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LOVE, PART 2 
 (SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2013) 

SCRIPTURE: NUMBERS 12; 1 COR. 13 

INTRODUCTION 

Eschatology is the study of the future, the end times, or the completion of God's 
work of salvation and the restoration of His creation. I think one mistake that 
Christians make with regards to eschatology is that they think of it simply in terms of 
specific events that will happen in the future rather than being filled with longing for 
Christ's return and the completion of God's great work of salvation. 

Liberal theologians commonly say that Paul and the other writers of the NT wrongly 
believed that Jesus was soon to return. Two thousand years later we see how wrong 
they were. But such a view shows the ignorance of the supposed scholars. Nowhere 
does the NT predict a soon return for Christ. Rather following the command of Jesus, 
the apostles lived in light of Christ's return. In their writings they taught the church 
to live in anticipation of the glorious return of Christ. And this should not mean that 
we ignore the duties that God gives to us. Living in light of Christ's return is not a 
call to live an irrelevant life but actually to be focused on the duties that God gives to 
His church. The more we are focused on the victorious return of Christ the more 
productive we will be as we are given life and opportunity. The more we are filled 
merely with the things of earth the less useful we are to our King. 

Listen to a few passages which express the desire that God’s people should have in 
terms of the completion of God’s great work of salvation and restoration. 

Rom. 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the 
revealing of the sons of God… 23 Not only that, but we also who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.  

1John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that 
we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it 
has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
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revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  3 And everyone 
who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  

Col. 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth.  3 For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.  

I begin with this subject because 1 Cor. 13 ends with a focus on the completion of 
God's work of redemption and restoration connected with the return of Christ. When 
Christ returns all your earthly work and callings will be finished. One thing that will 
never fall apart or become irrelevant is love. 

Jonathan Edwards in answering the question what makes the church like heaven gave 
the answer – love. The church universal and local churches show the glories that are 
yet to come not in the gifts that God gives us. It is not prophecy, giving, or teaching. 
It is in love.1 

Seek that which will never become irrelevant or fall apart. 

We will look at the final half of 1 Cor. 13 in three parts, vv. 8-10, vv. 11-12, v. 13. 

1. LOVE WILL NEVER FALL AWAY, 1 COR. 13:8-10 

1Cor. 13:8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away.  9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  10 But when 
that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

What did we see from the first part of 1 Cor. 13 last week? 

I began with an illustration of how Gov. Quinn has blasphemously used this passage 
to justify perversion. I understand that he has done this two times now in support of 
the abomination of marriage redefinition. 

1 Cor. 13 is not a generic passage about love. It is a passage given to local churches, 
in some cases filled with strife, so that we will seek after that which is most 

                                                
1 D. A. Carson, Showing the Spirit, 75-76. 



Page 3 of 9 - 11/24/13 

important. As the end of 1 Cor. 12 states, chapter 13 gives us what is the more 
excellent way. 

The first part of chapter 13 sets forth in three examples that love is not the only 
thing but without love you are nothing. 

I also pointed out that the word love used in this chapter and throughout the NT is 
not special because of how the Greeks understood this word. It is the meaning that 
Scripture gives to the word love that is so important. It is the self-originating love of 
God that gives the basis for true love. 

Love is then powerfully described in vv. 4-7. 

The second half of chapter 13 is the more challenging part of the chapter. The basic 
message is very clear. Love will not fall apart or become irrelevant in eternity. This is 
what makes love worth pursuing now.  

What we will enjoy in eternity is known now in the practice of love. Other gifts that 
God has given will cease or become irrelevant. Not so for love. 

The difficulty in chapter 13 is in understanding some of the details. When do some of 
the other gifts that God has given his church become irrelevant or cease? We have to 
look at some of the details, but let us not miss the main argument. 

The first line of verse 8 is again not a romantic statement though many probably 
understand it that way. Love never fails. This is not talking about human love or 
romantic love. The love of men and women indeed can fail. But love itself in terms of 
its importance will never fail or fall apart. It will never lose its importance or 
relevancy even in the completion of God’s work in this age and the beginning of the 
eternal state. This is a most significant point.  

Love continues on. This means that what you should most pursue is love. What is 
most important is demonstrating true love. This is in a sense a very simple and yet 
also a very deep truth. 

Let me given an illustration. 

