
John (29)                                  Hymns 132, 419, 127 

 

Last week in considering our Savior's third sign miracle—I mentioned that ordinarily the miracles had a direct 

relation to His subsequent teaching—for example, in chapter 6 we will see His 4th miracle (the feeding of the 

multitude), followed by His teaching that He Himself is the Bread of Life—the miracle illustrates the 

teaching... 

 

This is the same thing with regards to the 3rd miracle—this is followed by His teaching to the unbelieving 

Jews beginning with verse 19—now I want to suggest that Jesus' teaching in verses 19-47 relates to this 3rd 

miracle in at least two ways—[1] the POWER of His word—that is—the miracle illustrates the fact that 

Christ's word has power to heal the soul and body—thus throughout the discourse stress is placed upon His 

word (v24, v25, v28, v38, v39, v47)...  

 

[2] The HONOR of His person—this is something I intentionally overlooked last week—the miracle not only 

instructs us about the power of His word but also the honor of His person—from v9 we learn that the miracle 

was on the Sabbath—according to the Jewish tradition, carrying any burden (even a mat) was a violation of the 

4th commandment—thus the Jews accused both the healed (v10), and the Healer (v18)—of breaking the 

Sabbath... 

 

Thus—throughout this discourse—our Savior underscores both the POWER of His Word, and the HONOR of 

His of His person, as the eternal Son of God, equal to His Father in every way... 

 

I.   The Hatred of the Son—vv16-18 

II.  The Father and the Son—vv19-20 

III. The Works of the Son—vv21-22 

IV. The Honor of the Son—v23 

 

I.   The Hatred of the Son—vv16-18 

 

1. V18—"Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but 

also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God..." 

2. [1] He healed on the Sabbath, v16—"For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, 

because He had done these things on the Sabbath..." 

3. That is—He healed the man on the Sabbath—John in v18 says they thought that Jesus—"broke the 

Sabbath..." 

4. Now—the first thing that needs clarifying is—Jesus never broke the Sabbath—He kept the Sabbath 

perfectly... 

5. But—He did break the Jews traditions concerning the Sabbath—He broke their applications of the 

Sabbath... 

6. By the first century—the Jews had lengthy expositions of the law—wherein specific applications were 

provided...    

7. While He kept the law—He did not keep their traditions—and because they confused the two—they 

thought He broke the Sabbath... 

8. John says the—"persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him"—they pursued Him for the purpose of killing 

Him... 

9. He was a lawbreaker, from their perspective, and thus needed to be put to death—this is what the OT law 

commanded... 

10. Ex.31:14—"You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall 

surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off among his people 

(Ex.35:2)..." 

11. Now—before I go further—let me simply point out the obvious—foolish man elevates tradition to the law 

of God... 

12. Why did these Jews hate Jesus so much, that they persecuted Him in order to kill Him—because He broke 

their application of the law... 
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13. They loved their tradition and personal applications of God's law—more than they loved the Lawgiver 

Himself... 

14. [2] He claimed God was His Father, v19—"But Jesus answered them, My Father has been working until 

now, and I have been working..." 

15. That is—My Father works on the Sabbath and so do I—all that My Father does on the Sabbath—I do 

likewise... 

16. Now—the Jews understood what our Savior was saying—He was claiming to be God's unique and equal 

Son... 

17. V18—"Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but 

also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God..." 

18. That is—our Savior was claiming that He shared in the very same essence of the Father—that He was 

God... 

19. Leon Morris—"He was claiming that God was His Father in a special sense. He was claiming that He 

partook of the same nature as His Father. This involved equality..."  

20. Now—we know from the Genesis account that the Father ceased working after He worked 6 days in 

creation... 

21. Gen.2:1-3—"Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on the seventh 

day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all his work which 

He had done..."  

22. The phrase—"on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done"—refers to God's work of 

creation... 

23. Thus—we must distinguish between His work of creation and providence—one is finished and the other 

continues... 

24. So when Christ says His Father—"has been working until now"—He refers to His Father's work of 

providence... 

