
     Returning to Jerusalem, Part I 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 18:1-3            Hymn #81-  A Mighty Fortress  
1st Scripture:  John 15:1-17            Hymn Insert-  Come People of the Risen King 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 19:9-18a           Hymn #37-  God is Our Refuge  

Introduction: 

 David's army has defeated Absalom's army, and Absalom is now dead.  The question 

remaining is, "What does David do now?"  How does he rectify the mess that has been created 

by Absalom and the conspiracy?  What of those who have joined the conspiracy?  Should David 

force his way back, and take vengeance on those who have supported Absalom?  Should he just 

remain in Mahanaim?  What do the people in Israel and Judah do?  How is closure brought to all 

that has transpired in the conspiracy?  Naturally, there are several uncomfortable, loose ends, 

which David must tie, if he is to return to Jerusalem.  

 This morning, we move on to consider the actions taken from both sides of the Jordan 

River, to bring David back to his rightful throne and reign over Israel. 

I.  Returning to Jerusalem 

 Separating himself from probably most monarchs, throughout all of history; clearly 

distinguishing himself from Saul, David wisely remains at Mahanaim, at least for a time, before 

going back to Jerusalem.  In other words, he doesn't so covet his throne and his rights as king, 

that he would carelessly trample back into Jerusalem, irrespective of the damage he might cause 

along the way.  He realizes that he is dealing with a very delicate and sensitive situation, and he 

doesn't want to merely exercise his rights, at the expense of failing to re-secure the trust and 

support of his subjects.  David cared far more about the people; he cared far more about the City 

of God, than he did his own sustaining of the throne.  And so, he waits, seeking to make the right 

moves, at the right times, with as little casualties as possible.  And to that end, he manifests a 

profound act of selflessness, accompanied by a profound trust in God.   

 What then happens?  David's faith and patience pay off.  All of the tribes (less Judah), on 

the other side of the Jordan (in the Promised Land), began to wrestle through and dispute about 
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the present dilemma.  And in doing so, they saw the need to bring David back.  And the general 

argument in favor of bringing David back was, "Look, David has been a good and faithful king.  

He has delivered us from the hand of our enemies, and from the hand of the Philistines (who, 

following the defeat of Saul, captured a significant portion of our land).  David fled because of 

Absalom, whom we anointed over us, but Absalom is now dead.  Let's bring David back to reign 

over us."  And so, they send a message to the king, expressing their desire to bring him back.  

 However, Judah, the very tribe to which David belonged, did not send such a message to 

David.  And their reason for this, would have been obvious.  They were the ones at the center of 

the rebellion and conspiracy against David.  And so, naturally, they were probably afraid that 

David would exact revenge upon them.  And certainly, David could have justified such 

vengeance, since their betrayal was most severe.  However, David does not do this.  In fact, what 

David does is quite amazing; again, showing that he valued the people of God, and the glory of 

God, above his own personal interests.  David isn't thinking vengeance, rather, he is thinking 

restoratively, and for a king to think that way, is profoundly humble, Christ-like, and exemplary 

to the Christian faith. 

 No, David doesn't proudly march back into the land, ready to make heads roll, but rather, 

he sends a message to Zadok and Abiathar the priests (probably through their sons, Ahimaaz and 

Jonathan), asking them to speak to the leaders of Judah, on David's behalf.  He wisely turns to 

the priests, seeking their mediation in the matter.  Listen again then, to the message that he sends 

to the elders of Judah (again, his most prominent betrayers, next to Absalom) in verses 11b-12: 

 "Why are you the last to bring the king back to his house, since the words of all Israel 

have come to the king, to his very house?  You are my brethren, you are my bone and my flesh.  

