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John 10:22-30 22  And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter. 23  And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24  Then came the 
Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? 
If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye 
believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 26  
But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27  My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28  And I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand. 29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30  I and my Father are one. 

It was the winter season and the Jews were celebrating Hanukkah. Jesus is in the temple 
and the Jews come to him asking him to reveal whether or not he is the Christ (the 
Messiah).  

John Gill on verse 24: “this they said, not as desirous of knowing who he was, or 
for the sake of information, but in order to ensnare him; that should he say he was not 
the Christ, as they might hope he would, for fear of them, now they had got him by 
himself, hemmed him in, it would then lessen his credit among the people; and should 
he say he was the Messiah, they would have whereof to accuse him to the Roman 
governor, as an enemy to Caesar, as one that set up for king of the Jews.” 

25a Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 

The Jews Jesus was speaking to had heard him speak before, but they had not believed 
that he was who he said he was: Jesus Christ (Messiah). 

25b the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  

The Jews Jesus was speaking to had witnessed his miraculous works, but they had not 
recognized that they identified him as God’s son. 

John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written. Amen. 

26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

Jesus’ gives the reason why, though they had both heard him speak and been witnesses 
of his miraculous works, that these Jews did not believe he was the Christ (Messiah). He 
provide them a metaphor, a word picture, of himself as a shepherd and those who 
believe as his sheep. 

Jesus’ explanation is the focus of this lesson:  

27-30  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no 
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.  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Jesus uses this conversation with the unbelieving Jews to illustrate three doctrines: 
election, perseverance, and preservation. These doctrines should give believers 
confidence and comfort knowing they are secure in Jesus Christ. 

27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

Jesus’ sheep have the special ability, unlike the unbelieving Jews, to hear him, and upon 
hearing him they follow him. He knows his flock absolutely. Jesus explains this special 
relationship in detail earlier in Chapter 10: 

John 10:1-16 1  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2  But he 
that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3  To him the porter 
openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, 
and leadeth them out. 4  And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5  And a 
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of 
strangers. 6  This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things 
they were which he spake unto them. 7  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8  All that ever came before me are 
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9  I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10  
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11  I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 12  But he that is an 
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13  
The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 14  I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15  As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16  
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

John 18:37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, 
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice. 

Jesus provides four things in which his sheep should have confidence and comfort: the 
givers, the gifts, the promises, and the protection. 

1. The givers: I and my Father are one.  

2. The gifts: And I give unto them eternal life… My Father, which gave them 
me… 

3. The promises: My sheep hear my voice…and they follow me… they shall 
never perish… 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4. The protection: neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand… and no 
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

Without the confidence and comfort of these things, Jesus’ sheep would be like the 
Athenian pagans that Paul addresses in Acts: 

Acts 17:22-31 22  Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of 
Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23  For as I 
passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you. 24  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25  Neither is 
worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all 
life, and breath, and all things; 26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and 
the bounds of their habitation; 27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of 
us: 28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of 
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 29  Forasmuch then 
as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is 
like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30  And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent: 31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

The Athenian pagans built an altar and worshipped a god they did not know. The flock 
of Jesus Christ feels and finds their shepherd, whose presence is with them, then live, 
move, and exist in confidence and comfort.  

What does the life of the flock of Jesus Christ look like when it is lived in confidence and 
comfort? 

It is a life lived for God’s glory: 

Ephesians 1:8-14 8  Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence; 9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (Continued) 10  That in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11  In whom also we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12  That we should be to the 
praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14  
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
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1 Corinthians 6:20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

It is a life lived trusting in God’s sufficiency: 

2 Corinthians 3:4-5 4  And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 
5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 
sufficiency is of God; 

Sufficiency=ability or contentment 

Philippians 4:6-9 6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7  And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. 8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9  Those things, which ye 
have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the 
God of peace shall be with you.  

Philippians 4:11-13  11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12  I know both how to be abased, and 
I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and 
to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me. 

El Shaddai=God all sufficient. It is God who provides the flock of Jesus Christ with the 
ability to be content in any circumstance. The flock is dependent upon the shepherd for 
sustenance and safety. 

Summary: 

1. Jesus illustrates three doctrines: election, preservation, and perseverance. 
2. Jesus describes four things that bring his flock confidence and comfort: the 

givers, the gifts, the promises, and the protection. 
3. The life of the flock in confidence and comfort is lived for God’s glory while 

trusting in God’s sufficiency. 

Next Lesson: 

What are the practical aspects of the life of the flock lived in confidence and comfort? 
How does the flock live for God’s glory? How does the flock live trusting in God’s 
sufficiency?
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