25. This work of providence continues seven days a week—the Father never ceases His work of providence 

on the Sabbath... 

26. But—and this is the important part—the providential work that the Father does on the Sabbath—the Son 

also does... 

27. By this I mean—everything we say about the Father's work of providence—can also be applied to the 

Son... 

28. Now—generally speaking we can summarize the Father's work of providence into three categories—

natural, moral, and special... 

29. [a] His work of NATURAL providence—this concerns His upholding and sustaining all non-moral 

creation...  

30. Everything He created in the first 6 days—He now sustains and upholds—by the power of His mighty 

Word...  

31. For example, He feeds the animals, gives rain, governs the stars, commands the seas, and cares for the 

fish... 

32. And He does this perfectly and perpetually, every day—all day—seven days a week, without a single 

break... 

33. Ps.147:8-9—"He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass to grow on the 

mountains. He gives to the beast its food, and to the young ravens that cry..." 

34. [b] His work of MORAL providence—this refers to His governing and directing moral creation to fulfil 

His purposes... 

35. He is the great Governor that oversees the affairs of all men, wicked and righteous, to serve His sovereign 

purposes... 

36. He rules over the nations—raises up kings and brings them low—makes rich and poor—gives and takes 

away...  

37. 1Sam.2:6—"The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to the grave and brings up. The LORD 

makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and lifts up..." 

38. [c] His work of SPECIAL providence—this refers to Him directing all things for the final good of His 

people... 
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39. Rom.8:28—"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

the called according to His purpose...." 

40. Ps.121:4—"Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep"—that is—He's always working 

for their good... 

41. LBC (9:7)—"As the providence of God does in general reach to all creatures, so after a more special 

manner it takes care of his church, and disposes of all things to the good thereof..." 

42. John Calvin—"Nor is it only by a general Providence that the Lord maintains the world which He has 

created, but He arranges and regulates every part of it, and more especially, by his protection, he keeps and 

guards believers whom he has received under his care and guardianship..." 

 

II.  The Father and the Son—vv19-20 

 

1. Now—let me simply say at the outset, beginning at v19—we encounter some of the deep things of 

Scripture... 

2. If we are going to make sense of them—we must understand they describe the eternal relation of the 

Father and Son... 

3. Thus—within verses 19-23 the words Son and Father are repeatedly used—Son (7 times), Father (6 

times)... 

4. There are few NT passages—that more clearly describe the eternal relationship that exists between Father 

and Son... 

5. Thus—these verses do not describe Christ's relationship with the Father as a mere man—but as His eternal 

Son... 

6. Now—many of you will remember that for the past several months we've considered Proverbs 8 at the 

Table... 

7. And over and over again—we've considered the great Biblical doctrine of the eternal begottenness of the 

Son... 

8. That is—from eternity past—the first two persons of the Godhead—related together as Father and as 

Son.... 

9. This is an eternal relationship—Christ didn't become the Son at His incarnation—He's always been the 

Son... 

10. Now—some weeks ago I mentioned that essential to understand this subject was three words—submission, 

equality, and affection... 

11. [1] Submission, v19—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees 

the Father do..." 

12. Now—the phrase—"the Son can do nothing of Himself"—has been misused to lessen the Son's full 

divinity... 

13. Thus—let me say—the phrase simply means—the Son can never act apart from or independent from the 

Father... 

14. All that the Son does, He does OF or FROM the Father—all that He does, He does in submission to His 

Father... 

15. This submission is relational and not essential—that it—it refers to the eternal relationship between Son 

and Father... 

16. Thus—an important part of this phrase is the preposition OF—"the Son can do nothing OF (from) 

Himself..." 

17. Most of you will know—this refers to the eternal generation or begottenness of the Son out of or from the 

Father... 

18. From all eternity—the Son is begotten of the Father—He derives all that He is as the Son—from His 

Father... 

19. He is the Son OF God—the Word OF God—the Wisdom OF God—He does nothing OF or FROM 

Himself... 

