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Romans 11:33-36 

 

TULIP – Theology & Doxology 

Introduction: 
 
     Sunday evening we saw in our message the 5 Solas’. We saw theology and doxology all 
compressed into the teaching of the Reformation.  

Sola Scriptura, by Scripture alone. 
Sola Gratia, by grace alone. 
Sola Fide, by faith alone. 
Solus Christus, through Christ alone. 
Soli Deo Gloria, glory to God alone. 
 
     These five truths all linked together in the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
see the plan and the provision all pointing to the purpose for the glory of God Alone! 
Scripture alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone; are all theological 
principles that leads to the Purpose. Good theology leads to good doxology. For the Glory of 
God Alone. 

     So in the first four we have theology, in the last we doxology. In the first four we have the 
study of God. In the last we have the Worship of God. The same is the case with the TULIP: 
This is the core of Reformed Theology because it supports the absolute Sovereignty of God. 
John Calvin did not invent these doctrines, but they are contained within this blessed book.  

     These are commonly referred to as the Doctrines of Grace. The first four being theology 
with the last one as well, but it is also doxology. Displaying and showing the Glory of God 
through the perseverance and the preservation of His Elect. Moving into our series of 
meeting next week, I thought it would be good to go over and review the TULIP: these five 
points were the five doctrines that were the core of the controversy and debate, these five 
core theological issues became known in subsequent generations as the “five points of 
Calvinism.”  

     They are now known through the very popular acrostic TULIP, which is a clever way to 
sum up the five articles that were in dispute. The five points hold to the complete to total 
Sovereignty of God, in that He is in supreme control of all things including all aspects of the 
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fallen, sinful man’s salvation from start to finish. The TULIP overviews, five key doctrines of 
the Christian Faith that points to the chief end of mankind, to Glory God and to enjoy Him 
forever. It begins with the; T. 

T – Total Depravity: 

     Total Depravity is the teaching that mankind is completely touched by sin in all that he 
is, a sinner by nature, by birth and choice. Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, 
emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We are not as 
sinful as we could be, but man is completely affected by sin in everything and every part of 
what he is.  

     Is it only the teachings of John Calvin? No my friend this is a biblical doctrine taught in 
the Scripture and even by our Lord Jesus Himself.  

Genesis 8:21  

21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse 
the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; 
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

     As early as Genesis, the record of man’s depravity is recorded.  

Psalm 51:5 

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

     The oldest book in the Bible tells us a few things of our state: 

Job 14:1-2 

1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not. 

Job 25:4 

4 How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? 

     What has Jeremiah the prophet told us of man’s condition? 
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Jeremiah 13:23 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that 
are accustomed to do evil.  

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

Mark 7:21-23  

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders,  

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness:  

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

     Jesus said in the Gospel of John that this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. Friends the 
bottom line up front is that man is sick, his heart is evil, he loves darkness rather than light, 
and he is totally depraved. And within the power of his own freewill he will chose darkness 
rather than light because of this depraved, fallen state he is in. The Apostle Paul speaks of 
man’s depravity and inability, as he writes in Romans. 

Romans 3:10-12  

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one.  

     Man is alone, without God in a state of total depravity. There is none righteous, no not 
one; he cannot understand and he does not seek for God. There is not even one that doeth 
good. Jesus gave us these three clear truths just in the Gospel of John alone. 

1. Man is destined to perish eternally. – You will die in your sins. 

2. Man is living under the wrath of God. – And the wrath of God abideth on him.  
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3. Man is condemned. – He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

This is the depravity and total inability of mankind: “But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 

U – Unconditional Election:  

     First, what is election? Election is the act of God’s sovereign will where before the 
creation of the world he chooses an individual or group of people to accomplish a purpose.  
Therefore, election designates being chosen for a purpose. Unconditional in the sense there 
was no reason within us before hand for that Sovereign choice. 

Quote: "This understanding of election has traditionally been called "unconditional election." 
It is "unconditional" because it is not conditioned upon anything that God sees in us that 
makes us worthy of his choosing us." (Grudem, Wayne A. (2009-05-18). Systematic 
Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Entender) (p. 679). Zondervan. Kindle 
Edition. 

     Yes Calvin taught the systematic view of unconditional election; however he derived his 
teachings from the Scripture. Basically my friend the election is over; God’s Sovereign 
choice has been made. Not according to any foreseen merit, work or worth: 

Romans 9:11-16  

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose 
of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 15 For he saith to 
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion.  

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  
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     It is God’s Sovereign choice in Electing love, according to the kind intentions of His own 
will. And He does all things according to the counsel of His own Will.  

