
 Praise to God, the Ruler of the Earth (Psalm 47) 

• There are many reference in the Old Testament: God is the God of Israel  

• Might think other lesser gods rule the tribes, God of Israel is the greatest God  

• False conception: there is only One God; all other gods are idols  

• The God of Israel is the only true God, the earth’s people must worship Him 

• Psalm 47: an invitation to all, come and worship the true God of the universe 

• A prophetic element to Ps 47 reaches far beyond its immediate audience (v.9) 

I. The LORD Is to Be Feared by ALL (vv.1-2) 

• “O clap your hands, all you people” a fitting response to God’s glorious acts  

• Psalmist’s focus: the nations (Gentiles) of the world (Ps 117:1; Rom 15:9) 

• Clapping of hands: fitting response to coronation of a king (2 Kings 11:12) 

• Vs 2,3 prospect of a universal reign of the King: loose the tongue of the dumb 

• All nations eventually will bow in homage (Dan 5:18, 20-22) 

II. The LORD is “King of the Jews” (vs. 3-6) 

• Vs 3 pictures the powerful acts of deliverance for Israel over the pagan nations 

• Vs 4 God led His people and gave them their land, subduing all their enemies 

• The land: a foreshadowing of an inheritance for us today in Christ (1 Pet 1:4) 

• God’s presence went up with His people: when He went they followed 

• Christ ascends into the clouds (Acts 1:9-11) He descends: trump blast 

• God’s presence in the New Covenant: it will never leave us  (Heb 13:5) 

III. God Reigns over the Nations & His Kingdom over the Earth  (7-9) 

• Vs7 starts like the others do: God will reign over the universe: but it intensifies 

• Vs9 is where the prophetic element comes in: Abraham’s promise (Gen 12:3) 

• Christ fulfills this promise, Messiah brings all nations under His peaceful reign 


