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Jonah 1:1-2 1  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come 
up before me. 

1a  Now the word of the LORD came 

What is the word of the LORD (in the Old Testament)? 

The word of the LORD may be a promise, such as that given to Abram in 
Genesis 15. 

The word of the LORD may be a command, such as that given to Moses in 
Numbers 3. 

The word of the LORD must be revealed, as it was to Samuel in 1 Samuel 3. 

The word of the LORD is recognizable, as it was in Elisha in 2 Kings 3. 

The word of the LORD is spoken first by God, then by the men to whom he 
has revealed it, as it was with Isaiah in Isaiah 39. 

The word of the LORD comes from God, not from men, as it did to Ezekiel 
in Ezekiel 13. 

1b unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 

Who was Jonah? 

2 Kings 14:23-26 23  In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah 
Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and 
reigned forty and one years. 24  And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: 
he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 
25  He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea 
of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he 
spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
which was of Gath–hepher. 26  For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was 
very bitter: for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 27  And 
the LORD said not that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: but he 
saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

From 2 Kings 14 we know that: 1. Jonah was a prophet and a servant of the LORD God 
in Israel. 2. Jonah had heard and proclaimed the word of the LORD to Israel prior to 
this record in the book of Jonah. 3. He came from a place called Gath-hepher. Gath-
hepher is called Galilee today. 

John 7:40-53 40  Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of 
a truth this is the Prophet. 41  Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall 
Christ come out of Galilee? (Continued)  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(John 7:40-53 Continued) 42  Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the 
seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? 43  So there was a 
division among the people because of him. 44  And some of them would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands on him. 45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and 
Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? 46  The officers 
answered, Never man spake like this man. 47  Then answered them the Pharisees, Are 
ye also deceived? 48  Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 49  But 
this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 50  Nicodemus saith unto them, (he 
that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) 51  Doth our law judge any man, before 
it hear him, and know what he doeth? 52  They answered and said unto him, Art thou 
also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 53  
And every man went unto his own house.  

The Jewish people and their leadership were divided over whether Jesus was the Christ, 
or a Prophet of God who would precede the Christ, and also divided in part because they 
held a common belief that there had been no prophet who came out of Galilee. Jesus, 
however, was born in Bethlehem, but was raised in the area of Galilee, so the the people 
and their leadership assumed he had been born in Galilee. Gittah(Gath)-hepher 
(Galilee) is the area of Israel given to the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali. 

Joshua 19:10-16 10  And the third lot came up for the children of Zebulun 
according to their families: and the border of their inheritance was unto Sarid: 11  And 
their border went up toward the sea, and Maralah, and reached to Dabbasheth, and 
reached to the river that is before Jokneam; 12  And turned from Sarid eastward toward 
the sunrising unto the border of Chisloth–tabor, and then goeth out to Daberath, and 
goeth up to Japhia, 13  And from thence passeth on along on the east to Gittah–
hepher, to Ittah–kazin, and goeth out to Remmon–methoar to Neah; 14  And the 
border compasseth it on the north side to Hannathon: and the outgoings thereof are in 
the valley of Jiphthah–el: 15  And Kattath, and Nahallal, and Shimron, and Idalah, and 
Beth–lehem: twelve cities with their villages. 16  This is the inheritance of the 
children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with their villages.  

From Joshua 19, based upon his homeland as given in 2 Kings, we know that the 
prophet Jonah was of the tribe of Zebulun. Galilee was an area of Israel that had been 
given and taken in peace and war. Many nations outside of Israel had been given land 
settled there, so it was often troubled.  

Isaiah 9:1-2 1  Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, 
when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, 
beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 2  The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined.  

Though Galilee was afflicted by God and those that lived therein walked in darkness, 
they would see a great light who was not Jonah, but Jesus the Christ. So here is given 
the first hint of Jonah’s connection to the Christ and that the book of Jonah will describe 
a type of Christ. 
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2a  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

The word of the LORD unto Jonah was in part a command for Jonah to go to a city 
called Nineveh. 

Genesis 10:6-12 6  And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 
7  And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: 
and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. 8  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began 
to be a mighty one in the earth. 9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: 
wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. 10  And the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the 
land of Shinar. 11  Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, 
and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, 12  And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same 
is a great city. 

From Genesis 10, we know that Nineveh was built by Asshur, who came out of Babel, 
which was founded by Nimrod, the son of Cush, the son of Ham, the son of Noah. 

2 Kings 19:36  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at Nineveh.  

From 2 Kings 19, we know that Nineveh was the capitol of Assyria during Jonah’s 
lifetime. 

Nahum 1:1  The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the 
Elkoshite.  

From the book of Nahum, we know that Nineveh would be completely destroyed and 
never reestablished. 

2b and cry against it; 

cry against (Hebrew: qârâ' kaw-raw’): the idea of accosting a person met; to call out 
to (that is properly address by name); bewray that are bidden, call for, forth, upon; cry 
unto; invite; mention; give name; preach; proclaim; pronounce; publish; read; say.  

The word of the LORD unto Jonah was not only to go to Nineveh, but to preach the 
word of the LORD there, to give name to their wickedness, to invite them to repentance. 
The preaching word of the LORD has this as a consistent theme throughout Old 
Testament history: repent of (turn away from) sinfulness to God. Usually, this was 
preached to the Hebrew nation only. It is unusual that Jonah was sent to Nineveh to 
preach. 

Matthew 4:12-17 12  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he 
departed into Galilee; (Continued)  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(Matthew 4:12-17 Continued) 13  And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and 
Nephthalim: 14  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet, saying, 15  The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the 
sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16  The people which sat in darkness saw 
great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

With the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, there came another and 
more prevalent theme in the preaching of the word of the LORD: the gospel (good news) 
of God’s mercy and grace through Jesus Christ to all nations. 

Acts 10:34-43 34  Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons: 35  But in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 36  The word which God sent 
unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of 
all:) 37  That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judæa, and 
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 38  How God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39  And we are 
witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 40  Him God raised up the third day, and shewed 
him openly; 41  Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to 
us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 42  And he 
commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which 
was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 43  To him give all 
the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins. 

Ephesians 2:11-17 11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in 
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in 
the flesh made by hands; 12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world: 13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14  For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, 
so making peace; 16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17  And came and preached peace 
to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.  
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2c for their wickedness is come up before me.  

Isaiah 59:1-13 1  Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2  But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 3  For 
your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have 
spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. 4  None calleth for justice, nor 
any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, 
and bring forth iniquity. 5  They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he 
that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. 6  
Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their 
works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. 7  
Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are 
thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. 8  The way of peace 
they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked 
paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 9  Therefore is judgment far from 
us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for 
brightness, but we walk in darkness. 10  We grope for the wall like the blind, and we 
grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate 
places as dead men. 11  We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for 
judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. 12  For 
our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against 
us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know 
them; 13  In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away 
from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering 
from the heart words of falsehood.  

This is the condition of Nineveh. Without the word of the LORD from Jonah, they are 
condemned by God, without repentance, they are without hope. This is reason that all 
people, of all nations, needed a savior. Our sins have come up before God, and without 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, we have no hope except to die condemned in our sins. 
But Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save. 

Ephesians 1:3-12 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4  According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: 5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6  To 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace; 8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence; 9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10  That in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11  In whom also we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12  That we should be to 
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

Praise God for his mercy and grace through Jesus Christ!
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