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"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see. 

"T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

"Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home." 

Welcome to Princess Chapel Church Sermon Audio site. Chapel Church is located in 
Ashland, Kentucky. Pastor, Brother Douglas Salyer. We truly hope that you receive a 
blessing from these messages, sermons and lessons posted on this site. We would very 
much like to invite you, your family and friends to join us for worship services in our 
sanctuary in Ashland, Kentucky. Our prayers are with you as we request your prayers 
also as we do the work of the ministry, edifying the saints and exalting the Savior to bring 
honor and glory to our sovereign Lord. We thank you very much for joining us today and 
may God richly bless you and yours.

We're going to be back in the first epistle of Peter, chapter 1. I'm going to do my very 
best by the grace of God this morning if it be his will to try to finish these 12 verses. I 
tried to work this down to as small as I can get it without taking a great deal away from it. 
If I cannot finish it this morning, I will just finish it tonight. But I want to do my very best 
today to complete part four of this series on our salvation, the story. Today is the story of 
our salvation. We went over all of this text thus far from verse 1 all the way to verse 9. 
We have seen how verse 1 is the introduction, it's just Peter's salutation and introduction. 
Verses 2 and 3 deal with the source of our salvation, in case you're wondering, elect 
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according to the foreknowledge of God the Father. Verses 4 and 5 deal with the security 
of our salvation, who are kept by the power of God. Verses 6 through 9 deal with the 
sufferings of our salvation, that's the trial of your faith being much more precious than of 
gold that perishes and at the end there, in verse 9, it says, "Receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls." We're going to try to sum all of this up this 
morning with the last few verses of this text for the story of our salvation.

This morning if you are saved, it's all through the mighty amazing grace of God. You 
know that. If you've been born of God, if you've been taught of God, you know that it's 
all through and by him, by his grace. The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:10, he 
said, "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without 
effect." But he said, "No, I worked harder than all of them - yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was in me." Paul said, "I worked harder than all the other apostles. I did more 
than anybody else but it wasn't me, it was the grace of God within me." But I want you to 
notice there what Paul said, he said, "But by the grace of God I am what I am. His grace 
was to me, it was without effect." In other words, if you have received God's grace this 
morning, I want you to know something: it will not be without effect. You will produce 
the fruit of salvation if the grace was given to you by God Almighty. Paul said, "I worked 
harder than all of them." That right there goes to show you that God's grace will produce 
fruit. Jesus told his disciples in John 15:16, he said, "You have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and I have ordained you, that you go forth and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit," what? Might remain? No, he said it "should remain." Why? Because that's the 
effectual grace of God Almighty once you realize this that it's all through and by God's 
grace and you understand your position in Christ. You see, I'm afraid what we've got in a 
lot of churches today, we've got born-again regenerated people of God but they don't 
really know who they are in Christ. They don't know their position in Christ. They don't 
know that they've been saved by grace through faith. They don't know that they've been 
justified. They don't know that they've been passed from death unto life. They don't know 
that they are in the hand of the Savior and he said, "No man can pluck you out." Then he 
said, "By the way, you're in Abba Father's hand too, who is greater than all and no man is 
able to pluck you out of my Father's hand." They don't know that everything that stood in 
offense to them was nailed to his cross. They had been given grace. They'd been given 
liberty. They'd been given freedom. They are dead to the flesh. They are dead to sin. 
They are dead to the law. God does not want you to live your life in fear and bondage 
under that spirit but you;ve been brought into the family of God through and by his grace, 
by the spirit of adoption whereby now you can cry, "Abba Father." You can call God the 
Father "daddy." Why? Because of his amazing grace, that's why. You are what you are by 
the grace of God. The story of our salvation.

Then we have the security of our salvation and then there's the sufferings of our salvation 
all through and by the source. 1 Peter 1, verses 1-9, let's read our text.

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
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obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. 