Why then are you the last to bring back the king?"  And so, here we see, how the king talks 

gently to his people, even though they have shamefully betrayed him.  And in doing this, again, 

he is speaking restoratively.  In essence, he is saying, "Look, everything is okay.  I am not 

seeking vengeance.  You have nothing to fear, for, we are cut from the same cloth.  So, be bold 

and join in supporting my return."  In doing things this way, David disarms and alleviates their 

fears, calling them to peace.  Again, David's words here, reveal a profound and unnatural dignity 
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and humility, coming out of his heart; a heart, very evidently touched by the grace and hand of 

God! 

 And furthermore, recognizing the horrific position that Amasa, his nephew was in, who 

was the very captain of Absalom's army, in the conspiracy against David, David seeks to 

alleviate his fears as well, in a most profound and jaw dropping way.  David could very easily 

have demanded that the elders, at the least, deliver Amasa over to David, so that, he could be 

punished alone, but instead, he does the unthinkable, gaining Amasa's influence and help, in the 

process of restoration as well.  Again, what does all of this say about David's primary concerns?  

Where are his own interests located, on his list of priorities?  Hear then, his words to Amasa (vs. 

13):  

 "And say to Amasa, 'Are you not my bone and my flesh?  God do so to me, and more 

also, if you are not commander of the army before me continually (permanently) in place of 

Joab."   

 "Not only am I not seeking vengeance against you, but I am going to promote you, to be 

the commander of my entire army, as a replacement to Joab!"  Now, obviously, David is fed up 

with Joab at this point, especially after how Joab had just treated and threatened David, but, to 

give that coveted position to a rebel, who led the army, which sought to kill David, in support of 

Absalom, is unthinkable!  But, in doing this, David would truly build a bridge of peace among 

the people of God, and in the big picture, David knew that that was far more preferable than the 

pains, sorrows, shames and hurts, which he had personally suffered, in this entire ordeal. 

 And so, David's humility and self-sacrifice pays off.  Notice, in verse 14, we are told, "So 

he (David) swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, just as the heart of one man, so that they 

sent this word to the king: 'Return, you and all your servants.'"  

 David's kindness, mercy and grace, have won the hearts of his rebellious kinsmen, such 

that they now, in keeping with the rest of the tribes of Israel, call him back to Jerusalem, to reign 

over all Israel.  You will recall that when Absalom had stealthily won the hearts of the people, 

behind David's back, it was evident that David had lost ground, in properly showing an interest 

in his people.  Well here, God uses this great tragedy even, to restore the confidence and hearts of 

the people to David.  His actions here, spoke loudly and clearly.   

�  of �3 6



 And so, David begins to make his journey to Jerusalem, first by traveling south, to the 

opposite side of the Jordan from Gilgal (just north of the Dead Sea), where he will then be 

escorted across, into the Promised Land, and ultimately to Jerusalem.  The people of Judah, in 

fact, travel to Gilgal, to escort and support David, as he makes his way across.  Now, this will 

lead to another controversy, as some, from among the other tribes, take offense at the fact that 

they were not given the opportunity to partake in bringing David back across the Jordan, but we 

will get to that in the upcoming weeks.   

 From here then, David and his household will be ferried across the Jordan, beginning 

with his household.  And even as David has interacted with various men, when he was fleeing 

Jerusalem, we find the same thing happening as he returns.   

 In verse 16, we find that Shimei, the Benjamite from the city of Bahurim, who had 

mocked and cast stones at David, when David was fleeing from Absalom, is one of the first to 

greet and meet David, and that, with an entourage of one thousand Benjamites.  And basically, 

his main goal is to pull his foot out of his mouth, and to seek grace and mercy, after he had 

sinfully taken advantage of David's circumstances, when David was weak and fleeing.  We will 

address this more next time, Lord willing, as the details unfold in verses 18b and following.   

 And finally, Ziba, the servant of King Saul, who was originally to care for 

Mephibosheth's properties, but craftily lied to David, saying that his master had turned against 

David, shows up with his fifteen sons and twenty servants, seeking to kiss up to the king, no 

doubt, realizing that David will soon discover the truth, when he meets Mephibosheth.  We will 

look at this further, when David sees Mephibosheth again, in verses 24 and following.   

