
Is. 59:21  “A Covenant in the Mouth of Our Offspring”

For the Children: When a baby cries, parents sometimes put a dummy in baby’s mouth.  Though the dummy 
often helps, there are cases where the baby spits the dummy out, and the crying starts up again.  God’s people 
in the OT often spat the truth out, and followed lies instead.  The Lord promised that one day He would put His 
Word in their mouths, in a way that stayed put.  He did that when Jesus came and died for His people, then sent 
His Spirit to enable us to hang on to His Word.  He also promised to work in the children of believers, to enable 
them to hang on to His Word too.  Questions: How does the Holy Spirit help us to hang on to God’s Word?  
What happens when people stop hanging on to His Word?  How can we get help from the Lord to keep loving 
His Word?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Lord’s Rescue of His Failed Covenant-People
1) Rescue by Word: The Lord promised to rescue His people because they, having become rebellious, 

could not be saved by anyone else.  He would rescue them in a future time, by placing His Word in their 
mouths, in such a way that it would not depart.  This implies that His Word would be on their hearts.  “In 
the mouth” also implies a readiness to tell forth God’s Word – a readiness that only comes if we have 
that Word in our hearts.  That would include sharing that Word with our children (Dt. 6:6-9, Eph. 6:4).

2) Rescue by Covenant: The covenant is related to the Word.  It is an oath-bound promise by God, along 
with obligations; and an oath by His people that they will trust the promises and obey the 
commandments.  Isaiah is saying that this covenant would be renewed – the new covenant.  It is His 
work of grace, by His Word and Spirit.  See Gen. 9;9, 11 for similar language.  To be in that covenant is 
to be surrounded by the promise, and the call to trust and obey.  Parents should explain both the 
promise and the obligation to their children.

3) Rescue by Spirit: Making these things an inward reality in our lives is the work of God’s Spirit.  In the 
new covenant, the Spirit would be poured out, and “fall upon” all types of believer, from greatest to least. 
Only thus would the Word no longer depart from them, because the Spirit would place it on their hearts.  
Parents should also teach their children to call upon the Lord to work in them in this way – since this is 
how the Lord Jesus continues to work in those for whom He has died.

Second Point: The Difference the Lord’s Rescue Has Made
1) The Word Within: The pouring out of the Spirit, after the Lord Jesus finished His work on earth, has 

resulted in a more widespread heart-commitment on the part of God’s people.  See Jer. 31:31f; Ezk. 
36:26-27; Joel 2:28-29.  This does not make absolutely  every member of the covenant a genuine 
believer, but it does make the church as a whole more true to the covenant.

2) The Word That Does Not Depart: The work of the Spirit also makes the (true) church’s faithfulness 
permanent – in contrast to Israel’s situation.  Neither Word nor Spirit will depart from the church.  This is 
seen in the mention of the 3 generations of covenant children who will remain faithful.  The Lord adds 
that it will be this way “from now on and forever.” 

3) But the Children Remain: Not everything changes in the new covenant.  Isaiah is saying that children will
remain in the new covenant, only now there will be stability in the succeeding generations.  The 
language of the text is picked up in Acts 2:38-39 – the covenant-promise of the Spirit, along with the 
promise that the children of believers are included in that covenant.

Conclusion:




