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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #34

“God’s Preview of Angelic & Human History”

(Scriptures from NKJV)

“So the Lord God said to the serpent: ‘Because you have done this, you are cursed

more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall

go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between

you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your

head, and you shall bruise His heel.’”   (Genesis 3:14-15)

INTRODUCTION: In the previous nine lessons or messages, we have been occupied with

the personal being of Satan in his original state, and his subsequent fall into sin.  This

occurred when he tempted man to sin against God.  In summarizing these lessons, we can

say that:

(1) Satan was honored by God in creating him as the most beautiful, wise and

powerful being, heading up the ranks of the angels as God’s heavenly bishop or overseer of

the created order under God.

(2) He was placed in the kingdom of heaven as the highest ranking official and

informed that greatness in the kingdom is viewed by God as being content to serve in

whatever capacity one is given.  The two ruling principles in the kingdom of heaven are

humility and servanthood.  This involves those of greater rank and honor to be willing to

serve those of equal or lower rank.

(3) This moral principle of greatness brought about discontentment with the role of

being a servant, and led to Satan’s developing an opposing view of greatness in which the

creature could realize an exalted view of greatness by casting off his God-appointed role

and controlling his own destiny.  His principles for greatness are also twofold.   They are

pride and dominion.  These principles seek to dominate and control or rule over others.  In

essence, his kingdom says it is better to be served by others rather than to serve others.  It

is best to be the greatest than to be the least.

(4) Upon being informed that God planned to elevate the creature, “man” to a higher

rank of honor than the angels, he rebelled in his heart against the plan of God and set out

to murder or destroy the purpose of God from being accomplished.  He did so with the

intent to overthrow the sovereignty of the Most High God, and ascend to the throne himself.

(5) He reasoned that since man was on probation, the man was capable of falling

into disobedience.  If he could succeed in separating man from his dependance upon God, it

would appear to put God in an impossible dilemma:  

One: On the one hand, if God fails to destroy man as He said He would if man
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sinned, then God’s justice would be mocked and God would have to vacate the throne on

the grounds of injustice.  

Two: On the other hand, if God destroys man, then His plan to elevate man

above the angels would be frustrated, and would reveal that God’s wisdom and power are

limited.  He then would have to vacate the throne on the ground of incompetence.  

(6) Satan succeeded in destroying man’s obedience by getting man to embrace his

satanic theory of greatness.  By casting doubt upon God’s trustworthiness and goodness, he

convinced man that if he would cast off the objective command of God, which was hindering

man’s progress, he then would become like God.  He would then possess the mind of God

within himself, and no longer need an outside source to tell him what was right and wrong.

(7) But instead of achieving an enlarged experience of awareness, man lost what he

had possessed, namely, his inner peace and happiness.  He then became plagued with

problems of doubt, guilt, fear, deceit, and lack of trust.  He died to spiritual things, and

became enslaved or ruled by his love of self.   

(8) Today we look at God’s response to the creature’s sin and His preview or

prophecy of what the future had in store for both angels and men.

A.  THE ETERNAL WISDOM OF GOD.

1.  God is the only Being in the universe who knows the end from the beginning.  He

can do so because He alone is Omniscient.  By this, we mean God’s perfect and eternal

knowledge of all things which are objects of knowledge, whether they be actual or possible,

present or future.

2.  “Emery Bancroft, in his book on “Christian Theology, p. 67 describes God’s

Omniscient knowledge in this manner: 

Since it is free from all imperfections, God’s knowledge is immediate, as

distinguished from the knowledge that comes through sense or imagination;

simultaneous, as not acquired by successive observation, or built up by

processes of reasonings;  distinct, as free from all vagueness or confusion;

true, as perfectly corresponding to the reality of things; eternal, as

comprehended in one timeless act of the Divine mind.”

3.  Thus we can say that since God knows all things as they are, He knows the

chronological sequences of His creation and providence as being necessarily certain.  In Acts

15:18 we are told, “Known to God from eternity are all His works.”  
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We are also given in Isaiah 46:5; 9-11, this description of God, “To whom will you

liken Me, and make Me equal, and compare Me that we should be alike? . . .

Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God,

and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient

times things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all

My pleasure, calling a bird of prey from the east, the man who executes My

counsel, from a far country.  Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass.  I

have purposed it; I will also do it.”

4.  NOTE: For God to know something that is going to happen, it must be certain

that it is going to happen, and it is going to happen because God has predestined all things

that actually happen.  His “purpose” in verse 11 is referring to His eternal decree and His

“bringing it to pass” is referring to the chronological sequence which occurs in His

providence.  

5.  NOTE: Thus, the creature’s sin in the garden did not surprise the wisdom of God. 

God’s reaction to the creature’s sin was not some after-thought in God’s thinking.  I read

what one writer said about Adam’s fall when he said this, “God took a great risk when He

created man and gave him free will.”  That is almost as bad as what another writer said

when he was asked, “Why did God create man in the first place?”  He replied, “God was

lonely and needed companionship.”  

   

6.  Both angels and men manifested their short-sighted wisdom in the garden of

God.  The creatures will never be able to outsmart God because they are dealing with

infinite wisdom on God’s part.