20. Thus—the phrase—"the Son of God can do nothing of Himself"—doesn't lessen but strengthen His 

divinity... 

21. Remember—the purpose of our Savior here is underscore the absolute equality between Him and His 

Father... 
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22. The Son does nothing apart from the Father—because there exists the closest possible union between 

them...  

23. Albert Barnes—"When it is said that he can do nothing of himself, it is meant that such is the union 

subsisting between the Father and the Son that he can do nothing independently or separate from the 

Father..." 

24. In other words—equality doesn't mean independence—the Son is equal to His Father but is dependant on 

Him... 

25. Thus—because the Son derives His existence of or from the Father—He also acts in accord with the 

Father... 

26. V19—"The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son 

also does in like manner..." 

27. The phrase—"what He sees the Father do"—refers to the Son's eternal and perfect knowledge of His 

Father's purposes... 

28. In v30 Christ speaks about "hearing" what the Father does—thus, "seeing" and "hearing" refer to 

knowledge... 

29. How does a person obtain knowledge—but through seeing and hearing—through these knowledge is 

obtained... 

30. Thus—what our Savior here means is this—the Son possesses perfect knowledge of the Father and His 

purposes... 

31. That is—from eternity past—the Son dwelt in the very bosom of the Father—and thus heard and saw all 

He planned... 

32. And this is why the Son is able to do all that the Father does—because they are one—in essence and 

purpose...  

33. J.C. Ryle—"The Son, from His very nature and relation to the Father, can do noting independently or 

separately from the Father..."  

34. Jn.1:18—"No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He 

has declared Him..." 

35. This single verse largely summarizes what our Savior is teaching in our text—notice several similar 

thoughts... 

36. [a] "No one has seen God at any time"—here seeing refers to knowledge—no one knows God but only the 

Son... 

37. [b] "The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father"—that is—the Father and Son are 

intimately related (the Son can do nothing of Himself)... 

38. Jn.5:37—"And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at 

any time, nor seen His form..." 

39. Jn.14:10—"Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to 

you I do not speak on My own [of myself] authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works..." 

40. [2] Equality, v19—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the 

Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner..." 

41. That is—everything the Father does, the Son also does—in other words—they share the same nature and 

ability... 

42. A.W Pink—"Not only does He do what the Father does, but He does it as He does it, that is, in a manner 

comporting with the absolute perfections of their common Divine nature. But what is ever more striking is 

the all-inclusive whatsoever. Not only does He perform His works with the same Divine power and 

excellency as the Father does His, but the Son also des all whatsoever he (the Father) does..." 

43. Now—again this is the main point of v17—"My Father has been working until now, and I have been 

working..." 

44. What our savior says in v17 is the same thing He says in v19—everything the Father does the Son does 

likewise... 

45. [3] Affection, v20—"For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that he Himself does; and He 

will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel..." 

46. These two phrases explain each other—because the Father loves the Son He shows Himself all that He 

does... 
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47. That is—because there exists the closest possible relation between them—the Son knows what the Father 

knows... 

48. A.W. Pink—"The argument of this verse in a word is this: The Father has no secrets from the Son. 

Because He is the Son of God, the Father loves Him...and this love is manifested by the Father showing 

the Son all things. There is no restraint and no constraint between them: there is the most perfect intimacy 

because of their co-equality..." 

49. When you love someone—you want to REVEAL yourself to them—revelation is the result of true 

affection... 

50. Jn.15:15—"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you..." 

51. Here we find the same concept as our text—"all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 

you..." 

52. This of course must be understood in a comparative sense—He doesn't make known everything He's 

heard... 

53. Otherwise—we would be God—but it does mean, the Son reveals to us a saving knowledge of God and 

His ways... 

54. But—here's the point—He does this because He loves them—because He loves them He reveals truth to 

them... 

55. Well—this is exactly the same thing with regards to the Father and Son—because the Father loves the Son 

He shows Him all things... 

56. Now—brethren—surely this is an amazing concept—the Father, because of love, eternally shows Himself 

to His Son... 