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.                         

Spurgeon writes concerning Unconditional Election: 

“But there seems to be, an inveterate prejudice in the human mind against this doctrine. And 
although most other doctrines will be received by professing Christians; some with caution 
others with pleasure yet this one seems to be most frequently disregarded and disguarded. 

In many of our Pulpits it would be reckoned a high sin and treason to preach a sermon upon 
election because they could not make it what they call “a practical discourse.”  I believe that 
they have errored from the truth therein, whatever God has revealed, He has revealed for a 
purpose.  

There is nothing in Scripture which may not under the influence of God’s Spirit be turned into 
a practical discourse. For all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
some purpose of spiritual usefulness.  

It is true, this may not be turned into a freewill discourse, for that we know right well. But it 
can be turned into a practical free grace discourse, and free grace practice is the best practice 
when the true doctrines of God’s immutable love are brought to bear upon the hearts of saints 
and sinners.” 

C. H. Spurgeon – 1855 

     The Bible is meant to reveal the Glory of God, not the glory of Man, and in divine 
Sovereign Election God gets all the glory.  

Psalm 65:4 

4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may 
dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple.  
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Psalm 110:3 

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, 

 

L – Limited Atonement: 

     Limited atonement or better referred to as Particular Redemption, in the most 
commonly rejected of the five. This doctrine is chiefly concerned about the original purpose 
and plan of God in sending the LORD Jesus Christ into the world to die on the cross.  It was 
an act that did more than rip a vial and makes a way for people to be saved. But the 
substitutionary work of Christ as the Sacrifice redeemed unto Himself a people chosen in 
Him from the foundation of the world.  

     That sin was punished and taken out of the way, never to be punished again.  Because 
there was a purpose in the work of the cross. This is why Jesus was able to declare, “it is 
finished.” Paid in full! Understanding what Christ did at the Cross is vital to understanding 
the doctrine of limited atonement.  

Colossians 2:13-14  

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  

     If all our trespasses, all the handwriting of ordinances was taken out of the way and 
nailed to His cross, and it was. Then that means all the sin that was nailed to His cross can 
never nor will ever be brought against us again. This is why the Apostle Paul says in 
Romans 8:33 “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.”  

     All the sin that Christ died for – was punished never ever again to be punished. 

Isaiah 53:8 - He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken.  

Isaiah 53:11 -  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  
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Isaiah 53:12 - Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered 
with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.  

Matthew 1:21 - And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.  

Mark 10:45 - For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. 

Mark 14-24 - And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many. 

John 6:65 - And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto him of my Father.  

John 10:14-15 -  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  

     I think our Lord’s words sums up this doctrine best in John 17 of His High Priestly 
Prayer: 

John 17:9-10  

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are 
thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

     This is a hard saying, who can hear it? My friend I can tell you on the authority of God’s 
Word. That Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God accomplished redemption for His elect, 
His atoning work was particular and it was effectual.  

 

I – Irresistible Grace: 

     Irresistible Grace is the Reformed doctrine that states that when God calls His elect into 
salvation that they cannot resist. God offers to all people a general call, or sometimes 
referred to as the external call. But to the elect God extends an internal call, and it cannot be 
resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works in the hearts and minds of the elect to 
bring them to repentance and faith by the power of regeneration, this is called the new 
birth; whereby they willingly and freely come to God. Does the Bible teach such a doctrine? 
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John 1:11-13 

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Romans 9:16 - So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy.  

 

John 6-37-39 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

     When a man is born from above – God’s grace is irresistible and it will accomplish that 
which God has foreordained.  

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified” (Romans 8:29-30). 

These first four: 

T – Total Depravity: 
U – Unconditional Election: 
L – Limited Atonement: 
I – Irresistible Grace: 
 
     This is theology – leading us up to the last point which is Doxology.  
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P – Perseverance of the Saints: 
 
     Sometimes called Preservation of the Saints, more commonly known basically as Eternal 
Security. Perseverance of the saints is the teaching that the work of God the Holy Spirit will 
never cease in the Christian, that all who are truly regenerated will never stop believing 
and trusting in Christ, that they will never lose their salvation, and that they will persevere 
to the end because God has promised to never leave them or forsake them (Hebrews 13:5). 

     The truth of this doctrine is indeed doxology – because through the perseverance of the 
Saints, God is honored, worshiped and it brings glory to Him, His plan, His provision, and 
His purpose.  

Romans 11:33-36 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 35 Or who hath 
first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

 


