
John (82)               Hymns 33, Projected Hymn, 704 

 

Now that Judas has departed (v30), our Savior speaks directly to His beloved sheep—vv31-38 (the remainder 

of this 13th chapter), is something of a preface to the three chapter discourse (14-16), commonly called the 

Upper Room Discourse... 

 

There are fundamentally, three things in these remaining verses—A Mutual Glorification (vv31-32), A New 

Commandment (v33-35), and A Foretold Denial (vv36-38)—I intend to examine the first two this morning 

(leaving the latter one for next time)... 

 

Now—before I come to these verses, let me remind you—this is likely Thursday night, in a few hours He 

would be betrayed, He would be arrested, tried, and then on Friday, He would be crucified, remain in the tomb 

the rest of Friday, all Saturday, and would rise from the dead Sunday morning—thus, these are among the final 

words of our Savior before His death...   

 

I.   A Mutual Glorification—vv31-32 

II.  A New Commandment—vv33-35 

 

I.   A Mutual Glorification—vv31-32 

 

1. V31—"So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, Now the Son of man is glorified, and God is glorified in 

Him..." 

2. Now—let me remind you at the outset—by glorification, our Savior refers to His crucifixion, resurrection, 

and exaltation... 

3. He speaks in the present tense—"now the Son of Man is glorified"—as He anticipates these future 

realities... 

4. J.C. Ryle—"The glorification is so near, so certain, so complete, that it is spoken of as a thing 

accomplished, and even past. It was accomplished in purpose, and in a few hours would be accomplished 

in reality..." 

5. This is also underscored at the end of v32—"He will glorify Him immediately"—that is, in the very near 

future... 

6. In other words, our Savior's glorification formally began at His crucifixion and included His resurrection, 

and ascension... 

7. This is seen in that our Savior speaks of His glorification as present (now), and future (God will also glory 

Him)... 

8. Thus, our Savior isn't speaking about two glorifications, as much as a single glorification in two distinct 

stages... 

9. He would be glorified on the cross (now the Son of Man is glorified), and in His exaltation (God will also 

glorify Him)... 

10. Now, let me simply say at this point, that verses 31-32, contain some difficult concepts not easy to explain 

(thus, I want to suggest three things about this glorification... 

11. [1] It's a MESSIANIC glorification, v31—"Now the Son of Man is glorified"—that is, He is glorified as 

Mediator...  

12. Most of you are aware that the title "Son of Man" was a favorite one of our Savior's, and has deep OT 

roots... 

13. The prophet Daniel foretold that the Son of Man would come, and as the Messiah, would sit upon a throne 

(Dan.7:13)... 

14. Thus, the title "Son of Man" describes Christ as the Messiah, the Godman, the Redeemer of His beloved 

people... 

15. Accordingly, when Christ says—"Now the Son of Man is glorified"—He means, He is glorified as the 

Christ... 

16. Thus, the glory here referred to, isn't the glory that Christ had as God from eternity—this is an earned 

glory... 
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17. This is an additional glory—a glory that He earned as the obedient Son of Man—Mediator between God 

and man... 

18. Christ was glorified in His cross, empty tomb, and throne—each one of these glorified Him as the Son of 

Man... 

19. [a] His cross—Christ was glorified on the cross, as the sinless Lamb of God, obeying His Father, and 

loving His people... 

20. The very cross that brought shame and disgrace, was for our Savior a glorification, a display of His love 

(both for His Father and people)... 

21. The love of our Savior is displayed in many other ways—all through His ministry He loved His disciples 

and poor sinners... 

22. But it was here—on that old cross—that our Savior's love was most clearly made known, and thus 

glorified... 

23. Alexander Maclaren—"All through His life He had communicated His love to the world, as fragrance 

comes from a precious box of ointment, but on the cross, that box was broken and the entire house was 

filled with the odour..."  

24. [b] His empty tomb—Christ was glorified in His resurrection as the powerful, victorious Son of Man and 

Son of God... 

25. Here our Savior's glorification was made evident for all to see—He who was dead, is now gloriously 

alive... 

26. [c] His glorious throne—Christ was glorified in His ascension and session, as He sat at His Father's right 

hand...   

27. [2] It's a MUTUAL glorification, v31—"Now the Son of man is glorified, and God is glorified in (with) 

Him..."  

28. This means, the Father is glorified in or with the Son, as the Son because the Son of Man, to die for our 

sins... 

29. V32—"If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself"—that is, because the Father is 

glorified in the Son's crucifixion, He will glorify Him in His resurrection and ascension... 

30. The phrase "God will glorify Him in Himself"—means—"the Father will glorify Christ in (with) Himself 

(Jn.17:5)..."  

31. In other words, in glorifying Christ, the Father glorifies Himself—or, God is glorified in the Person of 

Christ... 

32. J.C. Ryle—"The perfect harmony and co-operation of the Persons in the blessed Trinity shine out here. 

The Son glorifies the Father, and the Father glorifies the Son. The Son shows the world by His death how 

holy and just is the Father, and how He hates sin. The Father shows the world, by raising and exalting the 

Son to glory, how He delights in the redemption for sinners which the Son has accomplished..." 

33. [3] It's a SUPREME glorification—by this I mean, it's in the cross, empty tomb, and throne God is MOST 

glorified... 

34. This is implied in v31—"Now is the Son of Man glorified and God in Him"—that is, NOW is coming His 

fullest glory... 

35. This of course doesn't mean the Son and Father were NOT glorified in Christ's life—His teaching and 

miracles... 

36. But—it DOES mean—NOW—in His cross and exaltation—Christ and His Father are supremely 

glorified...    

37. Or, put another way—it's in the cross, empty tomb, and throne—that all of God's attributes shine 

brightest... 

38. Perhaps I can put it this way—where is the best place we can look, in order to behold the character of 

God... 

39. Do you want to see what God is like—then where must you look—well, you must look no further than 

Christ... 

40. This of course in no way denies that He is glorified in creation, Ps.19:1—"The heavens declare the glory 

of God..."   

41. Man is able to behold something of God's character in creation—we see various attributes of God in 

creation... 
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42. We behold something of God's power and wisdom—these are evident in some measure, by what is 

created... 

43. But—in Christ's cross and empty tomb—that is, in the Son of Man—we behold EVERY attribute of God 

in clarity... 

44. In His work of creation we behold something of some attributes, but in redemption, we behold clearly 

every attribute... 

45. A.W. Pink—"The Cross-work of Christ was not only the basis of our salvation, and the glorification of the 

Son of Man Himself, but it was also the brightest manifestation of the glory of God. Every attribute of 

Deity was exceptionally magnified at Calvary..." 

46. John Calvin—"In all the creatures, indeed, both high and low, the glory of God shines, but nowhere has it 

shone more brightly than in the cross..." 

47. [a] His wisdom—His wisdom is glorified because only God could have invested such a glorious 

redemption... 

48. A redemption wherein every attribute is harmonized, and guilty sinners and a holy God, are eternally 

reconciled... 

49. Nowhere is God's wisdom clearer than at the cross—for here we learn how God can be just and yet justify 

the ungodly... 

50. [b] His truth—by truth I mean truthfulness or faithfulness—He promised to send Christ, and send Christ 

He did... 

51. Right after the fall, God revealed what we refer to as the covenant of grace—which is the promise of 

Christ...   

52. [c] His justice—by this I mean, through the cross, His holiness, righteousness, and justice are all 

manifested... 

53. A.W. Pink—"The justice of God was more illustriously glorified by the cross, than if every member of he 

human race were to suffer in hell forever..." 

54. [d] His goodness—by His goodness is meant His mercy and grace—these are the two sides to God's 

goodness...  

55. John Calvin—"In the cross of Christ, as in a magnificent theatre, the immeasurable goodness of God is 

displayed before the whole world..." 

56. [e] His love—nowhere is God's love more evident than at the cross—it's a public from which God 

preaches love... 

57. A.W. Pink—"The  light of the sun is always the same, but it shines brightest at noon. The Cross of Christ 

was the noontide of everlasting love. There were many bright manifestations of the same love before; but 

they were like the light of the morning that shines more and more unto the perfect day; and that perfect 

day was when Christ was on the Cross, and darkness covered all the land..." 

58. Lesson 1—Let us embrace the gospel and especially the cross—by this I mean, let us personally embrace 

the cross... 

59. If the cross is the clearest display of God's character—then look to the cross, and behold, the one true 

God... 

60. If the cross is the greatest display of God's character, then embracing the cross, brings the most glory to 

God... 

61. Let me put this way—God is more glorified in the salvation of sinners, then He is, in their eternal 

damnation... 

62. Let me ask you a question—does God rejoice in His own glorification?—does He delight when His 

character is magnified... 

63. Well, of course He does—and this is why, in part, there is joy in heaven every time a sinner repents from 

his sin... 

64. There is a very true sense in which, every time a sinner is saved God is glorified—salvation brings Him 

glory... 

65. But salvation doesn't merely bring God glory—it brings Him the greatest glory—it glorifies Him the 

most...  

66. Surely, poor sinner, this must be an encouragement for you—this is assurance that He will never turn you 

away... 
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67. Do you want to know what God is like—then look to the cross—there you see His justice, goodness, and 

love... 

68. Look upon Christ as bearing your sins—look upon Him as satisfying God's wrath in your place and in 

your stead... 

69. Remember, it's on that cross that Christ's love for sinners is most clearly known—He is loving you to 

death...  

70. Lesson 2—Let us study the gospel and especially the cross—we should study what most fully glorifies 

God... 

71. Let me ask you this question—how important is it, for you and I, to have an accurate and growing 

understanding of God's character... 

72. My Christians friends, let us go to creation and learn about God—for there we behold His wisdom and 

power... 

73. But let especially go the cross, for there we behold His wisdom, power, justice, mercy, grace, truth, and 

love...   

74. Let me illustrate—let's say you were engaged to be married, and for whatever reason, were forced to be 

separated... 

75. Your fiancée sends you several pictures to remind you of them—some of the pictures only partially 

portray them (and others are blurry)... 

76. And yet, there are other pictures that are full and clear—while they all are useful, surely the clearer ones 

should be looked at the most... 

77. Well, this is similar to the various pictures we have of God—we have a partial picture of Him in creation, 

and a full picture of Him in redemption... 

78. And thus, the clearest of all pictures, is the cross—for it's there that we behold all of His attributes the 

clearest...  

79. Dear Christians, let me suggest you do this—everyday stand beneath the cross and behold that glorious 

scene... 

80. Those who know God more clearly, love His more, fear Him more, worship Him better, and serve Him 

more faithfully... 

81. Lesson 3—Let us proclaim the gospel and especially the cross—this is the very heart of the church's 

message...   

82. If God is most glorified in His Son and His cross, then let us tell the entire world about them—let us make 

them known... 

83. 1Cor.2:2—"For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified" 

Gal.6:14—"But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ..." 

84. Hymn—"Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, has a wondrous attraction for me; for the 

dear Lamb of God left His glory above to bear it to dark Calvary..." 

 

II.  A New Commandment—vv33-35 

 

1. Our Savior reminds His eleven disciples, that He is leaving them—His glorification will include His 

departure... 

2. V33—"Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 

Where I am doing, you cannot come, so now I say to you..."  

3. The first thing we here see is our Savior's tender love for His disciples—He refers to them as "little 

children..." 

4. He was about to leave them, as He would soon return to heaven—He would remain with them a little 

longer... 

5. Remember, our Savior has spent the previous 3 1/2 yrs with them—and now He was returning to His 

Father...   

6. As our Savior was leaving them, He left them with a "new commandment"—simply put, they were to love 

one another... 

7. He would no longer be with them, bodily, and thus, they would be all the more dependant upon each 

other... 
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8. Yes, He would send them His Spirit as another Helper—but these 11 men would now be without His 

bodily presence... 

9. As a result, they would be left with a large void—and what was to replace that void?—tangible love for 

one another... 

10. Thus—in the time we have left, I want to look at this command of love under three headings—its meaning, 

newness, and importance... 

11. [1] Its meaning—here I want to remind you, very briefly, that it's not easy to provide a precise definition 

of love...  

12. Thus, at the risk of being overly simplistic, I think our Savior has already illustrated what He means by 

love... 

13. That is, back in v5, when He exhorted His disciples to wash each others feet—this was an act of supreme 

love... 

14. Thus, to put it simply, by love is meant—selfless giving of all that we are and have, for the good of 

others... 

15. Yes, it entails giving of our possessions, but it also includes, giving of our time and giving of our hearts 

and lives... 