 

III. The Works of the Son—vv21-22 

 

1. These verses describe two of the greater works mentioned at the end of v20—"and He will show Him 

greater works than these, that you may marvel..." 

2. That is—if Christ's work of healing on the Sabbath proves His divinity—how much more these greater 

works... 

3. Now—what we have in verses 21-22 are two works of the Son—that prove His absolute equality to His 

Father... 

4. These works are "the gift of life" and "judgment"—these are then elaborated on throughout vv24-30 (v24 

life, v30 judgment)... 

5. [1] The Son gives life, v21—"For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son 

gives life to whom He will..." 

6. In the verses that follow, we learn Christ gives life both to souls and bodies—spiritual and physical 

resurrection... 

7. Thus—when we read—"even so the Son gives life to whom He will"—it's meant—spiritual and eternal 

life... 

8. Now—actually these go together—that is—the life that Christ gives is eternal life—which includes 

glorification... 

9. Notice our Savior adds—"For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives 

life to whom He will..." 

10. That is—the Son not only gives or grants life—but He also possesses the authority to give to whom He 

wills... 

11. In other words—as God's eternal Son—He gives life to those given to Him by His Father—from eternity 

past.. 

12. Matt.11:27—"All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the 

Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal 

Him..." 

13. Jn.17:1-2—"Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You 

have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 

Him..." 
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14. [2] The Son judges, v22—"For the Father judges no one, but has committed (given) all judgment to the 

Son..." 

15. Now—the word "judgment" fundamentally means—"to separate or decide"—to make a judgment or 

decision... 

16. Thus—at times the word may be used in a more generic sense—to refer to the final judgment of ALL 

men... 

17. But—here it's used in a more narrowed sense to a judgment of damnation or condemnation—a negative 

judgment... 

18. V24—"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life..." 

19. V29—"those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 

resurrection of condemnation (same word – resurrection of judgment)..." 

20. Thus—the Son possesses the authority to give life and death—both are in His hand as the eternal Son of 

God... 

 

IV. The Honor of the Son—v23 

 

1. Verses 23 has specific relation back to v22—that is—the Father gave all judgment to the Son—"that all 

should honor the Son just as they honor the Father..." 

2. But—I think it also applies to all that's been said—the Son should be honored because He is equal to the 

Father in power, knowledge, and works... 

3. Thus—notice—"all should honor the Son JUST AS they honor the Father"—He deserves equal honor as 

the Father..." 

4. Brethren—if this were the only text in the entire Bible that affirmed the Son's deity—it would be 

sufficient...  

5. The Greek word rendered "honor" literally means—"to fix the value of something, to estimate its worth or 

merit..." 

6. Thus—to honor someone is to properly estimate or consider their true value and worth—to think rightly of 

them... 

7. This is what we are to do with the Son—we are to honor Him even as we honor the Father—in the same 

way... 

8. Now—before I suggest three ways this is done—let me first say a few words on the final phrase of verse 

23... 

9. V23b—"He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him"—these are closely 

related... 

10. Because the Father and the Son are of ONE essence—failure to honor the Son is failure to honor the 

Father... 

11. Thus—every group of people who claim to worship God without acknowledging the deity of the Son is 

amiss... 

12. The Jehovah's witnesses, Mormons, and Islam—they all claim to honor the Father while dishonoring the 

Son... 

13. Thus—in closing—I want to suggest three ways we can and should honor the Son EVEN AS we honor the 

Father... 

14. [1] Believe Him—that is—believe everything He says—about Himself, about His Father, about us, and 

about salvation... 

15. The Son is honored when we believe Him, but He's dishonored when we fail to believe His word and trust 

His person... 

16. Jn.5:46-47— "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe My words" Jn.14:1—"Let not your heart be troubles; you 

believe in God, believe also in Me..." 

17. [2] Fear Him, Mal.1:6—"A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where 

is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My fear..." 

18. [3] Love Him, Matt.15:8—"These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, 

but their heart is far from Me..." 


