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It has been said that this moment, this place in time, is the most holy sacred moment of 
the week. We have planned, we have prepared, we have arrived, we have lifted our 
voices in praise, we have declared to the Lord not only what he has done but what we 
desire him to do in our life, and it is at this moment that we pause at this holy moment, 
having prepared ourselves to hear what God would say to us, and it's right at that moment
before he speaks to us through his word, this is a special time. This is a holy moment, as 
all that has gone into preparation to this point comes to that conjecture where we hear 
directly from the throne room of God. In just a moment, we're going to open the word of 
God, we are going to hear what he says to us and so this is a holy, sacred time. Let's pray 
as we prepare to hear from him.

Lord, this morning we are in absolute awe that you would desire to communicate with us 
at all. Lord, in light of what we as humanity as a whole and us as individuals, the things 
we have done, the words we have spoken, the thoughts we've had, that you would be 
willing to extend grace and mercy and love and compassion and forgiveness and 
reconciliation and restoration. That is a marvelous thing in our eyes and so, Lord, we 
come acknowledging our frailty, acknowledging our helplessness, yet realizing your love 
for us. Lord, help us to hear, help us to see, not what we want to hear or what we want to
see, but what you have for us in this moment. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 4. In just
a moment, we are going to be in 1 John 4:7-21, 14 verses of Scripture. Now, as we go to 
these verses, as we read them, as we study them, as we learn from them, this is one of 
those what I like to call spiritual 2 x 4 passages. Now, maybe you're not like me, maybe 
you're not stubborn and hardheaded, in fact, I assume today I'm probably talking to 
people who all you do is exactly what God asked you to do any time he asked you to do 
it, but some of us are stubborn. Some of us are kind of hardheaded. Some of us struggle 
with what God would have for our lives and this is one of those 2 x 4 passages because 
occasionally in my life it's as if God has to reach out of heaven with a figurative 2 x 4 and
he has to pop me over the head to show me what I need to learn and need to know. The 
reason I call this one of those spiritual 2 x 4 passages is that in just a moment we're going
to see something that I think is incredible. In fact, I'm willing to be proven wrong but I do
not know of another passage of scripture in the Bible that is as saturated with a single 
subject matter and a word that is used than this passage. In 14 verses, the word "love" is 
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going to be used 27 times; almost 2 times per verse, the Lord is communicating to us, 
defining for us, showing us, what this thing known as love is. In a world in which years 
ago the Beatles told us all we need is love, the Lord is showing us we may not understand
what love really is and so 27 times he communicates to us using this word in 14 verses. 
Maybe just maybe God is trying to communicate something to us that we desperately 
need to hear this morning.

1 John 4, beginning in verse 7, it says,

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 12 No man hath seen 
God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 
is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 Whosoever 
shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear 
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We love him, because he first 
loved us. 20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him, 
That he who loveth God love his brother also. 

I think, I think just maybe God is trying to get something across to us this morning, 27 
times in 14 verses he talks about this concept, this idea known as love, yet you and I 
would have to admit today that we live in a world that has so mis-defined, misaligned and
misunderstood what true, biblical, God-centered love is. Today we have the privilege of 
discovering what does it really look like. 

So I want to begin by asking a simple question: what does love look like? How is it 
displayed? How can we know if we are actually doing and living and seeing love as God 
meant it to be rather than what the world communicates it to be? Well, the first thing we 
need to understand, that love is an action. Notice what it says in verse 9, "In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might have life through him." Now, that is an action. When it says that
he sent his Son, he sent Jesus Christ into the world, that is an action, not just an attitude 
or a concept. He actually did something on our behalf as an extension of his love for us.
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Now, one of the most popular and most prolific studies of recent days in regards to this 
idea of love is one you may or may not be familiar with, it's called the five love 
languages and it's used oftentimes with marriages and couples and even communities of 
faith, and the individuals that put that together, one of the things that they disclose, one of
the things they describe is that humanity tends to either give or receive love in one of five
different manners. Some individuals are very verbal. They communicate. They express 
their love with words. Other individuals like to do things on somebody's behalf. It's called
an act of service. Some individuals love by touch. It's a hug, a handshake, a pat on the 
back, just letting somebody know there is somebody not just with them but close by. For 
other individuals, it's what we call quality time. No words necessary, no actions needed, 
just being in their presence for an extended amount of time. And for others, it's a gift. It's 
a present. It's an object having been researched and thought about and given to the other 
person.

