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2 Peter 1:19-21

2 Peter 1:19-21 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  20  Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. !
19a We have also a more sure word of prophecy; !
Word = Logos !
More sure than what? More sure than the very word of God from heaven?  !

2 Peter 1:16-18 16  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. 17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18  And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. !

How can that be? Peter has just written that he was an eyewitness to the transfiguration of 
Christ! He heard God speak from heaven. How can there be anything more sure than that 
testimony? !
There are many different interpretations of this phrase: !

The phrase could be regarding messianic prophecies of the Old Testament that were 
fulfilled in the New Testament, such as:  !
1. Messiah would be born of a woman. (Genesis 3:15  and Matthew 1:20, Galatians 4:4) 
2. Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:1, Luke 2:4-6) 
3. Messiah would be born of a virgin. (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:22-23, Luke 1:26-31) 
4. Messiah would come from the line of Abraham. (Genesis 12:3, Genesis 22:18 and 
Matthew 1:1, Romans 9:5) 
5. Messiah would be a descendant of Isaac. (Genesis 17:19, Genesis 21:12 and Luke 3:34) 
6. Messiah would be a descendant of Jacob. (Numbers 24:17 and Matthew 1:2) 
7. Messiah would come from the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10 and Luke 3:33, Hebrews 
7:14) 
8. Messiah would be heir to King David's throne. (2 Samuel 7:12-13, Isaiah 9:7 and Luke 
1:32-33, Romans 1:3) 
9. Messiah's throne will be anointed and eternal. (Psalm 45:6-7, Daniel 2:44 and Luke 
1:33, Hebrews 1:8-12) 
10. Messiah would be called Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23) 
11. Messiah would spend a season in Egypt. (Hosea 11:1 and Matthew 2:14-15) 
12. A massacre of children would happen at Messiah's birthplace. (Jeremiah 31:15 and 
Matthew 2:16-18) 
13. A messenger would prepare the way for Messiah. (Isaiah 40:3-5 and Luke 3:3-6) 
14. Messiah would be rejected by his own people. (Psalm 69:8, Isaiah 53:3 and John 1:11, 
John 7:5) 
15. Messiah would be a prophet. (Deuteronomy 18:15 and Acts 3:20-22) 
16. Messiah would be preceded by Elijah. (Malachi 4:5-6 and Matthew 11:13-14) 
17. Messiah would be declared the Son of God. (Psalm 2:7 and Matthew 3:16-17) 
18.Messiah would be called a Nazarene. (Isaiah 11:1 and Matthew 2:23) 
19. Messiah would bring light to Galilee. (Isaiah 9:1-2 and Matthew 4:13-16) 
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20. Messiah would speak in parables. (Psalm 78:2-4, Isaiah 6:9-10 and Matthew 
13:10-15, 34-35) 
21. Messiah would be sent to heal the brokenhearted. (Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19) 
22. Messiah would be a priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 
5:5-6) 
23. Messiah would be called King. (Psalm 2:6, Zechariah 9:9 and Matthew 27:37, Mark 
11:7-11) 
24. Messiah would be praised by little children. (Psalm 8:2 and Matthew 21:16) 
25. Messiah would be betrayed. (Psalm 41:9, Zechariah 11:12-13 and Luke 22:47-48, 
Matthew 26:14-16) 
26. Messiah’s price money would be used to buy a potter's field. (Zechariah 11:12-13 and  
Matthew 27:9-10) 
27. Messiah would be falsely accused. (Psalm 35:11 and Mark 14:57-58) 
28. Messiah would be silent before his accusers. (Isaiah 53:7 and Mark 15:4-5) 
29. Messiah would be spat upon and struck. (Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 26:67) 
30. Messiah would be hated without cause. (Psalm 35:19, Psalm 69:4 and John 15:24-25) 
31. Messiah would be crucified with criminals. (Isaiah 53:12 and Matthew 27:38, Mark 
15:27-28) 
32. Messiah would be given vinegar to drink. (Psalm 69:21 and Matthew 27:34, John 
19:28-30) 
33. Messiah's hands and feet would be pierced. (Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10 and John 
20:25-27) 
34. Messiah would be mocked and ridiculed. (Psalm 22:7-8 and Luke 23:35) 
35. Soldiers would gamble for Messiah's garments. (Psalm 22:18 and Luke 23:34, 
Matthew 27:35-36) 
36. Messiah's bones would not be broken. (Exodus 12:46, Psalm 34:20 and John 
19:33-36) 
37. Messiah would be forsaken by God. (Psalm 22:1 and Matthew 27:46) 
38. Messiah would pray for his enemies. (Psalm 109:4 and Luke 23:34) 
39. Soldiers would pierce Messiah's side. (Zechariah 12:10 and John 19:34) 
40. Messiah would be buried with the rich. (Isaiah 53:9 and Matthew 27:57-60) 
41. Messiah would resurrect from the dead. (Psalm 16:10, Psalm 49:15 and Matthew 
28:2-7, Acts 2:22-32) 
42. Messiah would ascend to heaven. (Psalm 24:7-10 and Mark 16:19 and Luke 24:51) 
43. Messiah would be seated at God's right hand. (Psalm 68:18, Psalm 110:1 and Mark 
16:19, Matthew 22:44) 
44. Messiah would be a sacrifice for sin. (Isaiah 53:5-12 and Romans 5:6-8) !