You say, "Brother Doug, I don't like verses like that. I don't like words like 'election' and 
'elect.' I don't like those." Well, you'd better praise God for those. You'd better thank God 
for those words because if it wasn't for God's sovereign decree and God's sovereign 
purpose of election, there would not be one single soul on the planet today ever coming 
to know Jesus. Why? "There is none righteous. There is none that doeth good. There is 
none that seeketh after God. We all like sheep have gone astray, everyone to his own 
way," and if you are left to yourself, "every man doeth that which was right in his own 
eyes." You don't seek after God. Jesus said, "I come to seek and to save that which was 
lost."

Verse 3,

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Verse 2 and verse 3 is the source of our salvation. You say, "What is it, Brother Doug?" 
I'm going to tell you what it is: God the Father thought it, God the Son bought it and God 
the Holy Ghost wrought it. God the Father sovereignly decreed it in his mind in eternity 
past before you were even a thought, before you were even born, before you were even a 
twinkle in your mama's eye or a lustful thought in your daddy's mind. God thought it and 
God decreed it. God the Father thought it, God the Son came and bought it, nailing our 
offenses to the cross, taking them out of the way, purging us and forgiving us of our sins. 
He took it out of the way. He redeemed me. He bought me off of the slave market of sin 
and Paul said, "Know ye that you're not your own for you're bought with a price." What 
price is that? I'll tell you what price it is: it costs the jewel of heaven. That's the story of 
my salvation this morning. It cost the very best that the Trinity had. God came in the 
flesh, made himself a man and put himself on that cross. He allowed wicked, evil, vile 
men to spit upon him. He allowed men to mock him and ridicule him, the God of all 
creation. He allowed that. You say, "Brother Doug, why would he do such a thing?" 
Because he loves you and he's wanting to show you his grace. God the Father thought it, 
God the Son bought it and God the Holy Ghost wrought it.

Verse 4,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

Oh, I'll tell you what, don't lay your future up in stocks and bonds because it would be 
like October 29, 1929, Black Friday. That was the real Black Friday, by the way, or was 
that a Tuesday? That was on a Tuesday, wasn't it? The stock market crash. The Great 
Depression started. Oh, I'll tell you what folks, my hope is built in nothing less save 
Jesus' blood and righteousness because it's not even my own righteousness this morning, 
it's him. I have been made an heir, 
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4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept [kept, kept] by the power of 
God

Now, that's real grace, folks. That's not religion. That's not church membership. That's not 
good works. That's saving effectual grace of God Almighty.

Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

These verses record the security of our salvation. Now verses 6 through 9,

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are 
in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. 

Verses 6 through 9 shows us the suffering of our salvation. I'm sorry somebody needs to 
send Mr. Joel Osteen a postcard or a letter or something and let him know that your better 
life is not now for, "I reckon the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us." Not just me, okay, but you too if 
you've been brought into the family of God by his amazing grace.

Now for our key text this morning, verses 10 through 12, the story of our salvation. Sum 
it all up, try to our very best this morning because in this story we have a right and a 
cause and a reason to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Verse 10,

10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow. 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, 