7.  In eternity there was but one will and it belonged to God.

a.  When time began, a second will was introduced, namely that of angels and

men.  This would multiply into innumerable wills existing in the moral creatures.  Question:

If each of those wills are free and independent of God’s will (like the free-will teacher

asserts) how would God ever be able to achieve His eternal purposes in Christ?

b.  When the will of angels and men rebelled against God’s eternal will,

unknown to them they were really promoting God’s eternal will of decree to put His Son on

the throne of the universe and establish His eternal kingdom of humility and servanthood. 

In Genesis 3:14, 15, God is assuring us that this thing we call time will quickly come to an

end, and His eternal will, will be victorious and the wills of rebellious creatures will be

crushed and put away forever.  He will assure that His Christ will be exalted and those who
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trust in Him shall be delivered from sin and exalted with Christ!

B.  THE ELECTING OPTIONS OF GOD.

1.  He could have chosen not to create at all.  He was perfect and stood in need of

nothing outside of Himself.

2.  Since God chose to create, He ordained that the wills of the creatures would sin

against His revealed will. He had at least two courses of action open to Him when sin

entered into the moral universe.

a.  First Option: Immediate judgment and execution - When sin entered into

the realm of angels and men, the Almighty Jehovah, the Most High, the Possessor of heaven

and earth, certainly had the power to strike down the rebelling creatures by either

annihilating them or confining them in a prison of torment to uphold His holy justice.  But

He did not choose to do so.  

b.  Second Option: Immediate judgment and postponed execution.  This is the

option which God chose to follow.  He would pronounce His judgment in the form of a curse

on all of creation and its creatures.  But He would postpone the final execution of the curse

until at a later time to be determined by His wise purpose.  The desire of angels and men to

be like God would be given a complete trial or hearing.  The universe would see, once for

all, if it were possible for the will of any creature to find satisfaction and happiness

independent of God, their Creator.  The full time period for this trial is taking place in what

we now call time or history.  Can the creature find satisfaction and happiness in living a life

based on pride and dominion?  Time will tell!  

3.  God’s options of justice and grace.

a.  First: In reference to angels:

(1) He could have spared all the angels from falling as He did the elect

holy angels - I Timothy 5:21 - “I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and

the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing

with partiality.”

(2) He could, as the Bible reveals, bypass the fallen angels and glorify

His justice - Jude 6 - “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left

their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the
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judgment of the great day.” 

b.  Second: In reference to men:

(1) He could have spared Adam and Eve from falling - Jude 24 - “Now

to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before

the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.”

(2) He could have prevented Adam and Eve from having children -

examples of barren wombs.

(3) He could have by-passed Adam and all his posterity, and glorify His

justice - This is set forth in Romans 9:22, 23 - “What if God, wanting to show His wrath

and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of

wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His

glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory.”  NOTE:

The result would have been that none would have been saved.

(4) He could have been gracious to save all of Adam’s race - This is

seen in Romans 9:15; - “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I will

have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.’”  and

Romans 11:5 - “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to

the election of grace.”  NOTE: The result would have been that all would have been

saved.

(5) He could have chosen to same some - This is declared in Ephesians

1:4,5 - “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we

should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to

adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His

will.”  and  John 6:37 - “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one

who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”  and John 17:2 - “as You have given

Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have

given Him.”  NOTE: The result is that some would be saved.

(6) Two questions to consider:

(a) When the children of God (believers) have been in heaven

for ten million years, will there be any child of God there who was not chosen in Christ

before the foundation of the world?

5

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

(b) Will anyone chosen in Christ before the foundation of the

world, fail to be in heaven at that time?  NOTE: All of the chosen (elect) will be there, but

since not all of Adam’s race were chosen, then not all will be there.

4.  God’s options of the kinds of judgment to use:

a.  Annihilation - He did not choose this form in that it would actually be a

form of mercy rather than punishment.

b.  Imprisoned torment.  This is what His wisdom chose.  In Matthew 25:41

we read, “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you

cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”  NOTE: Both

men and angels will share the same destiny in the lake of fire.

C.  QUESTION WHICH NEEDS AN ANSWER:  

Why does God permit sin and its misery to continue when He has the power to stop

it and will one day do so? 

In order to answer this question, it is necessary to understand that an invisible

warfare is now going on.  In Genesis 3:15, God describes the beginning of the warfare and

declares its progress and what the outcome is going to be.  

1.  There are two separate battles now going on.  

a.  First: The first involves Satan against God.  It started in the Garden of

Eden, has continued through the centuries of time and history, is now ongoing and will be

consummated at the return of Jesus Christ.  The question is, Will Satan be able to organize

the fallen angels and mankind into a kingdom of which he will be the object of worship? 

This is what motivates all of his frantic efforts.

b.  Second: Will man be able to organize himself, humanity or civilization, so

that he can bring about world peace and order in his realm of existence?  Man without God

is a restless creature.  He longs for peace, but cannot find it.  All the wars throughout

history were fought with the idea of bringing peace based on controlling the enemy.