Let's say that in 8th grade you were the best player on your team, whatever the sport 
was. At the sports banquet you received a special trophy. You would have been very 
happy and pleased as well as all your family. 
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But think of how important that trophy would be 5 years later, 10 years later, or 50 
years later. What would people think of you if you kept telling the story of how you 
received this special trophy when you were in 8th grade time after time. They 
probably would think you were crazy. Now think even more about that trophy in 
light of eternity. What is that special award or trophy in light of the eternal state? 
Absolutely nothing. 

But love will not fall apart. So what is most important is not the pursuit of the little 
trophies of life. It is the pursuit of love that should set your agendas. 

Now remember when Paul wrote Corinthians he was writing to a church that had 
lots of problems and yet they did truly possess miraculous spiritual gifts. Some in the 
church in Corinth truly did have the gift of tongues. Paul himself had this gift as we 
see in 1 Cor. 14:18. 

Look at the end of 1 Cor. 14, verses 39-40. 

1Cor. 14:39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not 
forbid to speak with tongues.  40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 

It is incredible to think that this troubled church really did possess these 
supernatural gifts.  

Paul’s argument to this particular church and to the entire church is that love will not 
fall apart. The other gifts that God does give will fail or cease. Therefore we can say, 
they are not the most important things to pursue. This is the great argument that 
Paul carefully gives in the second half of chapter 13. 

The key verb in this part of the chapter is the verb fail in verse 8 which is also 
translated as vanish away at the end of verse 8. At the end of verse 10 it is translated 
as done away. And it is used one more time in verse 11 where Paul says I put away 
childish things. So there is a great contrast between love which will not fall away and 
other things that will be put away. 

We live now in the state of imperfection. We have the assurance of the completion of 
God’s work of salvation but we don’t enjoy the fullness of this work now. God gives 
to His church in this time gifts for this “in part” period. These gifts will be done away 
when the perfect has come. But love will never be put away.  
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Let us consider some of the details from verse 8. Prophecies will fail. Tongues will 
cease. Knowledge also will fail or vanish away. 

One of the questions is when will this happen? 

Verse 10 states that when the perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away. 

Some have argued that the perfect refers to the completion of the canon of Scripture. 
I don’t think this is a silly argument or idea. In fact if one thinks of the importance of 
Scripture for God’s people, we can hardly think too much of what God has given. 

John MacArthur who clearly argues for the cessation of tongues and other 
supernatural gifts believes with John Calvin and other commentators that the perfect 
refers to the time of God’s completion of His work in this age with the return of 
Christ, the resurrection, and the final judgment. 

The question that follows from this interpretation is does this mean that all the 
supernatural gifts continue until the glorious end of history? 

Some take this position. But I think such an argument ignores the purpose for the 
gifts when they were first given and the history of the church. 

If you look closely at verse 8 it says that tongues will cease. It does not say they will 
cease only at the return of Jesus Christ. 

Consider several points from John MacArthur’s book, Charismatic Chaos, on the 
subject of tongues. 

First, the gift of tongues was a miraculous, revelatory gift, and as we have 
noted repeatedly, the age of the miracles and revelation ended with the 
apostles. The last recorded miracles occurred around A.D. 58 with the 
healings on the island of Malta. 
Second… tongues were intended as a sign to unbelieving Israel. They signified 
that God had begun a new work that encompassed the Gentiles…Tongues 
were therefore a sign of transition between the Old and New Covenants. 
History records that tongues did cease. Again, it is significant that tongues are 
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mentioned only in the earliest books of the NT. Paul wrote at least 12 epistles 
after 1 Corinthians and never mentioned tongues again.2 

If you look at verse 9, Paul refers to knowledge and prophesy. It may well be 
significant that Paul does not refer again to tongues in this verse. Both of these gifts 
can have a supernatural element – God directly giving special knowledge or the ability 
that some did have in the NT to proclaim future events. Both of these gifts can have a 
non-revelatory aspect. Knowledge can refer simply to understanding the meaning of 
God’s revelation. Prophecy can mean not the revelation of new truth but proclaiming 
the truth that God has already revealed.3 As Paul states in verse 9, we only have 
partial knowledge. We can only prophesy also in part. We cannot give full expression 
to the glorious plan of redemption. As important as these gifts are, at the coming of 
Christ they will no longer be relevant. They will be put away forever. 

 

2. TWO ILLUSTRATIONS TO HELP US CONSIDER THE ARGUMENT, VV. 11-12 

1Cor. 13:11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  12 
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, 
but then I shall know just as I also am known. 

As a teacher or parent, you might well have been tempted to use verse 11 in the 
context of telling someone to grow up! It is time to put away childish things. If you 
have used verse 11 this way, you have used the words of Paul not in the way he 
originally intended. That might be an application but even that would be somewhat 
of a stretch in terms of the original purpose of the illustration. 