You see, everything that they did in the Old Testament, they did it for Jesus but he was 
handed down to us. The story was to us. The Gospel of John was written so that you 
might believe that "Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that believing on him, you might 
have everlasting life which now did minister these things which are now reported unto 
you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven which things the angels desire to look into." The very angels. I want to read 
something to you. Go over to Galatians this morning, chapter 3, verse 10. I want to read 
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you that verse in Galatians. I'm sorry, Ephesians 3:10. What was I thinking, Galatians 4. 
Ephesians 3:10, left page, left column, bottom left corner. Ephesians 3:10, let's read verse 
9 and 10 and 11. Look at this right here, the angels. Now 1 Peter 1:12 said "the angels 
desire to look into these things," don't they? Think about that. Michael, the archangel, the 
one who is going to bind Lucifer and put him in the bottomless pit. That Michael, 
Gabriel, the one who's going to blow his trumpet when Jesus comes back on the white 
horse, they desire, they inquire to look into these things. Ephesians 3:9, "To make all men 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ." Verse 10, "To the intent that 
now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." Do you know what that verse tells me? What are principalities? 
What are thrones? What are dominions? What are powers? Those are heavenly, angelic 
beings. That's just part of the rank structure, what they call the chain of command. You've 
got principalities, you've got powers, you've got thrones and dominions. There is the 
archangel, there are the seraphim, there are the cherubim, there are the four living 
creatures. You see, angels aren't these little fat bald-headed babies with wings on them 
that fly around. No, angels are supernatural, divine, holy, powerful beings created by God 
to do God's bidding and all of the angels that we have right now are elect. You know 
what that means? That means they'll never fall. They can't even have a sinful thought. 
There is nothing like that that can even be a possibility to pass through their mind. Why? 
Because they've been programmed to do the holiness of God and they desire, they can't 
understand it, they are looking down and wondering why God is being so gracious to 
you. They're wondering why Jesus would come and die for you. It marvels them. It's a 
great mystery to them. They desire to look into this thing and they're wondering, "Why, 
why are you doing this? They are not worth it." Oh, but he says, "I beg to differ." From 
the foreknowledge of foreknowledge. Oh my goodness, I might not even preach this this 
morning. I might go somewhere...foreknowledge, do you know what that means? That 
means fore-knowing in the sense of fore-loving. That doesn't have anything to do with 
knowledge, friends, because God knows everything. God knows everybody, alright? If 
that's the case, if you want to apply that definition to that word, if that's the case, now 
come on now, everybody will be saved. We might as well just teach universalism but 
that's not what that word "knowledge" means. It's not "ginosko," it's "proginosko" which 
means "a relationship." It's an intimacy that Adam, when Adam knew his wife, she 
conceived and bore a son. That's the intimacy between a husband and a wife; that's the 
intimacy between the bridegroom and the bride. By the foreknowledge of God, kept by 
the power of God even in the midst of the sufferings. Why? Because of the story of my 
salvation that the prophets had told. They foretold it from the foundation of the world 
ever since Adam and Eve was able to tell that story.

Now, we're going to go somewhere this morning. I'm going to break this down as simple 
as I know how to do. I'm going to skip part of this because the Lord is telling me to go 
right here, right now. I want to cover three things this morning. We're going to go and 
we're going to talk about the story, our grace that we have, our salvation that we have, 
our justification, our righteousness, our being sanctified every day is all through and by 
God's grace. It's all made possible through and by him. It's not through and by anything 
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that any man has ever done. It's been about Jesus Christ from the fall in the Garden to the 
fight at Armageddon. Everything in the middle, do you know who it's about? It's about 
Jesus. Everything in the Old Testament pointed and looked to who? Jesus. The cross, the 
virgin birth. That's right, born of a virgin, laid in a manger. You say, "I don't believe it." 
Do you know what? I believe it. I can't explain it but I believe it.

Then it goes from there to what? His cherished life. He was the sinless substitute, the 
perfect Lamb that offered himself once. Once. And what did he do by offering himself? 
He took sin out of the way. He took it out of the way. He paid the price. I asked the 
question last night, remember I asked you all a question? I was pondering about this: 
Jesus is just as sovereign as God the Father, is he not? Come on, is he not? Come on, let's 
have a little class participation here. He is just as sovereign as God the Father because, "I 
and my Father are one." He said, "You see me, you've seen the Father." He is all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily, alright? So when we look at him, when we get to heaven, 
what are we seeing? We're seeing all three in bodily form in the divine, glorified form of 
Jesus Christ. That's the only way you can look at the Holy Ghost. That's the only way you 
can look at God the Father is look at Jesus. Like the old preacher said to Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, he said, "Look to Jesus, lad. Look unto the Lord." 