 Suffice it to say for now then, that David makes his way back to Jerusalem. 

II.  Concluding Thoughts and Applications 

 Having worked through the text then, brethren, let us now conclude our time by 

considering a few relevant, closing applications, for this morning:  

 1) Notice, brethren, how David, though the king, was willing to forgive the great wrongs 

done him, by his people, for the sake of the bigger picture, of maintaining peace in Israel.  Again, 

the humility here exemplified by David, is absolutely dumb founding.  You see, David's throne 
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was not upper most in his heart, was it?  He was far more concerned for the glory of God, and 

His people.   

 And brethren, to that end, consider the marked contrast between Joab and David here.  

Joab was all about Joab, and if you crossed him in any way, he'd take your head right off.  But 

David, functioned with a restorative mindset.  We spoke about the need to "rebuke one another in 

love," last week.  Well here, see the "restorative motive," that ought to govern how we confront 

one another.  This is really difficult to do, brethren, but as those, like David, who have been the 

recipients of God's amazing grace toward us, in Christ; as those, who wear an alien robe of 

righteousness, freely given us in Christ, because our own righteousness is a filthy rag, we ought 

to be joyfully compelled to think restoratively, at all times.  Can King David, for the sake of 

unity and peace, absorb the weighty wrongs of his rebellious subjects, while we, refuse to 

embrace the lowliness of mind, which is required to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace, here in this body?  Have we forgotten our great offenses toward our eternal God? 

 If laying our very lives down, for the sake of the brethren, is the duty, unto which Christ 

has called us, where do "bearing with one another in love," and "forgiving one another, as God, 

in Christ, has forgiven us," and "esteeming one another as better than ourselves," fall, on the 

scale of self-sacrifice?  Brethren, whose throne is uppermost in your heart?  Is it yours or 

Christ's?  How you handle the offenses, which come upon you, is a good indicator of the truth, 

concerning this matter. 

 2) Finally, let's take this one step further.  Let us see David, as a glorious type of Christ 

here, in how our King, and Lord Jesus Christ handles us, Amasas.  Are we not naturally like 

Amasa?  Have we not, in our state of rebellion, led, as it were, the rebellion against our Lord 

Jesus Christ and His cause?  Have we not contended with Him, seeking to drive Him out of His 

rightful kingdom?  And even when we were ashamed to admit it; when we were undone by the 

reality of our sin, expecting certain judgment, what did Christ do for us, brethren?  Did He not, 

send the messenger of His His Holy Spirit, to declare to us, "You are my bone and my flesh, as it 

were, come and serve Me now?  Come, and not only receive free pardon for your rebellion, but 

reign with me, and conquer my enemies, by my side, with the sword of My Gospel!"  David, not 

only lays aside the punishment, which Amasa deserves, but he intends to promote him, as the 
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leader of his army!  And our Lord Jesus Christ, not only refuses to give us the judgment that we 

deserve, but rather, He promotes us into His army; indeed, into His very family, as His brothers 

and sisters!  And where does all of the judgment go?  He absorbed it, in His own body, on the 

tree, brethren, didn't He? 

 And so, David absorbs the wrongs, and returns to lead His people, a group of former 

traitors and rebels.  And our Lord, absorbs our wrongs, vicariously, determined to return, to lead 

a former group of traitors and rebels, which He now calls His church!  We've got the message, 

the Gospel, and now we longingly await the return of our King; we wait at Gilgal, as it were, 

longing for our King to come and return to Jerusalem!  And as Amasa believed David's promise; 

indeed, David swore by God, to promote Amasa; we stand on the firmer covenant promise of 

God, who has sworn by Himself, to save all, who put their trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ! 

The Gospel!!!  

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Colossians 3:1-4
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