16. In short—it's sacrificially giving our everything, for the advancement of others, even though they don't 

deserve it...  

17. It's viewing others as more important than ourselves, it's no longer looking out for our own needs and 

rights (in short, it's placing the needs of others before our own)... 

18. This necessarily means, we will foster friendships with those God has providentially put together in local 

Churches... 

19. I would hope to think this goes without saying—how can we love one another, if we don't know one 

another... 

20. And yet, I me thinks I hear an objection—there isn't anyone in this church exactly like me (in age and 

preference)... 

21. And my response to that potential objection is very simple—SO WHAT—that actually has little to do with 

it... 

22. Our Savior commands us to love one another, and surely that meant for these men, that they love each 

other... 

23. John wasn't free to say—Me and Thomas just don't get along—there isn't anything that really binds us 

together...  

24. [2] Its newness, v34—"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another..." 

25. Let me just say—that by a "new commandment" our Savior is anticipating the beginning of a new 

covenant... 

26. With a new covenant comes a new commandment—and yet, let us be clear here, love is actually an old 

commandment... 

27. Lev.19:18—"You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself"—the command to love is a very old 

command... 

28. And yet, here we learn there's a newness attached to this old commandment—but what is new about loving 

one another...  

29. [a] A new extent—that is, the NC community is comprised of redeemed sinners from every tribe and 

tongue...  

30. I really fear that most of us fail to grasp the unique and radical nature of the NC, in uniting Jews and 

Gentiles... 

31. It's relatively easy to love people who look and act like you, but another thing to love those from different 

cultures...  

32. Our speaks of a new commandment because He was about to establish a new covenant made of Jew and 

Gentile... 

33. My friends, what a wonderful thought—the Church is to be a place where various kinds of people love 

each other... 

34. Jew and Gentile, black and white, rich and poor, educated and uneducated, male and female, young and 

old... 
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35. You know, we've known recently in our own country, increased racial tension, largely between black and 

white... 

36. But do you know what only can truly bring us all together?—the NC—which is rooted in the blood of 

Christ...  

37. It's through the blood of His cross, that Christ would create a NC, wherein every member would love one 

another... 

38. [b] A new energy—that is, the NC community is energized by the Holy Spirit as He was given on the Day 

of Pentecost... 

39. Now, this of course does not imply that the Holy Spirit wasn't in the OC, and that He did not empower OC 

saints... 

40. But it does affirm, that when the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, He brought with Him a new and clearer 

revelation... 

41. It's not that the Spirit works in hearts differently in the NC, but He does work with a fuller revelation about 

Christ and Himself (Jn.7:39)...  

42. [c] A new example—that is, the NC community now has the perfect example of Christ to imitate and 

motivate...  

43. I personally think, this is largely what our Savior meant by "new"—the NC now has a perfect example to 

follow... 

44. Christ not only gives this new commandment, but He also perfectly fulfills it, leaving us with a perfect 

example...  

45. V34—"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another..." 

46. Put another way—Christ is not only the Lawgiver, but Law-fulfiller, and thus He commands His NC 

people to love one another as He has loved them... 

47. [3] Its importance, v35—"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another..." 

48. That is, because love so characterized Christ Himself, it clearly identified every person who was His 

disciple... 

49. Now, of course this in no way lessons the importance of other things—for example, theological knowledge 

and boldness... 

50. These two characterized our Savior's ministry—in addition holiness obviously characterized His entire 

ministry... 

51. But, I find it interesting that our Savior focuses on the grace of love, as an evident characteristic of His 

disciples... 

52. How is the world going to know that we are Christian (followers of Christ)—what distinctly marks us as 

His... 

53. How many puritan volumes we have read—how much theology we know—how strict we are in certain 

areas... 

54. Or perhaps, the world will know we are His disciples if we home-school, wear long dresses, and isolate 

ourselves...     

55. Don't get me wrong some of those things are very good and helpful—but none of them are of the essence 

of true religion... 

56. What is it that will evidently and obviously set us apart from this world, and will mark us as Christian 

people... 

57. Our Savior tells us—LOVE—"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another..." 

58. Selfless, humble, servitude—this is what distinguishes us from this world, and makes clear we are His 

disciples... 

 

 

 


