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As it says in the title of his best selling spiritual autobiography the Romanian evangelist 
Richard Wurmbrand was tortured for Christ. Wurmbrand grew up in Romania, born in a 
Jewish family. He gave his life to Jesus Christ in his late 20s and soon thereafter began to 
preach the gospel when the Soviet Union occupied Romania and Communism drove 
Christianity underground. 
 
Heedless of any danger, Wurmbrand continued to preach the gospel and soon was 
kidnapped by secret police as he was walking one day to church.   He was put in prison, 
eventually spent some 14 years in Communist captivity. And during his time of 
incarceration Wurmbrand suffered many horrific depravations. He was mocked and 
beaten. He was frozen and burned. He was abused and brainwashed. 
 
And, in particular, the Communists tried to drive out of his mind any thoughts that he was 
under the love of God.   
 
“Nobody loves you anymore. Nobody loves you anymore. Nobody loves you anymore,” 
they would say to him over and over again for hours on end.   
 
And yet Wurmbrand refused to give up his faith in the gospel or his hope in Jesus Christ 
or even his love for the very Communists who kept him under captivity. What was it that 
enabled him to bear all these things and to endure all these things?  Simply this. It was 
the love of Jesus.  
 
Listen to the words from Wurmbrand on the subject of defeating Communism through 
the love spirit of Christ.  
 
He said, “In solitary confinement, we could not pray as before. We were unimaginably 
hungry; we had been drugged until we acted like idiots. We were as weak as skeletons. 
The Lord's Prayer was much too long for us. My only prayer repeated again and again 
was, 'Jesus, I love thee.’” 
 
And one glorious day Wurmbrand writes, “I got the answer form Jesus. ‘You love me. 
Now I will show you how much I love you.’ And at once I felt a flame in my heart which 
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burned like the sun and I knew in a deeper way the love of the one who gave his life on 
the cross for me.” 
 
You know, the apostle Paul could have offered a very similar testimony to that based on 
similar experiences of suffering. He, too, was put in prison for preaching the gospel.  He 
also was beaten and abused and mocked and tortured and yet through it all he continued 
to believe that it was a privilege to share in suffering for the sake of his Savior. And so he 
never stopped living for Christ or loving people with the kind of love that might bring 
them into the kingdom of God.  
 
And so what we find the apostle Paul writing in 1 Corinthians 13 is a truth he had tested 
by his own experience. I encourage you to turn there in your Bibles as we  consider again 
these great words from 1 Corinthians 13 verse seven of which is printed for you also in 
your order of service.  
 
“Love bears all things... [and] endures all things.”1 
 
Thus wrote the apostle Paul.  
 
These words come near the end of the portrait of love he has been giving us in the love 
chapter of the Bible. And since we have had our global outreach conference the last 
couple of weeks let me just remind you that  this chapter began in verses one through 
three with the apostle declaring that we are nothing without love. We have been reminded 
of that very beautifully in this morning’s offertory which is based on this text. 
 
And then the apostle continues in verses four through six telling us what love does and 
what does love does not do. And then here in verse seven he tells us what love is willing 
to suffer.  And we consider this morning what he says at the beginning and the end of that 
verse, very closely related sayings that love both bears all things and endures all things.  
 
The word “bear” here most likely means to suffer patiently all of the troubles that come 
from dealing with other people including people who try to harm us.  I say it is the most 
likely translation here because that is the way Paul uses this particular term every where 
else in his writings and, in particular, back in chapter nine as he explained and defended 
his ministry. Paul said, “We bear anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
gospel of Christ.” 
 
He was talking about the things that the was willing to put up with to endure, to bear 
those sufferings and troubles for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Oh how difficult it is to bear patiently all of the hurts that come our way when people 
attack us. And yet love is able to put up with anything and everything in order to continue 
to love for Jesus’ sake.  
 

                                                
1 1 Corinthians 13:7.  
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“It is willing,” wrote Jonathan Edwards in his comments on this verse, “to undergo all 
sufferings for Christ’s sake.” 
 
What Paul says at the end of verse seven is similar that love endures all things.  Is there 
any real difference between bearing all things and enduring all things? It is hard to be 
certain of any difference. Maybe Charles Hodge was right when he said that bearing all 
things relates to annoyances and troubles whereas  enduring all things relates to 
sufferings and persecutions.   
 
