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Matthew 6:24-34 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. 25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on . Is not the 
life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one 
cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : 29 And yet I say unto you, 
That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if 
God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is , and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no 
thought , saying , What shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed ? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek :) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take 
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
 
Consider the previous lesson: In John 10, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd with these 
qualities: 
 

1. He enters by the door. 
2. The porter opens the door for him. 
3. His sheep hear him. 
4. He calls his sheep by name 
5. He leads his sheep out of the door. 
6. He goes before his sheep. 
7. His sheep know his voice. 
8. His sheep will not follow a stranger. 
9. His sheep will flee from strangers. 

10. His sheep do not know the voice of strangers. 
11. He is the door. 
12. He gives his life for his sheep. 
13. His sheep are saved by him, go in and out by him, and find good pasture by him. 
14. He gives his sheep eternal life. 
15. His sheep are secure in him. 
16. His father gave him the sheep. 
17. His sheep are secure in his father. 

 
Two things are apparent from this discourse: the sheep are able to live their lives as his flock without 
worry about their provision or their security. He has taken care of both. Jesus doesn’t describe a flock 
aimlessly wandering about, starving, bleating, following after anyone else, does he? No, his flock 
knows where they’re going, they are feeding on green pastures, they are quietly resting in the 
presence of their shepherd. 
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Psalm 23 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD for ever . 

 
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
25a Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
 
What is the “therefore” in verse 25 there for? What is Jesus pointing back to before he says “Take 
no thought for your life”? The answer is in verse 24: “No man can serve two masters”. The parallel 
verse is in Luke 16. 
 

Luke 16:13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. 

 
In other words, if you serve God and not mammon, you’re not going to take thought for your life. 
You’re not going to worry about your food, your drink, or your clothes. You’re not going to worry 
about tomorrow. You’re going to stay in the present and enjoy the daily bread you’ve asked for from 
God. Otherwise, if you do worry about your food, drink, clothes, and tomorrow, you are a servant of 
worry, a servant of self, and a servant of money. When you worry about such things, you are an 
idolater.  
 

John Gill on verse 25: “Christ does not forbid labour to maintain, support, and preserve, 
this animal life; nor does he forbid all thought and care about it, but all anxious, 
immoderate, perplexing, and distressing thoughts and cares; such as arise from 
diffidence and unbelief, and tend to despair; which are dishonourable to God, as the 
God of nature and providence, and uncomfortable to men.” 

 
25b Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : 29 
And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is , and to 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  
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Jesus didn’t intend for his flock to live their lives as servants of mammon, but rather as servants of 
God. To prioritize the pursuit of the pasture, the river, the sheepfold over the presence of the 
shepherd is idolatry. To trust that the shepherd will provide is worship in spirit and truth. 
 
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
 
If the one who gave the sheep to the shepherd knows of all of the things that the sheep need, the 
sheep should expect him to provide all of the things that they need to live their lives in confidence and 
comfort. However, the sheep don’t wait around, ignoring the voice of their shepherd, hoping for 
someone to come along with a better offer. No, the sheep take action. The sheep go forth from the 
sheepfold, following their shepherd into a dangerous world. (John 10:3-4) The sheep will die if they 
remain in the sheepfold after the shepherd has led them out. 
 

Matthew 10:16 Behold , I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 

 
How can we, as the sheep of Jesus’ flock, wisely go forth, follow our shepherd, and live to enjoy life 
more abundantly as Jesus promised? (John 10:10).  
 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 
 
The first step in seeking these things is to pray. 
 

Matthew 6:9-13 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 
Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
Jesus’ model prayer asks God only for what he’s committed to provide for the sheep: daily provision 
and protection. It assumes God will provide protect every day. Not weekly, monthly, yearly, provision 
and protection, but daily. Why? 
 
Because God knows what the sheep need even before they ask (but he still commands them to ask). 
 

Matthew 6:8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before ye ask him. 
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Because God doesn’t want the sheep to worry about the future (but he still commands them to 
prepare). 
 
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
 
The second step in seeking these things is to prepare to do God’s will today and tomorrow. 
 
God blesses those that are prepared for his son’s return. 
 

Luke 12:35-38 35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 36 And ye 
yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that 
when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. 37 Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them. 38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and 
find them so, blessed are those servants. 
 

Be prepared with truth. 
 
Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,  
 

Be prepared with the gospel. 
 
Philippians 2:14-16 14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be 
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16 Holding forth the 
word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. 
 

The third step is to commit and submit today and tomorrow unto God’s will. 
 

Commit the works. 
 

Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be 
established. 

 
Submit the plans. 
 

Proverbs 16:9 A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps. 
 
James 4:15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that. 
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The fourth step is to accept the outcome of each day lived within God’s will as a gift from God. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:9-13 9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? 10 I 
have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. 11 He hath 
made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no 
man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 12 I 
know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. 13 
And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the 
gift of God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat 
and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of 
his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 19 Every man also to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and 
to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. 20 For he shall not much remember the days 
of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart. 
 
1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out . 8 And having food and raiment 
let us be therewith content. 
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