I'm going to ask you this: he's sovereign, right? He knows all. He knows all. Why did he 
pray then, "Father, if it be thy will, let this cup pass from me"? If you say he was 
rebelling, no he wasn't rebelling. People say that he didn't want to die. No, death didn't 
bother him one bit because that's what he came to do. Why would he pray such a thing in 
his sovereign immutability if he knew God wasn't going to change his mind and he wasn't 
going to change his mind, he was still going to do what God sent him to do? There is no 
possible way the cross could have been avoided but he still prayed, he said, "Father, if it 
be thy will, let this cup pass from me." Jesus had no problem with dying. He had no 
problem with suffering. He had no problem with the pain of the cross. He did not want to 
become sin because of his holy, divine nature. He did not want that sin put upon him 
because he knew once that happened, that's when the cup of God's wrath would have to 
be drained. He's so holy, so divine, so sovereign, so righteous, so just, he did not want 
that sin put upon him and he said, "Father, if it be thy will, let this cup pass from me."

He can't stand sin but yet we get saved and we praise the Lord and shout the house down 
and then we go out and we live like the devil Monday through Friday. Oh my friend, let 
me tell you what: that isn't of God. It may be in Christ you are a new creature, Jesus 
couldn't stand it. Oh, he hated it. He hated the thought of becoming sin. Why? Because of 
2 Corinthians 5:21, "He hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us." "What 
does that mean, Brother Doug?" I'm going to tell you what that means. Boy, I'm really 
going to get in trouble this morning, Lord help me. You know what that means? I'm 
going to tell you what it means: that means God the Father put upon Jesus Christ the sins 
of the elect and he paid their price and took them out of the way. That's exactly what that 
means because what was taken out of the way will never be brought up again and if it's 
all been taken out of the way, that means everybody is going to heaven. Come on now. 
That means that if it's all been taken out of the way, then that means everybody is going 
to be saved and go to heaven. But oh no, do you know who was taken out of the way? 
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Those whom the Father foreknew. That's who was taken out of the way. You say, 
"Brother Doug, what are you saying? You don't believe in that limited atonement stuff, 
do you?" Let me tell you what: Jesus Christ, he did not make a way at Calvary but he 
accomplished redemption for his church when he said, "It is finished." It is finished. The 
story of my salvation all through and by the Scriptures that have been handed down by 
four agents: the Holy Spirit, the prophets, the apostles and the angels. All been handed 
down and it's pure and preserved so that we might have it and Jesus, under his divine will 
because it was just as much his will as it was God the Father's, to do what? To come and 
redeem his bride. Oh yeah, that's what he came for. He came to redeem his bride. He said, 
"Father, I pray not for the world but I pray for those whom thou hast given me that they 
may be one as I and thy are one." Oh, he said before it was all said and done, he said, 
"Father, when I was with them, I kept them. Oh, I kept them," he said, "but I am no more 
in the world but I must come unto thee. Holy Father, keep those whom thou hast given 
me so that they may be one as I and thy are one." Let me tell you what: if one elect sheep 
loses their salvation, that prayer is not answered and Jesus is not God but I can tell you on 
the authority of everything that's in me and the Spirit of God included because it's there, I 
can tell you on the authority of God's word that not one single sheep will be lost because 
they were bought on the cross.

I want to go over three things now very briefly. I'm going to speed through these as 
quickly as I know how to do by the grace of God. I want to go over three things. I want to 
go over the garden, the valley and the sky. The garden, the valley and the sky. I want to 
try to get you to see something this morning. You better not take credit for what God has 
done in your life, folks. Oh, you'd better not say it because I'm going to go somewhere 
this morning, just bear with me. The garden, the valley and the sky. But we must first go 
to the garden. I'm not talking about just any old garden, oh, but I'm talking about the 
garden of Eden all the way back in Genesis. So open with me and turn back to Genesis 2. 
I want to share this with you this morning. Genesis 2, I'm going to read verses 8 and 9 
and then I’m going to read verses 15 through 17. I want to show you something this 
morning. Do you remember that animal that got killed in the garden? To make those 
coats of skin? It was authority. You remember every year the day of atonement when the 
priest would come in and he would offer the bullock for himself and then he would bring 
the goat in and offer it for whom? Who is it for? All right, just think about those things 
this morning. Oh my. And then we go right here in Genesis 2, verses 8 and 9, "And the 
LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil." There were two very special trees in that garden, were there 
not? Why? Because the Bible says so, alright? Now go to verse 15, 16 and 17, "And the 
LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

