(When Daughters Lose Hope) by Scott T. 
Brown 
  
How Young People in the Church 
Should Relate to One Another by Scott T. 
Brown 
 
Learning About Marriage from Our 
Spiritual Fathers by Dr. Joel Beeke 
  
Gospel-Centered Marriages for a 
Glorious Church Part 2 by Scott T. Brown 
  
Issues and Answers Regarding Early 
Marriages by Doug Phillips 
  
How to Split a Church through a 
Courtship by Stephen Hopkins 
  
What is the Biblical Terminology of 
Marriage? by Steve Breagy 
  
Wedding Ceremonies and 
Covenants by Doug Phillips 
  
What is the Role of Romance and 
Emotions? by Dan Horn 
  
What About Arranged 
Marriages? by Steve Breagy 
  
Sexual Intimacy in Marriage by Dr. Joel 
Beeke 
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Church Life That Prepares for 
Marriage by Jason Dohm 
 
Preparing a Two-Year-Old for 
Marriage by Jonathan Sides 
  
The Dominion Mandate and 
Marriage by Kevin Swanson 
  
Sexual Intimacy in Marriage by Deborah 
Brown 
  
Equal Yoking by Dan Horn 
  
How Fathers Qualify Suitors and 
Receive Daughters by Doug Phillips 
 
Courtship Catastrophe 
Mitigation by Kevin Swanson 
 
Wedding Ceremonies and 
Covenants by Doug Phillips 
 
Jurisdictions After Marriage by Doug 
Phillips 
  
How Important are Educational 
Choices by Doug Phillips 
 
Answering Critics of the Family-
Integrated Church Movement by Doug 
Phillips 
 
The Fruit of Modern Youth 
Culture by Doug Phillips 
 

The Sufficiency of Scripture and the 
Heart of the NCFIC. by Doug Phillips 
 
The Para-Church Paradox by Doug 
Phillips 
 
The Sufficiency of Scripture for Culture 
and Aesthetics by Doug Phillips 
 
Developing an Evangelical Vision in the 
Family by Doug Phillips 
 
The Coming Of Mahershalalhashbaz 
(Towards Epistemologically Self-
Conscious Baby Names) by Doug Phillips 
 
Are Babies a “Drag” on the 
Economy? by Doug Phillips 
 
The Sufficiency of Scripture and the 
Heart of the NCFIC by Doug Phillips 
  
The Defining Battles in the War Against 
the Sufficiency of Scripture by Doug 
Phillips 
 
Sins the Church Has Regarding 
Evangelism by Doug Phillips 
 
Define the Great Commission by Doug 
Phillips 
 
The Gates of Hell by Doug Phillips 
 
The Sufficiency of Scripture for the 
Laws of Nations by Doug Phillips 
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Contextualization by Doug Phillips 
 
When Missionary Activity Destroys the 
Family by Doug Phillips 
 
How Does Evangelism Happen in the 
Family by Doug Phillips 
 
Involving the Whole Family in 
Evangelism by Doug Phillips 
 
Do Family-Integrated Churches Ignore 
the Lost? by Doug Phillips 
 
What About Church Programs to Spur 
Evangelism? by Doug Phillips 
  
Should You Be Employed in a 
Company that Forbids Sharing Your 
Faith? by Doug Phillips 
 
Differences Between an Evangelist and 
Evangelizing by Doug Phillips 
 
The Role of Evangelism in the Life of 
Elders by Doug Phillips 
Developing an Evangelical Vision in the 
Family by Doug Phillips 
 
And the thing goes on and on and on, 
telling us how to function in every 
aspect of our lives if we are going to 
do what God tells us we must do… 
 
•   The Fatherhood Tour 
•   The Father-Daughter Retreat 

•   The God-Centered Family 
conference 

•   Our Marriages and the marriages 
of our sons and daughters 

•   Reasons family worship is 
required 

•   The Indispensible Role of 
Grandparents 

•   Counsel for my daughters on 
amusements, books, music, and 
dress 

•   The secrets of happy home life 
•   Family discipleship 
•   Family idolatry 
•   Child Discipline 
•   Age segregation 
•   Manhood 
•   Marriage 

 
Let me suggest to you that this kind of 
thing is nothing less than false teachers 
carving their rules in stone and calling 
it God’s Word. It is a false gospel that 
claims to have the ability to make us 
pleasing to God. It replaces the Spirit 
of God in us with an external law like 
the Old Covenant. 
 
In contrast, the gospel, the Promise – is 
of faith. The Christian lives daily by 
faith in Christ, and is directed and led 
by the Spirit of God in agreement with 
the Word of God. So, for example: 
 
Gal 5:16-18  But I say, walk by the 
Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh.  (17)  For the 
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desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you 
from doing the things you want to 
do.  (18)  But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
In the New Covenant, you see, God’s 
Law has been written IN us, on our 
hearts, by the Spirit of God. The Spirit 
is Christ in us, and He LEADS us.  As 
He leads and as we diligently read His 
Word and attend to its instruction, each 
Christian will be able to follow Christ.   
 
And let me recommend to you that the 
specifics and details of the manner in 
which the Spirit leads ME to follow 
Christ are going to differ from how 
He leads YOU to follow Him.  
 
You understand this? Yes, there are 
certain truths that we all adhere to and 
confess. In many ways, that is what the 
Bible gives us – don’t let the sun go 
down on your anger, don’t lie to one 
another…abstain from sexual 
immorality.  Those sorts of things.  
 
But specifically HOW you carry out 
the details is going to be in conjunction 
with the Spirit of God leading YOU. 
What these false teachers want to do is 
supplant the Spirit! THEY will tell you 
what you are to do in virtually 
everything. That is law, and it is the 

power of sin. It will create THIS kind 
of climate in a church and in our 
households: 
 
Gal 5:15  But if you bite and devour 
one another, watch out that you are 
not consumed by one another. 
 
In Jesus Christ, God has placed His 
law within us. And by the Spirit who is 
in us, He will lead each of us into the 
applications of that Word.  
 
Gal 5:18  But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
Gal 5:25-26  If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also walk by the Spirit.  (26)  
Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying 
one another. 
 
Rom 8:1-17  There is therefore now 
no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.  (2)  For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and death.   
 
(3)  For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not 
do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, 
he condemned sin in the flesh,  (4)  
in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not 
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according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit.   
 
(5)  For those who live according to 
the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit.  
(6)  For to set the mind on the flesh 
is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace.  (7)  For the 
mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God, for it does not 
submit to God's law; indeed, it 
cannot.  (8)  Those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God.   
 
(9)  You, however, are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him.  (10)  
But if Christ is in you, although the 
body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of 
righteousness.  (11)  If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit who dwells in 
you.   
 
(12)  So then, brothers, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.  (13)  For if 
you live according to the flesh you 
will die, but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live.  (14)  For all who are led 
by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God.  (15)  For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, "Abba! Father!"  (16)  The 
Spirit himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of 
God,  (17)  and if children, then 
heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. 
 
You Are All Sons Through Faith 
 
The chapter ends with these great 
statements, which we will look in more 
detail at next time: 
 
Gal 3:27-29  For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ.  (28)  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  (29)  And if you are Christ's, 
then you are Abraham's offspring, 
heirs according to promise. 
 
That is the good news. It is as simple, 
and as profound, as that. 