Hodge went on to point out that this word for endurance comes from a military context. It 
means to stand fast against the assault of an enemy. And so it is not merely a matter of 
suffering passively, whatever people do to you.  It is a matter of enduring those things 
with active courage. It is a positive fortitude says one commentator.  The endurance of a 
soldier who in the very thick of the battle is undismayed and who has the power to live 
vigorously even victoriously in the face of evil. This kind of endurance shows up very 
frequently in the New Testament epistles and usually in the context of persecution that 
can only be endured with great courage. 
 
Paul wrote about that, in fact, in his next letter to the Corinthians. He gave a long list of 
all the troubles that he had faced, beatings and shipwrecks and attempted murder and all 
sorts of things. And at the end of that he was able to say that he was able to endure all of 
that and also to explain how he was able to endure it, he said, “By the Holy Spirit and by 
genuine love.” 
 
Yes, it is love that enables us to endure, love for God and love for others by the power of 
God.  
 
And we are able to endure in our love partly because we know there are some people who 
will never come to Christ unless we show them his love.  It is for the sake of the gospel 
that love always endures.  
 
“It will not fail,” wrote Jonathan Edwards. “It will continue.  Whatever assaults may be 
made upon it, yet love remains and endures and does not cease, but bears up and bears 
onward with perseverance and patience, notwithstanding all its suffering.” 
 
Well, there never has been and never will be a clearer or more compelling example of the 
endurance of love than the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
And so I invite you now to turn with me to Matthew chapter 27.  Each week we have 
been considering a particular phrase from 1 Corinthians 13, but we have also been 
illustrating that aspect of love from the life of Jesus Christ.  
 
When John Chrysostom preached on 1 Corinthians 13:7 he said that love bears all things 
including insults, lashes and even death. In other words, the very things that Jesus 
suffered for us on his way to the cross and on the cross itself where he gave his life for 
the world.  
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Now from one perspective you might say that the whole life of Christ was marked by 
suffering, from the moment of his descent from glory to his being born in a barn, to his 
exile in Egypt, to the attempted homicide that he faced in his own hometown and then to 
all of the years of his homeless wandering after that, all of it leading up to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and we were looking at this just a few weeks ago where in bloody sweat 
Jesus agonized over his coming crucifixion. 
 
Jesus suffered his whole life. But, of course, the greatest were reserved for the last night 
of his mortal life on earth and for the day when he died.   
 
You may remember, and Matthew tells us this story, how Jesus was betrayed. He was 
praying in the garden with his sleeping disciples and then he was betrayed by one of his 
own friends. And though it was the middle of the night, the temple police were there and 
they dragged Jesus off to face the first of his trials, a trial before the Jewish tribunal and 
there in the middle of the night he was falsely accused and wrongfully convicted on the 
charge of blasphemy.  
 
But now the Jewish leaders did not hold the power of life and death so at the first light of 
dawn Jesus was dragged, then before Pontius Pilate the Roman governor. And as far as 
Pilate could tell Jesus was completely innocent and yet people kept clamoring for a 
conviction and so he sent Jesus to king Herod who had jurisdiction over Galilee.  And yet 
the next thing Pilate knew, Jesus was back in his palace and the people were still 
shouting, “Crucify, crucify.” 
 
Do you see what they say in verse 23 of Matthew 27?  
 
“Let him be crucified!”2 
 
And they are shouting it all the more.   
 
Finally the governor relented. And we read in verse 24: 
 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
 
And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”   
 
Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered 
him to be crucified.3 

 
Fewer things cause greater suffering in this world than the unjust condemnation of the 
innocent.  And yet this is part of what our Savior had to bear.   I want to illustrate this 
                                                
2 Mathew 27:23.  
3 Matthew 27:24-26. 
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truth that love bears all things and endures all things. And I think really that requires us to 
look closely at what precisely it was that Jesus had to endure. And this was part of it, 
what his love had to endure for our salvation, this wrongful conviction.  
 
Even his judge knew that he was completely innocent. That is why Pilate tried very futily 
to wash his hands of the whole thing.  Nevertheless, Jesus was  convicted of a capital 
offense and condemned to die.  
 
And over the course of his several trials, remember, recognize, consider that the Lord 
Jesus Christ endured physical torture. 
 
Matthew tells us here, this is the end of verse 26 that Pilate had him scourged, possibly 
the governor was hoping to placate the leaders who were trying to have him killed by 
simply torturing him and if so the Roman scourge was an ideal instrument of abuse, a 
cruel, if not in those days unusual punishment. 
 
To make a scourge, pieces of metal or bone were knotted to leather thongs and then 
flayed across a prisoner’s back, a torture so severe that some prisoners died before they 
could even be crucified. 
 