Now, in all of those five concepts, one thing we discover is a common denominator, they 
are all action. Every single one of them. It is an action to communicate somebody the 
words of affection. It is an action to do something on somebody's behalf. It is an action to
touch or to hug somebody and let them know that you care and you love about them. It is 
an action just spending quality time. Some of you may be thinking, "That doesn't sound 
like action. How is sitting with somebody without words without doing anything, how is 
that an action?" But let me share with you the truth behind these concepts: most 
marriages, most families, most individuals, do not necessarily love the same as others. In 
fact, if you haven't figured it out, I'm a verbal person. I like words and I use lots of them. 
However, almost 21 years ago the Lord blessed me with a wife whose quality time, she 
doesn't want words all the time. She doesn't want to be going and doing all the time. 
Sometimes she just wants me sitting there and I'm here to testify as someone who likes to
talk and do, sitting in silence is an action because it's hard being quiet. It's hard being 
still. That is an act of love and, of course, we know, giving a gift, that is an act. Why is 
that so critical? Because in a world that loves to talk about love, we understand that love 
is an action. It says "that God sent his only begotten Son."

But love isn't just merely an action, in fact, what we see in this next verse is something 
completely contrary to what the world teaches and preaches. We find out that love is 
accountability. Look in verse 10, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." Now, I know that's a big 
fancy theological word but what it simply means is one who bears the punishment of, one
who bears the results of, one who is willing to take the consequences. Why is that so 
critical to our understanding of biblical love today is we live in a world, in a culture, that 
says if you love somebody, you just accept them. You just allow them to be. Who are we 
to make a call? Who are we to make a determination or a decision? We have been told 
that love is arms open wide, Kumbaya, everybody's just happy, but not according to this 
verse. If Jesus is the propitiation for our sins, then our sins must be accounted for. If he 
has to bear the burden of our sins, then they're not merely just overlooked, they must be 
accounted for. In fact, the world we live in today typically overlooks the obedient and 
rewards the rebellious. 
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One of the phrases that we use oftentimes to describe our current culture is a helicopter 
culture, or many of you may be familiar with the term helicopter parents. A few days ago 
I used this expression in front of my children about helicopter parents and one of my 
children said, "Dad, is that really rich people, they have helicopters?" No, no, that's not 
what that means. A helicopter parent or a helicopter culture is one that when somebody 
does wrong, when somebody is in sin, when somebody makes a bad decision, rather than 
allowing them to suffer the consequences, rather than allowing them to face the 
consequences, they hover over them, they pull them out of the situation so that there are 
no repercussions, there are no residual effects, all in the name of love. "I love them so 
much, I'm not willing to suffer the consequences of their ill behavior or their bad 
decisions." That may be the world's definition but that is completely contrary to God's 
definition. Why does it say Jesus is the propitiation of our sins? Why? Because he does 
not dismiss, he does not overlook, he does not say, "Well, it's not that big a deal." It had 
to be accounted for and one of the struggles and the problems in our culture today is we 
think that if we just overlook it, dismiss it, or pull somebody out of it, that's an expression
of love. Not according to 1 John 4. 1 John 4 is that here we discover that love is that Jesus
not only came on our behalf but held us accountable for our sin. Now, thankfully he was 
capable and willing to pay the price but accountability had to take place.

And there is a third quality of what this love is described in. In fact, we see it in verse 14 
where it says that Jesus came to be the Savior for all. It's accessibility. You see, not only 
did Jesus come on our behalf, not only is he the propitiation, taking the consequences and
the burden of our sin, but it says in that verse he is the Savior for all the world. Here's 
what I find so intriguing about that statement: we are being told in our culture today that 
if you believe the Bible, if you believe in Jesus who said he was the way, the truth and 
the life, and no one comes to the Father by him, if we believe that Jesus is the only means
of forgiveness, that salvation only comes through him, that the Bible is true and anything 
contrary to it is false, we are being told that we are communicating a bigoted, hateful, 
exclusive language; that we are the ones leaving people out, we are the ones that are 
narrowing the road, we have become the ones who have been labeled unloving because 
we claim that Jesus is the only means of salvation; we are the unloving ones because God
does call some behaviors and some mannerisms sinful and somehow we are unloving. 

