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MAN’S WILL 
(SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 14; James 1:1-18 

INTRODUCTION 

In every area of study it is very important that terms be defined properly or else the possibility 
for confusion is great. 

The subject of man’s will is an excellent example of this. 

Do we believe that man has a free-will? 

The answer depends on how we define and understand this term. 

G. I. Williamson writes that many reject the Reformed Faith because they assume that divine 
sovereignty cancels all true human liberty and responsibility.  

Yet, he states, ironically, no other system of teaching safeguards true human liberty and 
responsibility as does the Reformed Faith.1 

Many people confuse liberty and ability. 

They are clearly not the same but they can be easily confused. 

While we affirm that man’s will is free this must be carefully understood.  

Man is free to do good or evil but this does not mean the men are able to do that which is 
spiritually good.2 

Man’s will cannot be isolated from the nature of his heart. 

We will focus on two main points this morning. 

1) God’s creation of man in His image including a will. 

2) The four states or conditions of man’s will and what these conditions mean. 

The heart of the gospel is not merely justification by faith alone. The heart of the gospel includes 
also the source of faith itself. 

Praise God for His salvation extended to those totally undeserving and incapable of ever 
reaching out to Him. 

Do you recognize your total dependence on God for His work of salvation? 

 

                                                
1 Williamson, 85. 
2 Williamson, 85. 
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1) GOD’S CREATION OF MAN IN HIS IMAGE INCLUDING A WILL. 

Let us consider again the amazing work of God in the creation of man made in His image. 

Please turn to Genesis 1. 

Notice with each day of creation there is the declaration “Let there be something…” 

Verse 26 is similar but instead of God simply calling for the existence of something He declares, 
“Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” 

God’s creation of man in one way is like the creation of everything else, and yet on the other 
hand no other part of creation is made in the image or likeness of God. 

Notice also from verse 22 that God on the fifth day of creation blessed the sea creatures and 
birds saying to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.” 

Should we take this as a command to the birds and sea creatures? 

I don’t think so. It is a blessing. 

We don’t find this same blessing given directly to the land animals that God made. 

However, Adam and Eve are given a blessing and a command in verse 28. Further in verse 29 
they are given instruction related to food. 

I realize that this is review, but I am trying to help us consider the nature of man’s will. 

We turn next to Genesis 2:15-17. 

Consider these verses in light of our subject – man’s will and man’s creation in the image of 
God. 

Since man is made in God’s image, man is able to receive very specific information and 
commands from God and is expected to obey those commands. 

Gen. 2:15   Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
tend and keep it.  16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of 
the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

These verses help us understand how man is made in the image of God and has been given a 
will. 

Man made in God’s image is given a calling to rule over creation and also to obey very specific 
commands. 

And right from the beginning we see the freedom of man to either obey or to disobey. 

Adam was not a robot. 
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He was not forced either to obey or disobey. 

Rather as a moral and holy creature he was given the promise of blessing and a curse for 
disobedience. 

In previous studies we have talked about the Biblical meaning of man’s heart. 

It is helpful to review what we mean by this term. 

What is your heart? 

It has four related and connected parts. 

Mind: your thoughts, plans, judgments, discernment 

Affections: your longings, desire, revulsion, imagination, feelings 

Conscience: your sense of right and wrong, which approves or condemns your mind, will, 
and affections. 

Will: your choices and actions3 

Here is a very important point that we must understand. 

The Bible does speak of man as having a will that is free. This means that man is not forced to 
will that which is contrary to his nature or desire. 

The Bible also clearly shows that your will is directly connected and influenced by the mind, the 
affections, and the conscience. 

A. A. Hodge writes how there are three different views of man’s will. 

1. Man’s choices are caused merely by outward circumstances. This we might call materialistic 
determinism. 

One thing that an unbeliever cannot really explain is the nature of man as a free creature. 

If the world is merely chemicals, then there truly are no such things as choice or love or 
anything like these. 

2. The Arminian view and others have a view of man’s will as possessing a mysterious capacity to 
choose irrespective of the mind, affections, and the state of man’s soul at the time. 

We will speak more about this false view. 

3. Man’s will is your choice to do what you most feel like doing and so is directly tied to the state 
of your mind, affections, and conscience.4 

Listen to two passages which illustrate this. 

                                                
3 The Enemy Within, 38. 
4 A. A. Hodge, 159. Frame, 763. 
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Matt. 12:33   “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad 
and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being 
evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A 
good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 

James 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. 

 

2) THE FOUR STATES OR CONDITIONS OF MAN’S WILL AND WHAT THESE CONDITIONS MEAN. 

There are four different conditions of man that directly affect his heart and therefore man’s will. 

The four states are: innocency, spiritual death, spiritual life, and glory. 

In each of these states man’s will is free.  

But man’s ability definitely changes. The liberty is the same but ability is not identical.5 

What can we say about Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden before their fall? 

Hodge points out wisely that of this state we have no direct experience and consequently very 
imperfect comprehension.6 

Scripture gives us the only window and understanding of this brief condition for man. 

We have already noted some of the relevant passages. 

The Confession summarizes this state by saying, that Adam and Eve before the fall had both the 
freedom and power to will and to do that which was good and well pleasing to God. Yet we see 
from Scripture itself that there was a possibility of disobedience set forth right from the 
beginning. 

The will of man was mutable. 

Eccl. 7:29  Truly, this only I have found: 
 That God made man upright, 
 But they have sought out many schemes.” 

It is the second state of man in sin and spiritual death that is the area of greatest controversy. 

Here we have to be careful in how we speak because it is here that there is the most confusion. 

Does man still have a free will in the state of sin? Like I said before, the answer depends on how 
you define this. 