What is the point of verse 11? It is an illustration that the present gifts which are 
appropriate for the age now will be put away in the age to come. Just as we put away 
childish things as we grow up, or we certainly should do that, so we should not be 
surprised that God is going to put things away when the age of perfection comes. 

Paul uses a similar illustration in verse 12 to emphasize the difference between our 
current state and the one to come. 
                                                
2 John MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos, 282-283 
3 Ibid., 389. 
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Mirrors in the ancient world were not constructed from glass like most mirrors today. 
Rather they were made from polished metal. The NET Bible and other commentaries 
highlight the fact that Corinth was well known in the ancient world for producing 
some of the best polished bronze mirrors you could buy. 

The word dimly may not be the best translation. The word Paul uses is literally the 
word enigma, which in this context has the idea of seeing indirectly. 

The point is important. Our knowledge of God is not to be questioned if it is based 
on the truth of God’s Word. But the knowledge that we have of God now is only 
partial. It is indirect in that we do not yet see face to face. 

Here we pause to consider the wonderful truth presented here that should shape our 
present desires and wants. I think an appropriate question to ask here is, do you have 
any desire to be in the full presence of God, to see His glory face to face? How much 
does this desire affect you now? 

So much of the NT is written so that our greatest desires will not simply be for the 
things here on earth but that with faith we will truly long for the resurrection and the 
fullness of enjoying the presence of God. 

I read earlier from Colossians 3:2. Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth. This verse cannot mean that we have no concerns about life here on earth. 
That would not make any sense. What Paul is commanding in that verse is an ethical 
command. The things on earth include sin and self-centered attempts of earning our 
righteousness before God through human made rules. The positive aspect of this 
command is that you must make sure your focus is shaped by the resurrection and 
the glorious return of Christ. 

So again I ask the question is there truly a longing in your life to enjoy the full 
presence of God? If you have this longing it should help you focus on what is most 
important in this life while God still gives you life on earth. 

The point of verse 12 is then to help us realize that the present age will give way to 
the much more glorious age to come. We should then not be surprised to see some 
things fall away with the great exception being love as described in this chapter. 

 

3. THE GREATEST IS LOVE, V. 13. 
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1Cor. 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love. 

As I emphasized last week, love is not the only thing important for the Christian life. 
Perhaps somewhat surprisingly Paul in verse 13 speaks of faith, hope, and love as 
being a vital part of this age and also I think we are to say of the age to come.  

Why does Paul speak of faith, hope, and love? Probably the best answer is that you 
commonly find these three listed together. 

1Th. 1:3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 

Gal. 5:5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness 
by faith.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails 
anything, but faith working through love. 

At least 8 other passages could be cited that bring together faith, hope, and love.4 

Do faith and hope have application for this age only? Good commentators give 
different answers to this question. Certainly faith and hope will have a different 
dimension in the life to come. Faith will become sight. The fullness of our hope will 
be fulfilled, but some argue these blessed gifts will still have an application even in 
the eternal state. 

Why is the greatest of this triad love? The best answer is likely that God is described 
as being love. 

1John 4:16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

Listen also the helpful words of Leon Morris here. 

We should not press Paul’s comparison too closely, nor waste our time 
inquiring into the precise manner in which love surpasses faith or hope 
(though it may not be without significance that in v. 7 these two are modes of 
love’s outworking). It is not Paul’s intention to rank the three in order. In the 
face of the regard the Corinthians had for the spectacular he is saying, ‘The 

                                                
4 D. A. Carson, 75. 
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really important things are not “tongues” and the like, but faith and hope and 
love. And there is nothing greater than love.’5 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Love is not the only thing but without it you are nothing. 

Seek that which will never become irrelevant or fall apart. 

Personality cannot be an excuse, upbringing cannot be an excuse, nothing can 
legitimately be offered. 

Our love is not meritorious but this does not mean it is somehow irrelevant. It is a 
beautiful thing when practiced both positively and when acting in love we keep from 
selfishness, pettiness, and other divisive sins. 

An excellent goal is that you strive on the basis of this chapter and other instruction 
in the NT to act in a loving way and demonstrate true love. 

Prayer 

Hymn 283 

 

BENEDICTION – JUDE 24, 25 

  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless  
Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To God our Savior,  Who alone is 

wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen. 

 

                                                
5 Leon Morris, 1 Corinthians: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 7 of Tyndale New Testament 
Commentaries. IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 182. 


