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2 Corinthians 3:6–18 

6   who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of 

the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

7   But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the 

children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his 

countenance, which glory was passing away,  

8   how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?  

9   For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds 

much more in glory.  

10  For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory 

that excels.  

11  For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.  

12  Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech— 

13  unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look 

steadily at the end of what was passing away.  

14  But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the 

reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.  

15  But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.  

16  Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  

17  Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  

18  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

New Covenant and Old Covenant 

2 Corinthians 3:6-18 

 

INTRO: 

 

 In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul reminded us of Jesus words when He took the Cup of 

Redemption of the Passover and made it the cup we drink in the Lord’s Table. “This is 

the New Covenant in my blood, this do as often as you drink it in remembrance 

of Me.” (v.25) In our text in 2 Corinthians 3, we find out a little more of the difference 
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between what God did through the first covenant in the Old Testament and the New 

Covenant in Christ today. 

  I. The Glory of the Old and the Glory of the New (verses 6-11) 

II. How Do We Act Because of the New Covenant? (verses 12-18) 

 

I. The Glory of the Old and the Glory of the New (verses 6-11) 

 

2 Corinthians 3:6–8     “[God] also made us sufficient as ministers of the new 

covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 

life. But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, 

so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 

of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, how will the 

ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?” 

 

A. Verse 6 leads into the discussion of how the old covenant and new covenant 

work in God’s plan. The ministry of the letter is the ministry of the Old Covenant and 

the ministry of the Spirit is the New Covenant. Paul introduces the subject of his 

discussion in one topic sentence which is spread over verses 7-8. Here is his topic 

sentence without the modifying thought.  

vs.7-8    “If the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, . 

. . how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?”  

 

B. The ministry of the Old Covenant was a ministry of the Law which brought death. 

What does this mean? Let me draw your attention to Romans 7:7-11, where Paul 

talks about his own experience with the Law.  

“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would 

not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known 

covetousness unless the law had said, ‘Thou shall not covet.’ But sin, taking 

opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For 

apart from the law sin was dead. I was alive once without the law, but when the 

commandment came, sin revived and I died. And the commandment, which was 

to bring life, I found to bring death. For sin, taking occasion by the 

commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me.” 

 

1. The purpose of the Law was never to save us. It is to show us the glorious 

perfection of our God and the standard we would have to meet if we are to 

fellowship with Him. If we could keep the whole law we could fellowship with a 

holy God. But we cannot. So, the Law was to bring us to the end of ourselves 

and to bring us to God by faith desperate for a salvation we could not earn. 

Desperate for a Savior only He could supply. 

 

2. A second point Paul raised here in Romans 7 is how our sinful nature takes 

advantage of the law to make us sin the more. We are in our natural state not 
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just a little sinful. As soon as God says we can’t have something we want it, and 

if He says we can’t do it, we want to do it. We sin when we are drawn away by 

our own desires and enticed (James 1:14-15). 

 

C. The ministry of the Law was glorious. Paul gave one example in the veil over 

Moses’ face to hide the shine of the glory of God. He did not mention the glory was 

passing away to humiliate Moses but to underline the fact this glory was not 

permanent. The Apostle lays out three statements of support for this assertion.  

 

1. Verse 9 says,  

“For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness 

exceeds much more in glory.”  

The result of these two covenants means the second is more glorious that the 

first. The ministry of the Gospel, by which people are made righteous with a 

righteousness that makes them acceptable to God has to have greater glory. It 

has to demonstrate more of God’s attributes. 

 

2. Verse 10 says,  

“For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the 

glory that excels.”  

The glory of the last covenant is so great it is as if the first covenant wasn’t 

glorious at all. 

 

3. Paul could assert verse 9 and 10 because of verse 11.  

v.11    “For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more 

glorious.”  

That which is temporary cannot be compared with what is permanent. God’s New 

Covenant will never pass away. He will never change His mind about saving us! 

 

II. How Do We Act Because of the New Covenant? 

 

2 Corinthians 3:12-13    “Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great 

boldness of speech. Unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the 

children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away.”  

 

A. Paul concludes that because the New Covenant is far more glorious, therefore, 

he would proclaim the new covenant with boldness of speech. This was in contrast 

to Moses who put the veil over his face to keep the Israelite people from seeing the 

glory of the Old Covenant was passing away. 

 

B. The Israelite people still cannot see the reality of the Law because a veil is over 

their hearts and minds  
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vs.14-15    “But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains 

unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in 

Christ. But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.”  

While Paul described a truth here, he also was telling us what had happened to him. 

He was lost until the Lord Jesus through the Holy Spirit took the blinders off his heart 

and mind.  

 

C. This is how the New Covenant works. First, the Lord Jesus makes us free to 

serve, fellowship with, and follow the true and living God 

vs.16-17    “Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now 

the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  

 

D. Second, under the New Covenant God progressively conforms us into the image 

of His Son. 

v.18    “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by 

the Spirit of the Lord.”  

Unlike the Israelites who cannot see God in His word because their minds are 

hardened and their hearts are veiled, we can see Christ in the mirror of His Word 

and we are transformed by the Spirit of God into His likeness.  

Romans 8:28-29    “And we know that all things work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom 

He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.” 

 

What does this tech us? 

 

1. We are all ministers of the New Covenant. We preach boldly the life giving Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

2. God expects us to grow into the image of His Son as we grow in the Word of God. 

 

3. You may be here and never have put your trust in Christ alone to save you. You 

cannot understand the Bible or God apart from coming to Him by faith. 

 

Hymn  #452  Make Me a Blessing 