Now what had happened to this point, to the end of verse 26 was such a complete 
miscarriage of justice, it is hard to find words to convey adequately the horror of what he 
suffered. And yet that was not all.  In fact, I think in many ways, what happened next was 
even worse. Jesus was publicly, verbally, emotionally and physically abused by an entire 
battalion of soldiers. 
 
Now when I was a child I often looked through a book of paintings on the life of Christ.  
And there was one particular masterpiece that held a kind of horrible fascination for me, a 
grotesque painting by Hieronymus Bosch entitled Christ Mocked with the subtitle 
Crowing with Thorns.  And the men who surround Bosch’s Christ had very cruel 
expressions on their faces. There is a soldier with an iron fist holding a spiky crown and 
he is about to press it down in the innocent head of Jesus. And in the foreground there is a 
wizened old man who looks up at the Savior with greedy eyes. He is eager to see him 
suffer. Another man has grabbed Jesus by the robe and he is ready to strip him naked.  
And so with oil on wood Bosch has described the ugly scene that Matthew also describes 
in his gospel beginning at verse 27. 
 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him.  And they 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown 
of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And 
kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”    
And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head.4 

 

                                                
4 Matthew 27:27-30. 
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Are you willing to consider these things to see what Jesus suffered?  I think really to 
understand fully what the Son of God lovingly endured for our salvation it is necessary to 
consider, indeed, to linger over some of these details.  This whole situation was designed 
to intimidate and degrade the prisoner by subjecting him to physical abuse and public 
ridicule.  And by the time this whole battalion had gathered they... the soldiers knew that 
they were in for what they called fun.   
 
First they stripped Jesus and left him totally exposed.  And the naked flesh of his genuine 
humanity the Son of God was completely vulnerable to whatever they would do to him.  
He was vulnerable to physical pain. Strike this flesh and it would bruise. Pierce this head 
and it would bleed. And add to that the emotional anguish of standing naked before a 
leering mob.   
 
And then the soldiers began to mock Jesus. They made sport of his claim to be the king. 
A king wears a crown and so they grabbed some thorns and they fashioned a makeshift 
diadem and then pressing it down on his heads they drew blood from his kingly brow.  
 
The king should wear a robe and so they handed him scarlet. 
 
A king should hold a scepter and so they put a long stick in his right hand. The king 
should have subjects to rule and so they knelt down in mock homage and said, “Hail, 
King of the Jews,” and, thus, they scorned Jesus for being who he actually was.  For he 
was, indeed, the King of the Jews, indeed, the King of all kings.  
 
And is this not the bully’s cruelest tactic to ridicule you for being who you actually are?  
And so the freshman gets hazed for being a freshman. The band member gets bullied for 
being in the band. The person who is short or fat or whatever it is, is ridiculed for being 
short or fat or whatever it is. And when this happens there is no defense, because when 
you are ridiculed for being who you are, you are left without any recourse except to 
suffer more abuse. And this mockery that Jesus received was not limited to his kingly 
ministry. You follow the course of the sufferings of Jesus Christ, you see him ridiculed 
for virtually every central aspect of his person and work. He was mocked as prophet. 
 
In the middle of the night during his trial before the Jewish leaders people blindfolded 
him and then the punched him and then they said, “Tell us, Jesus, prophecy, who is it that 
hit you?” 
 
Later he was scorned for his sonship to the Father.  His tormenters mocked, “If you are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross.”5 
 
They ridiculed him for his miracles and for his saving power.  
 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself.”6 
 
                                                
5 Matthew 27:40. 
6 Matthew 27:42. 
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They even mocked his faith. 
 
“He trusts in God, does he? Well, then, let God deliver him if he desires him.” 
 
All of these things were reasons for Jesus to be exalted, not humiliated. He is the King of 
all kings. He is the Prophet of the most high God. He is the miracle worker. He is the Son 
of God. He is the Savior. 
 
And yet rather than being praised for his kingly majesty and his saving power, the true 
Son of God suffered the cruel taunts of wicked men. And when we ourselves are verbally 
abused, therefore, we should never imagine that no one can understand what we are going 
through. Jesus understands.  The man of sorrows suffered these things and all things on 
his way to the cross.  
 
Shall we consider the spitting?  Have you ever had, I wonder, anyone spit you in the 
face? This is universally a symbol of absolute contempt, one of the most disgusting and 
disrespectful acts that one person can commit against another.  And yet this is exactly the 
way that the Son of God was treated when he became a man. And so charge this to our 
account, of all of the other heinous sins of the human race, that when the Son of God 
came into this world, we spit in his face.   
 