2.  The best description which I have ever read which gives an answer to our

question, as to why an all wise and powerful Being permits so much sin and misery, is given

in the writing of Donald Grey Barnhouse in his book, The Invisible War.  On pages 93-95 is

recorded these words:
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There is no satisfying the restless craving of the man without God.  Augustine

expressed it perfectly in his famous words: “Oh, God, Thou hast formed us for

Thyself; and our souls can know no rest until they rest in Thee.”  There are

those in the midst of humanity who have come to rest in God, through the

Lord Jesus Christ.  Yet rather they have come by no effort of their own, but

through the creative work of God, paralleling His work of the six days.  “For

God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined

in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ” II Corinthians 4:6).

How far did man fall by his disobedience?  How far did man go astray when he

took the path of his own will?  Is it possible for him to climb back by himself

to the heights which Adam knew before the rebellion?  Can man find his way

back to God through the fields of desire in which he has been wandering? 

When properly understood these questions, really one question, reflect the

things which divide men in their religious thinking today.  How far did Adam

fall?  Humanism says man did not fall, that he is on his way up. 

Sacerdotalism affirms that man slipped over the edge, but that he may be

pushed back again by the sacraments: that baptism takes away original sin; 

that the death of a piece of bread turned into Christ takes away man’s

continuing sins; that extreme unction removes more sins at the moment of

death, and that in purgatory man can purge more of his sins.  This leaves

little for God to do!

Some branches of Protestantism hold that though man fell down it was only

to a shelf, and that he has the will to choose to go back up if he wishes to

exercise it.  Others believe, and we are of that number, that man fell all the

way, fell into a pit described in the Scriptures as “death.”  Man is in a

threefold incapacity.  His will, his mind, his heart are all estranged.  He

cannot know, he cannot please, he cannot understand God.  “The natural

man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14).  “Because the carnal mind is

enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither

indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God”

(Romans 8:7).  “There is none righteous, no, not one.  There is none

that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  They are all

gone out of the way . . .” (Romans 3:10-12).  “The heart is deceitful

above all things, and incurably sick” (Jeremiah 17:9, Hebrew).  

These quotations somewhat anticipate our thought, but it must be seen early

in the invisible war that Satan can do nothing for fallen man, and that fallen

man can do nothing for himself.  God Almighty must do everything for man

that is to be done to bring him back to his unfallen position, and even to a

place above that from which he fell.

God, man or the devil: these are the three possible sources of hope.  The

strategy of the invisible warfare has been planned by God in order that these

questions shall be answered, once and for all, in the presence of all created

beings whether human, celestial or infernal.  Human history is the record of

the attempts of man and Satan to do something for man.  When asked why
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an omnipotent God permits the holocaust of human history, the answer from

the Word of God must be that He permits it in order to demonstrate to the

universe that neither Satan nor man can do anything for themselves or for

each other.  If it were otherwise, these forces, which are at enmity with each

other and both against God as their common enemy, could say either

separately or together: “We have done it, We have succeeded in organizing

ourselves and are no longer dependent upon God.  We have demonstrated our

capacity and ability.  We have established a kingdom, and we do not need the

plans of God for His kingdom of heaven over the earth . . .”

Mr. H. G. Wells has said that, faced with what we see around us in the world,

we are forced to conclude either that God has the power and does not care, or

that God cares but does not have the power.  The logic is incomplete.  There

is a third possibility which is most certainly the expression of Biblical thought. 

It is that God both cares and has the power, but that He is planning

something which demands the coming chaos of man’s world in order to

demonstrate to all that help is to be found in Himself alone.  God knows that

the world is in a terrible condition.  God has the power to alter it, but will not

do so today because of His greater purpose.  God cares tremendously.  This is

evident in Calvary.  But He knows that His care can be manifest today only to

the select company of individuals who have accepted the principles that rise

from His eternal decrees.  These admit the principle of their own spiritual

bankruptcy and have turned utterly to the Lord Jesus Christ as God’s one and

only answer to the problem.

There is a sense, therefore, in which God does not exercise any care over the

rebels who people this world.  Something of this is seen in the prayer of the

Lord Jesus Christ: “I pray not for the world, but for them which thou

hast given me; for they are thine” (John 17:9).  This is what Mr. Wells saw

without the spiritual insight to understand.  This is why the worldlings, seeing

the disasters of human suffering, draw the conclusion that God is not caring

for His creation.  They do not understand God; they do not understand the

meaning of care, and they do not understand the difference between the

creatures who refuse the Lordship of God and those who have bowed to it in

Christ and have thus become the children of God.

In short, they do not recognize that there is a war on, and that God neither

will, nor can, yield.  There must be the unconditional surrender to Him of His

universe.  He is Lord of all strategy, and, when in His judgment certain

lessons have been made obvious to the dullness of the fallen creation, He will

move to end the present phase of the struggle and bring in the righteousness

which shall, most certainly, come to the creation in the moment God has

chosen for it.  Meanwhile, the war goes on, and it is fought entirely under a

set of rules which have been drawn up by God and which He is able to

enforce, even now, upon the reluctant enemies in the armies of Satan and in

the camp of humanity.
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