
A Harvest of Thanksgiving

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Paul believes that it is though faithful, sacrificial giving that Christians reap a spiritual harvest.

I. Three Promises for Givers

1. God Promises a Bountiful Harvest

Law of the Harvest - 2Cor. 9:6 - The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. If you sow you will reap.

(1) Law of the Harvest = No farmer considers sowing as a loss of seed.  Skimpy sowing only 
cheats the sower of the joy of a bountiful harvest.

(2) You always reap more than you sow. If you plant one kernel of corn how much corn will 
be harvested? If one apple seed is planted how many how many apples will you get?

• God’s rewards are always greater than our sacrifices.

➡Why would God bless generous givers?   So they can become materialistic or to consume 
their prosperity upon their self-interest?  NO - This is not an appeal to greed but an appeal 
for glory. The generous get richer and the miserly get poorer.

2. God Promises His Love

2Cor. 9:7 - Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

God loves a specific person = “Hey angel, you see that guy?  I love that guy.”  

- It is hard to imagine a more precious promise than to be the personal object of God’s 
love.  

- All the world’s acclaim, honor, and rewards can not compare.  But this verse promises 
that God loves which person?  He loves a cheerful giver.

• cheerful = hilaros = hilarious, joyful emotion from the heart, “as he has decided in his 
heart” = emotionally attached to their giving = thoughtful = “not reluctantly”  = not 
painfully with sorrow or regret which usually comes when you have felt manipulated 
(under compulsion)

• decided = purposed = not forced, but not careless either.  Not impulsive, but planned.

 God promises that He loves the cheerful giver = gives thoughtfully, purposefully, with joy and 
 worship in their heart.
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3. God Promises His Sufficient Resources

• 2 Cor. 9:8 - And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

• God is able =  to Provide You with Everything You need to Be a Faithful Giver = all grace, all 
sufficiency, all things, abound in every good work = God’s grace has no limits = it is off the 
scales.

• God has All power to give you All grace at All times so you can have All sufficiency in All 
things for All good works!

➡ You give because God first gave you what you have to give!  (HUMILITY) 

➡ ILLUSTRATIONS:  1)  Needed 3 Seats on an airplane in Chita, Siberia.
2) Had a friend that had no good shoes in college, I got a new pair in the mail

➡ At what time do we have enough to give?  always!

 We are never not in position to trust God.
 He is always ready to give you all.
 And His all is always sufficient…
 so that we are always sufficiently able to worship Him more.

• Are you surrendered? Are you completely available to God?  
Have you taken a virtual sheet of paper and signed the bottom and said “God fill out this paper…I 
am already committed.”? 
This promise is to those who are a living sacrifice to God. 

• The promise of “All Sufficiency” manifests itself to those who have all dependence upon God. 

There is a Harvest for those who sow, who give, who glorify God by giving to others in the same way 
He gives to us.

Paul calls it a “Harvest of Your Righteousness” - v. 10

II. Four Aspects of the Harvest of Righteousness

What does the harvest of our sowing look like when it begins to come in? I see at least four aspects of 
this bountiful harvest that come in when we sow bountifully.

1. Even Greater Ability to Be Generous - v. 11 - You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way...

• You will recieve an even greater ability to be generous. = The more you give, the more you 
will be able to give. 
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• Since a harvest always produces more than a single seed, then you will find that you have 
more seeds with each Harvest of Righteousness.

2. More Thanks to God - v. 11 - You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

• v. 13 - By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your 
submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of 
your contribution for them and for all others, 

• God gets glory when his people give generously? Why? Doesn't the Giver get the glory? 
Exactly! The Giver gets the glory! And the people who sow most bountifully display most 
vividly that their God is an inexhaustible Giver.

• How many people are praising God because of the way you give? 

3. The Joy of Seeing God Meet His People's Needs - v.12 - For the ministry of this service is 
not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God.

4. Affection and Love Among God's People - v. 14 - while they long for you and pray for 
you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 

• Everybody wants to be loved by other people. Everybody wants to be needed by other 
people. Everybody wants to be desired and longed for by other people. I want to be loved 
and needed and longed for and prayed for. And like verse 14 says, I want that to be 
"because of the surpassing grace of God in me." Why? Because the grace-Giver gets the 
glory.

We should act as conduits for God's grace (instead of cul-de-sacs), then there will be an unending supply 
of righteousness.

III.  Three Types of Seed We Can Sow

Alongside everything else that the apostle Paul did in his amazing ministry of spreading the gospel, he 
also taught the churches to give money regularly—and to support at least three things by their giving.

1. Taking Care of the Poor: In fact, in chapters 8 & 9  Paul is raising money from them to send 
to the poor in Jerusalem.

2. Supporting Missionaries: in 1 Cor. 9:7-14 Paul teaches the Corinthians to support ministers

3. Supporting Ministries of the Local Church: Acts 2:44; 4:34
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By Supporting these Three We Have This Testimony:

1. We love the poor, and want to reach out to those in desperate circumstances;

2. we love the lost and the people who have no chance to hear the greatest news in the world so we 
support missionaries;

3. we love the church, the body of Christ, the family of God, and so we support its leaders and its 
ministries, we love our brothers and sisters.

4. And most of all - Christ is glorified - v. 15 -Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

Examples in MVC - think - then share during the worship.
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