                                                
5 Williamson, 85. Hodge, 164. 
6 Hodge, 162. 
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If we speak of free will simply as man is not forced or controlled to act in one way or another, 
then yes, we affirm that man is as free before the fall as after. 

If however, we speak of free will as meaning the ability to please God or seek after Him, then we 
would reject such a view. 

In summary we say this. Man in sin is still a free agent. He wills according to his desires. His 
heart by reason of the fall is morally corrupt and spiritually dead. His understanding is spiritual 
blind. His affections are twisted and perverted.7 

Listen to the excellent summary provided by the WCF. 

Man, by his fall into a state of sin, has wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good 
accompanying salvation: so as, a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, 
and dead in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself 
thereunto. 

It should be noted that all of the great confessions coming out of the Reformation are in 
agreement on this basic point. 

And how could they not if they are seeking to follow the clear teaching of God’s Word on this? 

Listen to a few of the key passages on this subject. 

Rom. 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law 
of God, nor indeed can be. 

Col. 2:13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

Eph. 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,  2 in which you 
once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,  3 among whom also we 
all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

1Cor. 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Here is a very interesting thing we can say. 

As Reformed, Bible-believing Christians we have a very lofty view of God’s creation of man, 
made in God’s image. 

Without any contradiction we have a very realistic and negative view of man’s condition as being 
lost in sin. 

                                                
7 Hodge, 162. 
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Adam in innocence was holy and unstable. 

Unregenerate men and women are unholy and stable. 

Unregenerate men and women will never seek after God or do that which is truly spiritually 
good. 

Is is because they have lost the freedom of the will?  

No, it is because the will is connected directly to a depraved heart. 

John 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 
raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all be taught 
by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 

The third condition of man is the state of regeneration and true spiritual life granted by God’s 
sovereign grace and mercy. 

Eph. 2:4   But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us,  5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved),  6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  9 not of works, 
lest anyone should boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

You maybe have heard people say something like this. 

“God gave us a free will because He did not want to force us to love Him.”  

There is some truth to this statement, but these types of statements to me are like fingernails on 
a chalk board. 

God does not force us to love Him. He changes us so that we will love Him. And if He never 
changed our hearts, we would hate Him all of our days. 

Titus 3:3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.  4 But 
when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,  5 not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

The one who has been regenerated by God has a new heart which means now a will that has the 
freedom and ability to please God. 

Our ability, however, as regenerate sinners is not identical to that which Adam originally 
enjoyed even if it was only briefly. 
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Adam for a time was able to do God’s will perfectly. We are not yet able to do God’s will 
perfectly. 

We have not yet been perfected. 

And here we recognize the battle that only a true believer faces. 

Gal. 5:16   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.  18 But if you 
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

There is an element of mystery for the believer. 

We are new creatures in Christ. We have new hearts to delight in God and His truth. 

We have been set free from bondage to sin and to Satan. 

We are still flesh, children of Adam and Eve. 

We must never excuse sin, blame it on others, try to pretend it doesn’t exist. 

We also recognize that God’s grace is greater than our sin. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we are called to live in obedience to God’s clearly revealed 
will. 

Focused on God’s truth we seek to remain joyful and humble. 

The fourth and final state for the believer is the state of glory. 

Just as we have no direct experience with the condition of Adam in the Garden so we have no 
direct experience of this final state when the will of man will be perfect and unchangeable. 

It is not pointless to think about this state of glory. 

1John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure. 

CONCLUSION: 

In December 1525, Martin Luther wrote one of his two most important works – De Servo 
Arbitrio or The Bondage of the Will. 

This work was a thorough and devastating reply to an earlier work by the scholar Erasmus who 
wrote a defense of a false view of man’s will. 
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Towards the end of Luther’s excellent work he writes about the comfort knowing that salvation 
does not depend on man’s will. 

I frankly confess that, for myself, even if it could be, I should not want ‘free-will’ to be 
given me, nor anything to be left in my own hands to enable me to endeavor after 
salvation; not merely because in face of so many dangers, and adversities, and assaults of 
devils, I could not stand my ground and hold fast my ‘free-will’ (for one devil is stronger 
than all men, and on these terms no man could be saved); but because, even were there 
no dangers, adversities, or devils, I should still be forced to labour with no guarantee of 
success, and to beat my fists at the air. If I lived and worked to all eternity, my 
conscience would never reach comfortable certainty as to how much it must do to satisfy 
God. Whatever work I had done, there would still be a nagging doubt as to whether it 
pleased God, or whether He required something more. The experience of all who seek 
righteousness by works proves that; and I learned it well enough myself over a period of 
many years, to my own great hurt. But now that God has taken my salvation out of the 
control of my own will, and put it under the control of His, and promised to save me, not 
according to my working or running, but according to His own grace and mercy, I have 
comfortable certainty that He is faithful and will not lie to me, and that He is also great 
and powerful, so that no devils or opposition can break Him or pluck me from Him. ‘No-
one,’ He says ‘shall pluck them out of my hand, because my Father which gave them me 
is greater than all.’ Thus it is that, if not all, yet some, indeed many, are saved; whereas, 
by the power of ‘free-will’ none at all could be saved, but every one of us would perish. 

Furthermore, I have the comfortable certainty that I please God, not by reason of the 
merit of my works, but by reason of His merciful favour promised to me; so that, if I 
work too little, or badly, He does not impute it to me, but with fatherly compassion 
pardons me and makes me better. This is the glorying of all the saints in their God.8 

Do you recognize your total dependence on God for His work of salvation? 

Praise God for His salvation extended to those totally undeserving and incapable of ever 
reaching out to Him. 

 

 

Benediction –  Ephesians 3:20-21 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

                                                
8 Martin Luther, The Bondage of the Will, 313-314. 


