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  Knowing Jesus 
John 10:19-42 

BI: Nothing in this world can offer stability for life like a deep knowledge of the 
Person, teaching, and ministry of Jesus Christ.
Read John 10:19-42
    A peek behind the door of my study may help you understand why the sermon is 
structure as it is today. Whenever a preacher sits down at his desk and wrestles through a 
passage of Scripture, he does so with a very clear goal in mind. And that goal is usually 
formed in an unstated question. For example, he may approach a text by asking, “What 
does this text teach about how to live an authentic life in a modern world?” Or, he might 
ask, “What does this text imply about how to find happiness, contentment, and relative 
success in this  life?” Then again,  he might  approach the text  asking,  “How will  this 
passage correlate to what we see going on in social and political culture of society at 
large?”
     Every preacher approaches the task of preaching with a preconceived idea of what his 
people need to hear. And this is as true for me as it is for anyone else, but I want to let 
you in on what is going through my mind when I sit down to study a text in preparation 
for  preaching.  I  believe  the  most  important,  relevant,  and  significant  question  I  can 
answer  from the  text  is,  “What  does  this  passage reveal  about  God.”  In  the  case  of 
preaching through one of the gospels (John, in our case) the question is, “What does this 
text reveal about Christ? What does God want me to learn or be reminded of regarding 
the person and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
    You see, there are many significant life-lessons taught in the Bible that are important to 
know, but under all of them like a mighty foundation stone is the revelation of the Person 
and Ministry of Jesus Christ. A rich knowledge of what the Bible teaches about Jesus 
serves the Christian as a massive, weighty ballast. It lays at the bottom of our souls and to 
keep the ship upright no matter how turbulent and wild the storms of life may become.
     Beloved, it’s good to learn life principles from the Bible. But what we need more than 
anything else is a deep knowledge of Jesus Christ. So when I came to this text this week, 
I came with the question “What does God want us to learn about Jesus and how should 
that knowledge affect how we think and live?
    With that in mind, let’s take some time to look at this text. 

I. Jesus’ ministry tended to divide not unify:
1. Read 10:19-21
2. This is not the first time the ministry of Jesus left people divided. We see it in 7:34 
after Jesus offered Himself as “Living Water” for whoever would come and drink. It 
happened again in 9:16 after Jesus healed the man born blind. And now it is happening 
again. John wants us to know that when Jesus spoke the result was not always revival but 
division.



3. Matt. 10:34–38 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 35 “For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A 
DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 
36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 37 “He who loves father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 
is not worthy of Me.”
4. Friends, not think that knowing Jesus is going to bring harmony between you and the 
world. The reality is that people are often offended by Jesus. Many of your friends and 
family don’t like Him any more than the religious leaders of His day and they are ready 
to do whatever they can to separate you from your faith in Him. 
5. In Jesus day, some of the people said He had a demon. Others said, “A demon cannot 
open the eyes of the blind.” Division. Jesus brings division. Some will see of Him and 
believe, and others will cling to their unbelief no matter what they see.
6. This is really helpful to know when people you love don’t share your affection for 
Jesus.  You need to know that this is  painful experience is shared by many who love 
Christ. But He is worth every moment of your allegiance and every sacrifice you may 
incur. As the author of Hebrews says, “Don’t shrink back” in the face of such opposition 
but “hold fast” and “draw near” for “He who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23). 
7. Remembering this will add to the weight of the ballast of your little boat and keep your 
faith strong when tested by rejection. So The Jews were divided about His identity.

II. Jesus was Unsympathetic to Willful Unbelief:
1. Read 22-25
2.  This scene takes place during the feast of Dedication, also known as the feast of 
Lights, or Hanukkah. On this occasion Jesus finds himself surrounded by a group of men 
(whether they are Jewish leaders or simply Jewish men in general, we don’t know). These 
men want an answer to an important question, “Are you the Christ? If you are, tell us 
plainly.”
3. Jesus’ answer is very straightforward. He says, “I have already told you, and you do 
not believe.” In other words, the ignorance you claim is false and willful. I have given 
you enough evidence. I have made it clear verbally and miraculously by the works I have 
performed. No. I will not give you any more evidence than what you already have. 
4. Once again, the problem was not that there wasn’t enough evidence to establish Jesus’ 
claim to be the Christ. To the eyes of unbelief, no amount of evidence is convincing. 
5. Now someone might say that it’s different now. After all, those people actually saw 
Jesus perform the miracles. If we were to see Jesus perform a miracle with our own eyes 
we would believe.” But that’s not true. The agnostics of the world will always claim that 
there’s not enough evidence. And the Pharisees were always asking for more signs.



6. Remember the story of the Rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16). In hell the rich man cried 
out  to  Abraham,  “If  someone  would  go  to  my  brothers  from  the  dead,  they  would 
believe!” But Abraham replied, “If they will not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 
will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.”
7. By the way, it was Jesus who told that story. He was pointing us to the power of the 
word of God to bring about salvation. Once again, this is a very helpful truth. We can’t do 
miracles, and even if we could it wouldn’t guarantee that people would believe. But that’s 
okay, because the power of salvation has never been miracles It has always been the word 
of God. 
8.  So  when  you  feel  intimidated  by  the  questions  of  the  skeptics  and  your  own 
inadequacy in sharing the gospel, take heart. The power is not in your ability to persuade, 
but in the Holy Spirit who uses God’s word to transform the hearts of me when He sees 
fit. Your job is simply do follow Jesus’ example and faithfully proclaim the word of God. 
When the Spirit of God empowers the word of God it creates a child of God. Nothing else 
can do that. This is true in your life and it was just as true in the life of Jesus. 

III. Jesus Rested in God’s Saving Sovereignty:
1. Read 26-27
2. We have already discussed this at length, but it bears repeating that Jesus is offering an 
objective reason for the people’s unbelief. He says very clearly. 
3. It was no mystery to Jesus why these men could not look at the clear evidence and 
draw the proper conclusion. In fact, the explanation is quite simple! The only people who 
have the capacity to hear and obey are the one’s who are His sheep. This is the clearest 
most obvious indicator that a man is either born again or lost. Does He love Jesus’ word 
and does he delight to obey?
4. Somehow in modern evangelicalism we have made this so complicated and mysterious 
that the church is full of people who profess to be Jesus’ sheep but who are in fact lost. 
But this is not a new problem. The apostle John dealt with it in his first epistle. Turn with 
me to 1 John 3:7-10. (Read)
5. How could John be so bold! Short answer: he learned it from following Jesus. Turn 
with me again to Matt. 7:15-20
6. In the church today there are many false prophets and false sheep, and part of the 
reason for this is that most of us have been trained that it is never proper to call into 
question another man’s salvation. But that is not how Jesus ministered. I often tell people 
that I counsel that if they are going to receive the help that they need they are going to 
have to be open to the possibility that they are in fact lost, though they have professed to 
know Christ for years. 
7. To such people the Apostle Peter said, “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to 
make certain about His calling and choosing you” (2 Pet. 1:10). Don’t assume that you 
are one of His sheep. And Paul said it like this, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the 
faith;  examine  yourselves!  Or  do  you not  recognize  this  about  yourselves  that  Jesus 
Christ is in you – unless indeed you fail the test” (2 Cor. 13:5).



8. How do you become one of Jesus’ sheep? By God’s calling and election. How can you 
have confidence that you are one of His sheep? By putting your profession of faith to the 
test. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice… and they follow me.” Do you love the word 
of God (His voice), and do you have a history of faithful (though imperfect) obedience 
(i.e. do you follow him)?
9. Beloved, the greatest and weightiest ballast in your little boat is your assurance that 
you belong to the good shepherd – not because of anything you have done but because of 
what God did in you when He called you to Himself and gave you a new heart that is 
alive and alert to the loving Lordship of the Jesus Christ.
10. You see, Jesus does not relate to men based on their profession of faith in God, but on 
the reality of their relationship with Him that comes by grace through faith. 

IV. Jesus’ Deity is the ground of our Security:
1. Read 27-30
2. You see, to say that one is eternally secure in the hands of Jesus is the same thing as 
saying that we are secure in the hands of the Father. There can be no mistake here. Jesus 
is making a very clear claim of deity. This has been the Apostle John’s argument from the 
beginning; namely, that Jesus is God. 

A. John 1:1 “The Word was God”
B. John 5:19 “The Son can doing of His own accord… whatever the Father does, 

the Son also does.” No mere human can say this!
C. John 8:58 “Before Abraham was, I am.” Again, no mere human can say this!
D. John 10:18 “I have authority to lay my life down and to take it up again.” Only a 

lunatic  would  ever  make  such  a  claim.  But  Jesus  made  the  claim and  then 
fulfilled it by rising bodily from the dead.

E. John 12:41 “Isaiah saw His glory and spoke of Him.” (i.e. Isa. 6 3xHoly… the 
whole earth is full of His glory)  

F. John 20:28 “Doubting Thomas” said, “My Lord and my God.” Jesus did not say 
“That’s blasphemy.”

3. You see, the deity of Christ is not a throwaway doctrine. His deity is the basis of our 
security. If He is not God we are of all men most to be pitied. But He is God! And His 
proved it by His miracles. In fact, this is what Jesus argues in the following verses (Read 
31-38).

A. Now, I think the reason Jesus ventured into that cryptic discussion about “you are 
gods” was to buy a little time. His point is that in Psalm 82:6 was to compare the 
human judges of the day with the ultimate Judge of all the earth.

B. The judge in heaven is God, so his judges on earth are like little gods who serve as 
God’s representatives in meeting out justice to the oppressed and punishment on 
the wicked. 



C. It’s not a powerful argument, but perhaps He intended it to give them pause long 
enough so that He could once again invite them to believe – which He does when 
he says (38) “believe the works (miracles that I do), so that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”

4. You see, our security is grounded in Jesus’ deity and He proved His deity time and 
again by His words, His works (miracles), the verbal and public testimony of His Father, 
and ultimately by His resurrection. Jesus’ deity is the most wonderful truth in the world! 
And it will be like a great weight in the bottom of your little boat that will help keep you 
upright when the storms of life blow hard against you.

V. Jesus Mission Cannot be Thwarted.
1. Read 40-42
2. Sometimes when you read about the frequent hostility Jesus faced you are tempted to 
wonder  how in  the  world  will  He  ever  accomplish  His  goal.  But  the  reality  of  the 
opposition only serves to demonstrate the sovereign authority Jesus has to fulfill  His 
mission. 
3. You may remember that on another occasion Jesus said, “Up on this rock I will build 
my church and the gates of hades (death) will not stand against it.” Jesus’ goal was to 
draw to Himself a people from every nation, kindred, tribe, and tongue who will love and 
worship Him to the glory of God forever. And  it doesn’t matter how fierce the opposition 
becomes. No matter what, God will continue to draw His elect to His Son. 
4. So after all of the opposition Jesus faced in Jerusalem, we should not be surprised to 
see revival break out when He traveled back to the Jordan River valley and ministered to 
all who would come. And John even let’s us in on what the people there were saying: 
“While John performed no miracle, yet everything John said about this man was true. 
And MANY believed in Him there.
5. Why did John include that account in His gospel? He tells us in 20:31 “These things 
were written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name. 
BI: Nothing in this world can offer stability for life like a deep knowledge of the 
Person, teaching, and ministry of Jesus Christ.