Now, Genesis 5:5 states that, "all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 
years," but God said, "in the day that you eat thereof," in the day, the definite article. Do 
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you know what that means? That means that day that you take a bite, chew it up, swallow 
it, ingest it, in the day, that single day, that definite article, "in the day you do that, you're 
going to die." Okay, we know that because Adam sinned that death entered into the world 
and whereby one man sinned, death entered into the world and was cast upon all men but 
Adam, did Adam...let me ask you these questions first: 1. Can God lie? Can God lie? Has 
God ever told a lie? Will he ever tell a lie? No, Numbers 23:19 says, "God is not a man, 
that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he 
not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good." Titus 1:1 and 2 says, "Paul, a 
servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and 
the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised us before the world began." Hebrews 6:18 says, "That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie." So let me ask you the 
question: God told Adam "in the day that you eat of that, you will surely die," but Adam 
lived to be 930 years old, did God lie? Okay, did Adam die? How did he die? He was 
dead spiritually. Was he 10% dead? Was he 50% dead? Was he 99.9% dead? No, he was 
d-e-a-d, dead spiritually and when God came looking for him, he was so dead, so fallen, 
so depraved, so wicked, so vile, he ran and hid from God. Why? Because he was dead. 
Amen. (children crying) They're getting it in the nursery too. He was dead. He had no 
hope outside of the story of his salvation through and by the grace of God. That's what 
happened in the garden. Every little boy, every little girl, every man, woman, child that 
has been born after that, do you know how they were born? D-e-a-d, dead spiritually.

Now, let's go to the valley. We've got the garden, we've got the valley. I know this might 
sound silly. I told this to Shawn and Tom last night. This came to me when I was talking 
to Brother Ted on the phone. Brother Ted said something and it just triggered a thought 
and the Lord just gave me an illustration. Picture if you will, a beautiful valley, alright? 
And then down in the valley there are farms and crops growing, gardens, lush vegetables 
and fruit. There are little kids playing in the streets of the village, the little town. Now, 
everything that they could ever want or ever imagine and we've talked about the garden, 
now I want you to just picture this valley but I want you to keep the thought of the garden 
in mind. Inside of this garden, we have the animals; we have the crops; we have the 
children. And on the  north side of the valley sitting there all prestigious and all upright, 
sitting there fully stern and strong and beautiful and white and painted is a large windmill 
and that windmill has got a point put to it and do you know what that windmill does? 
That windmill is able to pump water. Oh, and that water is put down through those 
irrigation systems and it runs over those crops and it gives life-giving water to those 
crops and that water is pumped into those homes and those people can take the pump and 
through and by the water that that windmill pumps up and brings the life-giving water to 
everyone that those people can have water inside of their homes. Those children can 
come in from a hot day out on the playground or playing in the fields and they can drink 
a cool glass of water. But what else is hooked to that windmill? There is a big generator 
at the bottom of that windmill and when that windmill spins and when that windmill 
turns, that generator begins to create energy and power and unction and that energy is 
pushed into those homes and it gives off light. Here a windmill, she's a windmill and 
John you're a windmill. You're a windmill. Brother Ted, you're a windmill. We're all 
windmills for God and we're all spinning, sitting upright on the edge of the valley and 
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because our father Adam fell, we are dead. We are powerless to do anything. We have no 
will to pump, to spin or to generate power. We have no desire to do it. We have 
absolutely nothing. "Why in the world am I going to spin and work and make light and 
water for those people down there? What have they ever done for me?" I'm dead. I am 
powerless to do anything. That's the valley. 

Remember I said the valley, the garden, the valley and the sky. You say, "Brother Doug, 
what's the sky have to do with it?" Every good and perfect gift comes down from the 
Father above so the Father of lights, in him there is no variableness. If a man lack 
anything, let him ask of God, alright? What does the sky have to do with it? This is what 
I’m going to give you in closing, 1 Corinthians 2:14 says, "But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned." That old windmill doesn't want to pump. 
That old windmill doesn't want to make energy. That old windmill doesn't want to do 
anything good at all. It just wants to stand there and look good, have people pass by and 
say, "Woo boy, look at that pretty windmill. Hey honey, would you take a picture of me 
and the kids standing up against the windmill?" The windmill is all proud. It's the highest 
thing in the valley. Oh, everybody loves to look at it; everybody loves to take pictures of 
it. But it serves absolutely no function whatsoever. It has no power or no ability to do 
anything on its own. The source of your salvation: God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost. The security of your salvation: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost. The story of your salvation: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Ghost. 