Let me ask you: who is the hateful one? Because in verse 14 it says Jesus is the Savior for
all. Not just some. Not just the ones that we enjoy or the ones that look like us. It says 
that Jesus is the Savior for all. That's not language of hate, that's language of love. God is 
saying, "I so loved the world, I gave my only begotten Son," listen, "that whosoever," not
just this opinion or that opinion or this perspective or that. And what the world says is 
that if you want to express love, that everybody's just got to be in agreement with 
everybody else, but according to this passage, Jesus is the Savior of the world. Listen, the
entire world has fallen into sin, the entire world has rebelled against God, and the entire 
world is able to be forgiven and saved. That's the biblical picture of love. It is action, it is 
accountability and it is accessibility to any and all who according to Romans 10:13 would
call on the name of the Lord.
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Now the question is this: how is that lived out in our life? How does that translate into 
our livelihood? How does that translate into our family? How does that translate into our 
job, at school or whatever that may be? Well, the first thing we've got to realize is there 
must be an indwelling. Notice verse 15, "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, God dwells in him, and he in God." Now, the statement that I'm about to make is 
going to sound very political in nature but it is not political at all. The only person, the 
only group of people, the only entity that is truly capable of loving are the people and the 
believers in and the church of Jesus Christ. That's it. Everybody else says they love, 
everybody else claims they love but according to this passage of Scripture, if Jesus Christ
does not reside in you, if you are not born again, if you are not saved, you truly do not 
have the capacity to love.

Over the years I've had individuals, I've had small groups, I've had entire communities 
that have called upon me and said, "We're having problems. We're having difficulties. 
We can't get on the same page. There is a struggle here. Will you mediate? Will you 
arbitrate? Will you go-between on our behalf?" I say, "I'll be glad to as long as Jesus is 
the forefront of the conversation." Do you know how many times people say, "Well, 
we're not interested in you being a part of the process"? Why? Because down deep all 
they want is the other person to either agreed to or be converted to their agenda or their 
position. That's not love. Love is God dwelling within us through the person of Jesus 
Christ and being at the center and the focus of everything that happens in our life. 

There must be an indwelling and then what we notice in verse 17 is it must be intentional.
It says, "Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment." Now, the Bible says in Hebrews 9:27 we must all die and face the judgment, 
however the Bible also describes to us what we call two major "final judgments." Work 
with me just a moment. Revelation 20, beginning in verse 10 says: I saw a throne and the 
Lord seated thereon, and I saw all of the dead stand before God, the great and the small, 
the free and the bond, those that were wealthy, those that were not wealthy, those that 
were powerful, those that were not powerful, and it said the books of works were opened 
up and they were judged every man according to their works, and it says they were sent 
to a place the Bible calls the lake of fire or the second death. That passage of Scripture 
we have in Revelation 20 describes the fate, describes the eternity, describes the 
consequence and the result of those who deny the Lord Jesus Christ and reject his 
salvation offer. However for those of us who have believed on Jesus, those of us who the 
Bible calls saved, though we are not subject to that judgment, though we don't present 
ourselves at that time, the Bible states in 1 Corinthians 3, 2 Corinthians 10, Romans 14 
and other passages, that we have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ one day. 
Here's what that means: there is going to come a day for those of you who believe in 
Jesus, you're going to stand face-to-face with the one who went to the cross on your 
behalf, you're going to stand face-to-face and give an account of whether it be good or 
bad, and the Bible says we can either present gold, silver or jewels, or wood, hay and 
stubble. It's our decision. It's up to us.

Now, this verse says that we can have boldness in the day of judgment. What that means 
is if we have loved as God says we should love, we can have boldness. Here's the 
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problem: love is an action that holds people accountable for their misbehavior and their 
sin so if we don't deal with it, if we don't address it, if we don't have a conversation and 
just say, "It's going to be okay. Let's just get over it." Guess what's going to happen? No 
boldness in that day. Why? Because it says we did not love as he loved.