And even that is not the worst of it. Eventually Pilate’s soldiers tired of mere verbal 
abuse and their mock coronation turned violent.  And isn’t this characteristic of abusive 
behavior, that unless someone intervenes, it grows increasingly hurtful until finally it may 
become life threatening.  
 
And so the soldiers grabbed back that stick that they had given to Jesus and notice what it 
says at the end of verse 30.  They started hitting him over the head with it.  It was brutal. 
It was sadistic. It was inhumane. Can you see the Son of God, the royal Son of God 
standing there in his scarlet robe with a crown upon his head and with blood and spittle 
upon his face? Even this was not the worst of it, so we go... as we go on to read in verse 
31. 
 
“And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 
on him and led him away to crucify him.”7 
 
Everything else that he had to endure was only a prelude to this greatest suffering which 
he endured on the cross. Crucifixion, as you know, was a painful way to die, among the 
most painful means of execution every devised, nails pounded into the hands and feet, the 
wooden cross lifted up, thrown into the ground, the lungs crushed, life draining away 
from the body. 
 
And at the same time a very shameful way to die. Victims of crucifixion generally were 
crucified naked to show that society held them in contempt, but the law of God said 

                                                
7 Matthew 27:31.  
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something even worse as any Jew would have known, because according to the law of 
Moses, anyone who hangs on a tree is cursed by God.  
 
We will be considering that in greater detail in the coming week.  The curse that Jesus 
experienced on the cross when he was forsaken by the Father.  
 
And Jesus endured all of this pain, all of his shame with noble courage.  The Scripture 
says he endured the cross despising the shame and bearing the reproach. 
 
Those are the words of Hebrews chapter 12 and chapter 13. 
 
It is not simply that Jesus suffered these things, that he had these things done to him, but 
that he boldly endured them going all the way to death without sinning or complaining. 
 
This had been prophesied in Isaiah that he would be oppressed, that he would be afflicted 
and yet he would open not his mouth. 
 
And so it was confirmed by the apostle Peter. He committed no sin, no deceit was found 
in his mouth. When he was reviled he did not revile in return. And when he suffered, he 
did not threaten. 
 
This was the obedience of our Lord to suffer these things and to do so without sin, 
sweetly conveyed, I think, in the words of an old spiritual. 
 

They crucified my Lord, 
They crucified my Lord, 
And he never said a mumbling word, 
Not a word, 
Not a word, 
Not a word. 

 
And these things were necessary, understand, for our salvation, this silence of the Lamb 
because in order to atone for our sins he had to offer a perfect sacrifice and that included 
uncomplaining endurance right to the very end.   
 
The silence of our Lord was necessary for our atonement. It was also the proof of his 
love. 
 
If you ask, “Why did Jesus endure this pain and this shame on the cross?” he did it 
because he loves us. And we know that because the Bible says the only thing that has the 
power to bear all things and endure all things is the power of love.   
 
But now if we are the recipients of such enduring love, the love of the Son of God, how 
shall we respond?  Well, I think, first of all, in saving faith, believing in a personal way 
that when Jesus suffered all these things it was of the likes of us. It was for our sin that he 
was willing to go to the cross, that we do not now have to bear the weight of our sin on 
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our own, but by faith may transfer the guilt of the burden of that sin over to the Son of 
God. 
 
The Bible says that he loved us and gave himself up for us and that giving up in on an on 
behalf. It signifies an exchange, the exchange of love in which Jesus gives you his life for 
your sins and you put your sins over onto him and he gives you live in return.  
 
Believe this and by faith you will receive the free gift of everlasting life. 
 
We should also respond in loving gratitude to thank Jesus fully and properly for our 
salvation we need to include more than the cross, although the cross would be enough.  
But we also need to include all of the violence and abuse that he endured on his way to 
the cross, the stripping and the beating, all of the mocking and the spitting, the things that 
we have been considering here in the gospel. 
 
I wonder. Have you ever thanked Jesus with any kind of specificity for the royal 
humiliation he suffered for you on his way to the cross?   
 
Corrie Ten Boom writes about this in her marvelous book The Hiding Place. It is an 
illustration I have shared before, but it fits so perfectly I want to share it again. It is a 
lesson in gospel gratitude that Corrie and her sister Betsy learned when they were 
standing in line of their medical inspection at a Nazi concentration camp. 
 
Here is how she describes it.  
 
