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“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-9” 

Introduction: 
 
     Tonight we will be taking a look at the Church of Sardis in Revelation chapter number three. The 
star gazers of the distant past and the modern day astronomers look into the distant night skies 
observing the bright light of the polar star. It is said that the light from this star takes thirty-three 
years to reach the earth.  
 
So technically that star could have died decades ago and we are still observing the effects of its light 
on route to our planet. It could actually be a dead star as  
 
Dr. John Phillips states “shining solely by the light of a brilliant past. The church at Sardis was like 
that. It had a name, but it was dead. It was shinning solely by the light of a brilliant past” (Phillips, 
Exploring Revelation, 2004; pg. 61). 
 
     As we depart Thyatira on our 25 to 30 mile journey southeast we reach the city of Sardis. It is 
located top the great river valley of Hermus, sitting perched atop a 1,500 foot mountain. As we look 
far up at this city on the hill we would see one of the wealthiest and most secure cities in the world 
of its time.  
 
     Sardis has often been compared to the period of the Reformation when looking at this in the 
panoramic view of the Church Age. Within this church was a remnant of God’s people, elect, chosen 
who were solid and founded deeply in the Word of God. But for the most part this church as Sardis 
was dead; that is it was basically populated by unredeemed, unregenerate people.  
 
Revelation 3:1-6 
 
1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of 
God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God. 

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou 
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee. 

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk 
with me in white: for they are worthy. 
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5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out 
of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 

6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     This tall, high and lifted up church upon this secure 1,500 foot mountain was in a city that was 
occupied by the temple of “Artemis.” This was the Greek goddess, who supposedly had the power to 
restore the dead to life. This was an evil religion that swept throughout the city and the mentality of 
their teachings had even crept into the church. Many in the church believed that they were so 
secure that they did not even need to serve, or even endure through progressive sanctification.  

The bottom line is, they had no desire to persevere, they thought because of their knowledge they 
had arrived at a spiritual level that didn’t need any more attention. From the LORD’s viewpoint this 
was a church with no life, aside from the small remnant within it was more like a dead corpse.  

Revelation 3:1 
 
1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of 
God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 
 
     The LORD commands John to write, and He gives the introduction of who this section is coming 
from as He gives a quite different description of Himself here. These things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars. He is the One that holds it all in His hands, and His seven 
Spirits, the seven Spirits of God will be the standard of which this church is measured. It will be 
weighed against all that is implied by the seven Spirits and it will not measure up because it is not a 
life giving church.  
 
     John Phillips states that: “The church at Sardis had forgotten the magnitude of its heavenly calling. 
It had forgotten the magnitude of its holy character. The finest gold had become dim; the spiritual 
worth was gone” (Phillips, Exploring Revelation, 2004; pg. 62).  
 
     This church was not growing and being led and developed by the Holy Spirit. Therefore it could 
not measure up to these seven Spirits of God. It needed the leadership of the Spirit of God and Christ 
wanted this church to understand that He is the only One who can authorize the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish this. Anything that happens in connection with the church for the honor and the glory of 
God is not from a man, not a pastor, not by a program, a gimmick or a form of entertainment; but it 
is accomplished by the Word of God and is controlled by Jesus Christ. He and He alone can unleash 
the power of the Holy Spirit in all of His ministries for His honor and His glory to bring life. And if 
the church is dead, populated by mainly unregenerate dead professors full of head knowledge and 
no heart knowledge there can be no reproduction of life. 
 
     Jesus said: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Whether you 
realize it or not, this church was dead at the time of this letter. The only reason it had not 
completely dispersed was because of that small remnant remaining. At one time this church was on 
fire for the honor and glory of God, they had built a mighty name for their selves. But now, the LORD 
Jesus Christ was not authorizing the Holy Spirit or the angels to do anything positive, this church 
was dead. This church had no spiritual power and the Holy Spirit wasn’t producing anything in this 
church.  
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     The vital, vibrant spiritual life was gone and it was more like a morgue or depressing cemetery. 
Truth is many churches rely on their past reputation and are as dead as they can be. This had 
nothing to do with their numbers, or their age; it has to do with the authorized presence and power 
of God. Jesus Christ is telling this church that My analysis is you continually say you are alive, but I 
am telling you that you are continually dead. 
 
Revelation 3:2 

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God. 