I'm going to give you a challenge today. Go back and read Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
read all the Gospels and find any place where Jesus ignored or dismissed sin. Find any 
place. In fact, what we discover is that Jesus dealt with sin in any place it was found. Let 
me give you some examples. There was a woman that was caught in adultery. What did 
Jesus say? "Well, you know, you grew up in a hard life, it was a rough home, you're on 
the wrong side of the tracks, I understand people like you do these things, it happens." 
What did he say? He said, "Where are your accusers? I don't find them. Go and sin no 
more." How about Zacchaeus? He had been stealing and cheating people his entire life. 
Jesus calls him down from the tree. They go and have dinner together. Did Jesus say, "Do
you know what? I understand. When you were in elementary school, you were bullied. 
You were. You were bullied by those big guys and you were picked last every time they 
played dodgeball. I completely understand why you would cheat somebody." What did 
Jesus say? He said, "Have you stolen?" He said, "I have." And then he promised to repay 
four times what he stole and Jesus said there in Luke 19, he said, "Salvation has come to 
this home for he," Jesus, "came to seek and to save that which was lost." How about one 
of my personal favorites, Nicodemus? He grew up in a religious home, a political home. 
Did Jesus come to him and say, "Do you know what? Your whole life you've heard and 
believed the wrong thing and that's okay. That's just how you were brought up. I'm going 
to overlook this one." No, he didn't. He said, "Nicodemus, you may be a master of Israel, 
you may be a leading theologian but you must be born again." What we understand here 
is the intentionality here that one day we're going to stand before God and the question is 
going to be did we love as he loved? Which means he never dismissed sin, he never 
ignored it, he always dealt with it.

Which leads to the last aspect of how we live it out, it's called imitation. Notice what it 
says there in verse 17, "boldness in the day of judgment: because," we should be, "as he 
is." You know, a lot of people think that this term or this idea or this word called 
Christian has always been around when, believe it or not, as the church got started in the 
early part of the book of Acts, particularly Acts 2, we were not called Christians, in fact 
what we were oftentimes called were people of the way. Why? Because Jesus said he was
the way, the truth, the life, no one comes to the Father but by him. When a man by the 
name of Saul who would one day become Paul was on the road to Damascus to eliminate,
eradicate and to kill Christians, he said in Acts 9 he was going after people of the way. It 
was two chapters later in Acts 11 at a place known as Antioch which, by the way, was the
center of orthodoxy, that's where we understood all that the Bible said Jesus would be 
and his, it was there in Antioch where the lost world, the pagans, the heathens said, "Hey,
those guys are Christians." We were called Christians, pastors didn't get together, 
denominations didn't get together, people didn't get together and say, "Oh, I think 
Christian, that's a good word for us." The world said, "They look just like Jesus. They act 
just like Jesus. They talk just like Jesus." And Jesus never dismissed sin. Jesus never said,
"Well, that's just how you identify, that's okay." Jesus never said, "Well, that's just the 
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way you were brought up, I'm going to ignore this one." Jesus always always dealt with 
sin every time it was presented in his life and his ministry.

So the ultimate question becomes, okay, we see what the biblical standard of love is, we 
see how it is supposed to be lived out like Jesus did, so what prevents us for living a life 
of biblical love? Why is it that we gravitate toward a worldly definition, why not a 
biblical definition? I think we see the answer in verse 18, "There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear." There is always an inclination toward fear. Now, 2 Timothy 
1:7 says as a believer in Jesus, "you are not given the spirit of fear but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind." Let me tell you what fear does: fear paralyzes you. That's 
what it does. When you are fearful that something will occur, if you are fearful of 
negative consequences, what happens is you do nothing. So why do we not deal with sin 
in our lives? Why do we not deal with sin in our home? Why do we not deal with sin in 
our communities, in our culture, even our churches? Because we are scared. "What if 
they don't like me anymore? What if they de-friend me on Facebook? What if? What if? 
What if?"

A great Baptist preacher who recently went to be with the Lord made this statement, he 
said, "Real men have enemies." What he meant by that is saying that a man who truly 
stands for the things of God, a woman who truly stands for the things of God, the world is
not all going to sing Kumbaya and give you an award every time you turn around. Why? 
Because Jesus said, "Marvel not if the world hates you, it hated me first." Why do we not 
stand against sin? Why do we not speak up against it? Why do we not hold ourselves and 
others accountable? Because we're scared. We're fearful. "What if they, fill-in-the-blank."

And what happens is that fear, it inclines itself to hate. You know, today we are obsessed 
in this world with hate crimes. This gender versus that gender. This race versus that race. 
This people versus those people. Every time you turn around whether somebody is saying
something verbally or doing an action, we hear about hate crimes. Let me tell you why 
hate crimes occur in our world: it's because people are fearful that those others might 
overtake them. They might possess power. They might have presence. They are so fearful
of the unknown and what they might be that they lash out and they verbalize and they do 
things and we call it a hate crime. Let me tell you about another hate crime that is 
happening in our world today: when we don't address sin, when we don't call it what it is,
when we just say, "I'm just going to ignore this and hopefully it will go away," you're 
committing a hate crime against God. It's a hate crime because he says that perfect love 
casts out fear.

And then later on in verse 20, notice what it says, "If a man say, I love God, and hate his 
brother," in other words, if we say, "Oh, I love the Lord. I'm so in love with the things of 
God," yet we don't exhibit the love that was talked about in this passage toward our 
brother, what does it end up being? A life of lies. You see, fear breeds into hate and hate 
breeds into a life of lies and what we become is we become a person, we become a 
family, we become a church, we become a community, we become a culture, we become 
a world who says all the right things and presents itself in the right light but inward it's 
just a bunch of lies. And we find out that if we don't act out in love and if we are not 
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accountable to the sin in ours and others lives and if we don't allow what we've studied 
today to take place, the Bible says that we are liars because even though we say we love, 
all we're doing is hating our brothers and hating our sisters and hating those that are 
around us because we are not willing to love as God loved us. Aren't you grateful that 
when in our sin God sent his only Son on our behalf? Aren't you grateful that though we 
couldn't do anything to solve our sin problem he was willing to take the punishment 
thereof? And aren't you grateful that when you called out to him he didn't say, "Oh, 
everybody but you. Or I'm only here for those folks and not these."

Just a few hours ago in this room at the end of one of our services, we had an individual 
that came forward at the time of the invitation, this was an individual whose life has been 
in what I might call a death spiral; their life has been in such a position that it's been a 
downward slope. And they came and they confessed and we prayed and we dealt with it 
and here's what this person said and I want to communicate it to you, he said, "I was so 
fearful of what people might say, I was so fearful of the image that people might have of 
me," he said, "I was paralyzed until today because I realized that perfect love casts out 
fear." You don't have to be fearful of anybody around you, you don't have to be fearful of
anybody outside of these walls because one day after you breathe your last breath, you're 
not going to be in front of these folks, you're not going to be in front of me or others, 
you're going to be in front of him and we can have boldness in that day.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed as we prepare for our time of 
invitation. Maybe just maybe you are that person today, maybe you realize for the very 
first time, sure you've been in church hundreds of times or maybe you're the person in 
your here for the very first time, but maybe you're that individual today who realized that 
in all of your strength, in all of your energy, in all of your creativity, all you've been 
doing is living a life of paralysis and fear. I've got great news for you: Jesus Christ loved 
you so much he doesn't want to leave you in sin. He doesn't want to leave you in 
bondage. He doesn't want to leave you in the junk of your life. He came to seek you and 
to save you and deliver you. 

So if you're that person today, here's what I want to encourage you to do: just have a very
serious conversation with God. You don't have to say anything out loud, you don't have 
to use the same words I would use, but maybe your conversation would go a little 
something like this, "God, I just want you to know that I understand what you know 
about me. I'm the problem. I'm the one who has messed up. I am the one who has sinned 
and I believe today that the only one who can forgive me, the only one who can save me, 
the only one who can fix all this mess is Jesus Christ. I believe he loved me so much that 
he was willing to come on my behalf. He was willing to live a sinless life. He was willing
to go to a cruel cross and he was willing to raise from the dead so I could be forgiven and
I can be saved. So God, today I don't know all the answers to all the problems of life but I
do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. I'm asking you to forgive me and 
save me. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

Now with our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed, maybe you're like that person today
who came forward and said, "I need to be saved. I need to be forgiven." Maybe you're 
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like that individual that we've had today who said, "I've been saved for a while but I need 
to be baptized." Or maybe you're like that individual and that family who we've already 
seen on this campus who said, "We are saved, we're baptized, we want to plug in. This is 
our spiritual home." It doesn't matter what the decision is, we're here to celebrate with 
you. We're here to facilitate. We want to welcome you at this time of invitation.

Lord, as we come to this opportunity, help us to see it as an opportunity. You don't want 
us to live a life of fear and a life of paralysis but a life of freedom. Lord, help us to 
understand that at the end of our days the only opinion that really matters is yours. Lord,
help us. Whatever you have spoken into our life today, in our heart, in our mind, may we 
have the privilege of seeing it in our feet. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I want to encourage you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll 
be here at the front.
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