Now, let's go to John 3. We're almost there. We're almost done. You can see the finish 
line. Here it is. We talked about the garden: dead, useless. You realize that? You might 
say, "Why, I'm a good person." You're nothing without the grace of God, alright? You 
say, "Well, you know, I do my own thing." Yeah, you do your own thing alright. You do 
your own thing. More power to you but oh, I'm glad God got me away from my own 
thing and he brought me into his thing and now I'm in the place and this must be the place 
because there isn't any place like this place. Amen? John 3:3, you remember the garden, 
you're dead, right? The valley, there's the big tall windmill. There's nothing that windmill 
can do on its own. John 3:3, this is the discourse with Nicodemus and, "Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." He's talking to the old windmill and the windmill isn't doing 
anything; he's just sitting there listening. "Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water." You say, 
"What's that water, Brother Doug?" Let me tell you what: that's not the natural birth. The 
natural birth has nothing to do with your salvation because all of those little children that 
get aborted, they're going to be in heaven. Every one of them and they did not participate 
in a natural birth. So water right there in that context, I'm here to tell all the preachers out 
there that want to preach this as a natural birth and the spirit being the spiritual birth, the 
water is not the natural birth but you are sanctified, you are cleansed by the washing of 
the water of the word. It's the preaching of the Gospel, that's the water. That's how the 
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Holy Spirit turns it on. God said, "It pleaseth God through the foolishness of preaching to 
save those that would believe."

"Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit." We've got the garden, we know we're dead, we know we're fallen. "There 
is no good in us, none that doeth good, there is none that seeketh after God. There is none 
righteous, no not one. All we like sheep have gone astray. Everyone to his own way. 
Every man doth that which is right in his own eyes." We're dead. We're standing on the 
edge of the valley. We've got the whole world out in front of us and God is saying, 
"Serve me. Believe in me. Repent of your sins and I will work in you." "But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness to him and 
neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned." We're like that big, old, tall, 
powerful, stubborn windmill and we're not going to do anything. We can't do anything. 
Can that windmill spin on its own? Oh, are you starting to see the picture? Hello! If the 
phone's ringing, pick it up. Can you hear me now?

Verse 7, "Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit." What happens to that old 
windmill when the wind blows? She begins to turn, doesn't she? Or he begins to turn, 
don't he? Oh, it might not want to at first, oh but where the wind listeth, where it blows. 
Do you know what that means? Where the wind willeth. It blows where it wills. It's going 
to blow on whomever it wills. Oh, and Jesus said, "All that the Father hath given me will 
come to me after they walk the aisle and say the prayer or they'll come to me after they 
get baptized." No, he said, "All that the Father hath given me will come to me and he that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast him out."

Let me ask you this, folks: how many times have you heard preachers quote the last half 
of that verse but they don't quote the first half of it? Come on now. I've heard preachers 
all my life say that Jesus said any man that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast them 
out. Quote the first part of the verse, "All that the Father hath given me will come to me." 
Let's preach the full counsel of God, that's the only way people can be saved. That's the 
Gospel. Once they realize that they are from the garden and the garden is on the north 
side of the valley and they're standing there, oh, they might try to turn a while, they might 
try to turn. They might tug against gravity a little bit and try to spin a little while but I'm 
going to tell you what: you cannot do this thing on your own. It's got to be by the power, 
the might and by the Spirit of God and I pray to God today that before you leave here 
today, maybe it might not happen today, maybe it might happen later on tonight, maybe it 
might, I don't know when but I pray to God that you know that you know that you know 
that God is living inside of you and God is working inside of you and that he is the source 
of your salvation. He is the security of your salvation. He is the story of your salvation. 
He'll be with you through the sufferings of your salvation all through and by his 
sovereign decree. He said it, folks. God said it. We trust him. We trust him for small little 
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things. We trust him for big things sometimes and not for small things but we'll trust him 
for the small things and not the big things. He's saying, "I want you to the trust me in all 
things."