     Verse one the LORD is speaking to the church in general but in verse two I do believe is directed 
at that remaining remnant of elect that are still present at Sardis. He says; Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. Christ is telling them to wake up, be alert, 
be watchful; strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. This command of Jesus Christ 
is a command for this church to wake up to their true spiritual condition, which was one of being 
dead. This church apparently lived on its past glory and needed to realize it was a dead church. So 
Christ says “wake up.”  
 
     It is a very dangerous thing to fall asleep while in warfare. If a Roman soldier fell asleep on duty, 
he was immediately executed - usually bound and burned. If we fall asleep in our own spiritual 
warfare we can get burned. Sin can quickly creep into our lives and take us captive. We need to 
wake up.  
 
     No we are not being directly persecuted, no we are not being directly attacked. But indirectly 
Satan is working his plan that will have long term effects upon the church as a whole and we must 
wake up and take a stand for Christ. We must be watchful and strengthen the things which remain 
because they are ready to die.  
 
     For I have not found thy works perfect before God. Perfect meaning mature or complete; you say 
what does that mean Brother Doug? They had a name that they were a mighty church, believers in 
Christ, yet they were not complete, they were not maturing, there was no growth because they were 
dead. A dead man cannot begin to grow until he has been made alive by the Spirit of God.  
 
John 3:3 
 
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 
 
Revelation 3:3 

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou 
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee. 

     Christ commands His church to remember two things:  
1. Remember what you have received. 
2. Remember what you have heard. 
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     The Greek verb “received” is perfect tense, indicating here that He is speaking to the elect 
remnant because they did receive Jesus Christ at some point in the past and there continued to be 
believers right to the present. These people truly had trusted Jesus Christ as their LORD and 
Saviour.  
 
     They were commanded to hold fast and to repent, hold fast to what? Hold fast to what they had 
heard. That Greek verb “heard” is an aorist tense verb, meaning past tense. They needed to 
immediately look back to the specific apostolic instruction which had been given to them at some 
specific time in the past. Apostolic doctrine had been deposited in this church and this church 
needed to get back to it.  
 
     Just like America and the modern church of today, they need to get back to what they first heard. 
Because we will be held accountable, there is power with knowledge but there are also 
consequences for both the saved and the lost. Because knowledge carries with it a great 
responsibility, a call and a command to obey what you know.  
 
 
Luke 12:45-48 

45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the 
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 

46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is 
not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more. 

 
Revelation 3:4 

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk 
with me in white: for they are worthy. 

     There was for a fact a remnant still in Sardis, if there wasn’t, there would have been no need for 
this letter at all. This is written to His Elect those remaining who have not defiled or soiled their 
garments. Soiled means “to smear,” “to pollute,” or “to stain,” and their garments refer to their 
character. There were a few that were true whose character was godly. 

     These are the ones that shall walk with Him in white, these are the ones that the Apostle Jude 
speaks of in his short epistle.  
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Jude 1:21-23 

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

Revelation 3:5-6 

5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out 
of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 

6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     I want to take just a little time and talk about these last two verses, but mainly verse five. If you 
really know what it means to overcome, you will understand to context of this verse.  

     He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out 
of the book of life, there are many today, that use this verse to build a case for the man made 
doctrine that once a man is saved by the amazing grace of Almighty God, justified by faith in the 
finished work of the LORD Jesus Christ, that their faults, their failures, their sin can separate them 
from God and He will blot out their name from the Lamb’s Book of Life.  

     My friend that is not at all what this verse is saying. It is declaring that he that over cometh, will 
not be blotted out, ever! This verse is not saying or implying anywhere that God will, it is only 
assuring the over comers that He will not, Amen! 

     God is declaring His Sovereign immutability of His counsel. He will not now or ever change! I 
want to show you this in closing tonight: 

Ephesians 1:4-5 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

II Thessalonians 2:13 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 
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II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     The application of Revelation 17:8 states that all the names were written in the Book of Life from 
the foundation of the world. Whose names were recorded? Those that God Sovereignly purposed 
according to the counsel of His own will to save by His amazing grace and purposed that they shall 
overcome.  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet 
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. My God is immutable He will never 
change; He is the same yesterday, today and forever more.  

Malachi 3:6 

6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

     This verse is not teaching God will blot names out. It is His Sovereign promise, the blessed hope 
of our assurance that He will never blot out His own. Those that He has purposed to overcome 
through and by Him and His Sovereign Grace. 

I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 