She says: 
 

I had read a thousand times the story of Jesus' arrest--how soldiers had 
slapped Him, laughed at Him, flogged Him. Now such happenings had 
faces and voices.  Fridays, the recurrent humiliation of medical inspection.  
Naked we had to maintain our hands at sides position as we filed slowly 
past a battalion of grinning guards. It was on one of these mornings while 
we were waiting, shivering in the corridor that yet another page from the 
Bible leapt into life for me.  "He hung naked on the cross." I had not 
known. I had not thought. The paintings, the carved crucifixes, showed at 
least a scrap of cloth. But this, I suddenly knew, was the respect and 
reverence of the artist. But oh, at the time itself, on that other Friday 
morning, there had been no reverence, no more than I saw in the faces 
around us now. I leaned toward Betsy ahead of me in line. Her shoulder 
blades stood out sharp and thin against her blue mottled skin. "Betsy, they 
took his clothes too." Ahead of me I heard a little gasp. "Oh Corrie...and I 
never thanked him." 

 
To be truly grateful for what Jesus has done for our salvation it includes not just his 
sacrifice on the cross, I can use the word “just” to refer to the cross, but it includes all of 
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these things leading up to the cross and it includes telling Jesus how thankful we are for 
his endurance. 
 
I love you, Jesus, for the beating and the bruising that you bore for my redemption. I 
thank you for the blood on your brow, for the spit on your face and for the undying love 
in your Savior’s heart.  
 
And then finally—and this is the hardest part—we respond to this love of Jesus by loving 
other people the way that he loves us. 
 
Really, how could we bear persecution of endure oppression without the love of Jesus? If 
we are able to bear or endure anything and still love, this is part of the work of God in our 
lives, the grace of the Holy Spirit working in us to give us the love of Jesus.  
 
The apostle Peter was writing about the call to suffer with endurance. This is in 1 Peter 
chapter two. And he said if we endure suffering for Jesus’ sake, this is a gracious thing in 
the sight of God. It is a gracious thing. It is a thing that comes as a gift. It is something 
that only God himself can work into your life by the Holy Spirit.  
 
This is not to say that all of us are called to lay down our lives in exactly the same way 
that Jesus did or—let me emphasize this—that it is wrong to protect ourselves in godly 
ways from sinful abuse. But it is to say that true love is able to bear many hardships, to 
endure many sufferings for the love of Jesus.  
 
Peter went on to say, “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.”8 
 
Are you following in those footsteps? I wonder what situation in life right now is 
compelling you to bear and to suffer many things.  For many Christians in many parts of 
the world that means suffering under the hatred and the opposition of a government that 
is opposed to the gospel. Some of us suffer at work. People have complaining attitudes. 
They make snide remarks. There is immorality in the workplace. It is difficult to endure.  
 
And then, thinking closer to home, there are all the difficulties we endure in our families 
with our parents. Maybe that is your difficulty, the difficulty you have in a relationship 
with a father or mother. Maybe it is a spouse, a husband or a wife.  Maybe it is your 
children, a son or a daughter. And maybe it is some other close relationship. Whatever it 
is, there are people in the world who have harmed us. They have wounded us with hurtful 
words. We have borne their blows whether physical or psychological. 
 
How can we possibly continue to love them?  Only by the love of Jesus, his all bearing 
and all enduring love. 
 
Sometimes people say something like this. You have probably heard it before.  I know 
that God will never give me more than I can bear. 
                                                
8 1 Peter 2:21.  
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Really?  Actually, as I look in the world around me I see many things that are unbearable, 
at least in our own strength.  Problems that cannot be solved, losses that you cannot bear, 
people that it is impossible to deal with.  But although it may be that God sometimes 
gives us more than we can bear, he never gives us more than he can bear.   
 
And so as we suffer we should know that we are not alone. Jesus is with us. The Savior 
who himself endured every form of abuse up to and including death by torture, whatever 
we suffer we are not alone.  
 
That doesn’t necessarily make things any less painful. It certainly doesn’t solve our 
problems immediately, but it does mean that we do not have to bear all things or endure 
all things on our own, but that the love of Jesus can carry us through. 
 
And the more we have the love of Jesus, the love of our suffering Savior, our mighty and 
great King, well, the more we are able to endure all things for him.   
 
Our Father in heaven, we pray for this kind of persevering love.  Father, we pray four 
ourselves. Some here going through great difficulty, Lord, who are enduring, as it seems 
to them, the most that they can possibly endure. Father, we pray for them and for 
ourselves in all our suffering that you would help us to know the close presence of Jesus 
in that suffering and that you would give us more of his love so that we can endure all 
things and continue to love for his sake. Amen. 