You can know this this morning, you can know this. But do you know what? You must 
first be born of God. You must first be taught of God. Don't try to do this thing on your 
own because if you try to do this thing on your own, do you know what's going to 
happen? You're going to be in church a while, you're going to be good, you're going to fit 
right in, you're going to be in church a while and then do you know what's going to 
happen? Hard times are going to come and do you know what happens in hard times? 
One of two things happen: either people really turn to God or they totally shut him out. 
Or do you know what's even worse than hard times? Say it again Brother Tom, good 
times. A lot of people run to God when they've got financial problems. A lot of people 
run to God when they've got marital problems. A lot of people run to God when they've 
got issues and problems and they can't seem to work it out and they get in church and 
they try to do this thing and all of a sudden, the windmill is trying to spin on its own but 
the wind ain't blowing. They try to do this thing on their own and then all of a sudden 
everything starts to work out pretty good. Everything starts to go pretty good and they get 
settled in real good and they get established and things start working out for them. Next 
thing you know, they miss on a Sunday morning. They pull the kids out of Sunday 
school. They stop coming to youth group. They quit on Wednesday nights. The only time 
you see them is on Sunday night. They come when they want to come. Next thing you 
know, they're down to once a month. Next thing you know, they're down to Easter, 
Christmas and Mother's Day. They say you know, the husband and wife are having 
problems. Now all of a sudden they've got a child who's on drugs. Now all of a sudden 
one of their other teenagers got picked up down at Walmart for shoplifting and by the 
way, they found a dime bag of drugs on them. 

Oh my friends, let me tell you what: you cannot clean yourself up and come to God. You 
let the wind blow, you acknowledge that and God will start working in you and he will 
work in you. Who's going to let him? But you aren't going to be able to do it on your 
own. You'll be just like that old stubborn windmill but oh, once you've been made to 
know this, once you've been made to know this you can rejoice and you can say this 
which is the story of your salvation in closing. 

"I heard an old, old story,
How a Savior came from glory,
How He gave His life on Calvary
To save a wretch like me;
I heard about His groaning,
Of His precious blood's atoning,
Then I repented of my sins
And won the victory.

"O victory in Jesus,
My Savior, forever.
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He sought me and bought me
With His redeeming blood;
He loved me ere I knew Him."

What does that mean? He loved me before I even knew him.

"He loved me ere I knew Him
And all my love is due Him,
He plunged me to victory,
Beneath the cleansing flood."

That's your story this morning if you've been made to know him by the grace of God. 
Let's bow our heads.

Lord God, we thank you this morning for your grace. Lord, we know that we're nothing 
without you. Lord, we know that it's by your wonderful provision of salvation, Lord, that 
you have made us what we are and, Lord, we know that what you demand, you provide. 
We can't do it on our own but, God, you've given us the provision about what you have 
demanded. We cannot bring anything of ourselves to you but we must come totally 
without anything, just ourselves: our soul, our mind, our spirit and our body and submit 
ourselves in humble obedience unto you, God. Believe in you and repent of our sins, be 
willing to turn to God from sin all through and by your will and through and by your 
work. God, I thank you this morning. 

Lord, if there be one here that needs you, that needs regeneration, that needs the wind to 
blow for that old windmill to start turning, God, I pray, Lord, that you would give them 
grace. Lord, I pray, Lord God, if it be thy will, Lord, you give them grace, Lord, and 
allow that wind to blow so that you can wheel and work in their life. Birth faith and 
repentance in them, O God, so that they can serve you with their whole heart. And, Lord 
God, we'll never fail to bow our unworthy heads, Lord, for we are nothing without you 
and without your amazing grace and give you the praise and the honor and the glory in 
Jesus' name. Amen.
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