The messianic prophecies were sure and they were all fulfilled, but were they more sure than the 
testimony of Peter’s eyewitness? No. Both are foundational aspects of our knowledge of God and 
Jesus Christ. They are equally sure. !
The phrase could be regarding the gospel testimony of the apostles, such a Peter, in comparison 
to the fulfilled prophecies of the Old Testament, confirming that their testimony of Jesus Christ 
and his work upon the earth makes the messianic prophecies more sure. !
The gospel testimony is sure, but is it more sure than the prophecies of old? No. While they are 
additive to one another and give us a better understanding of the whole picture of Jesus Christ, 
one is not more sure than another. They are equally sure. !
If it is not the eyewitness account, nor the messianic prophecies, nor the gospel testimony, what 
is more sure than these things?  !
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Daniel 7:9-14 9  I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days 
did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the 
pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
fire. 10  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand 
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 11  I beheld 
then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 12  As 
concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives 
were prolonged for a season and time. 13  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one 
like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near before him. 14  And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.  !
Matthew 24:29-31 29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30  And then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (also Mark 13:24-27) !
Mark 14:61-62 61  But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest 
asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? 62  And Jesus 
said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. (also Matthew 26:63-64) !
John 14:1-3 1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2  In 
my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. !
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15  For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16  For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18  
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. !
Revelation 6:9-17 9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 
10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
(Continued)  !
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(Continued) 11  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was 
said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their 
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled. 12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became as blood; 13  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as 
a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14  And the 
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. 15  And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains; 16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17  For the 
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? !
Revelation 7:9-17 9  After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; 10  And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 11  And all the angels stood round 
about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on 
their faces, and worshipped God, 12  Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. 16  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17  For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. !
Revelation 19:1-16 1  And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our 
God: 2  For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, 
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand. 3  And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever 
and ever. 4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and 
worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. 5  And a voice came out 
of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small 
and great. 6  And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. 7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8  And 
to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9  And he saith unto me, Write, 
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And 
he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10  And I fell at his feet to 
worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of 
thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Continued) 
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(Continued) 11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. 12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 
13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called 
The Word of God. 14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15  And out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God. 16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. !

19b whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: !
What should we take heed to? What will shine like a light in a dark place? What shall be like the 
morning sun rising on a new day? !
The return of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. That is a more sure word of prophecy: by 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, the eyewitness accounts and prophecies of the New 
Testament, and the faith that the son of the living God walked this earth in the flesh, confirmed 
his divinity by many signs and wonders, willingly shed his blood and died upon the cross for our 
sins, was buried in a tomb, was risen again on the third day, was seen by many witnesses, 
ascended to heaven, sent the Holy Ghost, and reigns in heaven, waiting for the day appointed for 
his return. Nothing could be more sure, nothing could enlighten us more, than the promised 
coming of Jesus Christ. !
20-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. !
Peter then finishes the passage reminding us that nothing that had been prophesied in scripture, 
nor anything that Jesus Christ prophesied, nor what the apostles would prophesy in the gospels, 
epistles, and apocalyptic record was uninspired. All of it originated by and could only be 
interpreted by the work of the Holy Ghost. !

James 5:7-11 7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 8  Be ye also patient; stablish 
your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 9  Grudge not one against 
another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 10  
Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an 
example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11  Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of 
the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. !
Hebrews 10:35-37 35  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath 
great recompence of reward. 36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37  For yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
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