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Why Christians Are Profoundly Thankful
Hebrews 1:1-4

B.I. Meditation upon the excellencies of Christ is a sure way to revive thankfulness in your 
heart no matter what your circumstances.

LTS: Psa. 111

Introduction:

Read Heb. 1:1-4

In the early years of 17th century England, the long reign of protestant Queen Elizabeth came to 
an end. In her place James 1st (son of “Bloody Marry”) took the throne and began ruling 
England with a rod of iron. The Church of England was firmly in control of all religious affairs 
and was absolutely intolerant of any expression of faith that did not conform its 39 articles and 
book of common prayer. Technically, the Anglican church was protestant, but many of its 
religious doctrines and practices were conspicuously Catholic in form and manner.
    To many devout Christians, the imposed regulations governing worship were intolerable. So 
they set about to use their influence to purify the ruling church, over which King James was 
head. Eventually, these devout men became known as Puritans. But as time went on and the 
influence of the puritan pastors and parliament members had little effect, some began separating 
themselves from what they considered an apostate church. Instead of worshipping in the 
established places under the authority of priests and bishops, they started their own worship 
gatherings governed by the dictates of the word of God alone. This brought about a wave of 
significant persecution. 
    From this point on the faithful believers in England were hounded, bullied, thrown in prison 
on trumped-up charges and driven underground. They met in private homes, and developed a 
complex system of moving from place to place so as not to be detected. Eventually a group of 
them were discovered in the small town of Scrooby and arrested for holding a formal worship 
service without the permission of the official church. Men, women and children were all thrown 
in jail for the crime.
    It didn’t take long before these precious saints realized they had come to a crossroad. They 
could either turn their backs on Christ for the sake of peace, or they could find a new place to 
call home; A place where they could serve and worship Jesus Christ according to the Scriptures. 



An so, after much agonizing discussion and prayer they concluded that their only recourse was to 
leave England. So they gathered their wives and children and whatever few possessions they 
could carry and moved to Holland. 
     But do not think that this was an easy move for them, as if immigrating from one state to 
another. Having left nearly everything behind in their escape, they arrived in Holland as poor 
foreign immigrants. They didn’t know the language and they had no influence in that society, so 
all they qualified for was the most menial labor. They all had to work terribly hard just to make 
ends meet. And so they did for nearly 12 long years. 
   Eventually, however, it became clear to them that they could not stay where they were. Life 
was so hard that they all began aging prematurely, and their children were beginning to forget 
both the language and the values of their homeland. They simply could not stay in Holland but 
nor could they return to England. They had heard of an English colony in Virginia planted in 
1607, and began thinking that perhaps they might move to America. Under the influence of 
Pastor John Robinson, a small group of them decided to take the risk. 
    After selling most everything they owned, this courageous band of men, women and children 
purchased a small ship called the Speedwell. But in no time at all it proved to be less than sea-
worthy. So, with the financial help of a group of investors, they chartered another vessel called 
the Mayflower and after a discouraging sequence of set-backs that reduced their number even 
further, 102 Pilgrims (crammed into a space about equal that of a volleyball court, or the space of 
our Fellowship hall) finally set sail. But this was not the end of their suffering.
    Soon after setting sail they were caught in a storm at sea that lasted for weeks. The misery of 
the trip was compounded by the fact that all the hatches had to be battened down choking off 
both light and fresh air. To that, we must add a diet of dried pork, dried peas, and dried fish, then 
multiply it all by sixty six days at sea which is described in The Light and the Glory as “seven 
weeks of hell in an ill-lighted, rolling, pitching, stinking inferno.”
    At last, however, on Nov. 9, 1620, they heard the cry. Land had been sighted.  The had come to 
Cape Cod. Upon their arrival, William Bradford wrote:

Being thus arrived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their 
knees and blessed the God of heaven, who had brought them over the vast and 
furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again 
to set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element. And no marvel 
if they were thus joyful!”

    But it was a harsh land upon which they had arrived. No friends to welcome them, no inns to 
entertain or refresh their weather-beaten bodies, no houses, or much less towns to greet them. 
Everywhere they looked there was only barren wilderness and getting colder by the hour. Soon 
they launched a small boat in search of a place to settle. And soon they were attacked by Indians. 
    After that, as they began to build the first houses, a “General sickness” overcame the group. 



Scurvy was common, and in the awful conditions, a simple cold was likely to turn into 
consumption or pneumonia. At this point, the pilgrims started dying. There were 6 dead in 
December, 8 in January, 
    At one point, the roof of the house the sick were in exploded into flames. In February they 
were dying at the rate of 2 per day, even three on some days. On the 21st of February alone, 4 
people died. 
    It is recorded that at one point there were only 5 men well enough to care for the sick. In 
February there were a total of 17 deaths. In March, 13 more died. By the end of the winter they 
had lost a total of 47 people, almost half their original number. Thirteen out of eighteen wives 
died; only three families remained unbroken. Could their desire to worship Jesus Christ in 
freedom really be this strong? Would they persevere, or would they turn back?
    Eventually, the winter snows gave way to a beautiful New England spring. God sent to these 
desperate saints two Indians (Samoset and Squanto) who taught them how to plant and hunt and 
live in that wild land. The summer of 1621 was a beautiful time of harvesting and building and 
(amazingly) giving thanks to the Lord who had provided them a place where they could worship 
Christ in freedom according to the word of God.
     In the Fall, Governor Bradford declared a day of public Thanksgiving to be held in October. 
The reigning regional Indian chief Massasoit came with 90 
Other Indians to join in the three-day celebration. The suffering saints had finally found a home 
where they could worship in freedom. 

    I tell this story this morning partly because this is Thanks Giving weekend and it seems 
appropriate that we remind ourselves why it is that we celebrate with our families at this time 
each year. But more than that, I tell this story as another example of faithful men and women 
who, like Moses (Heb. 11:26) considered “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt.” These were men and women who treasured Christ more than comfort, more 
than freedom, more than possession, more than life itself. 
    Like the Jewish brethren the author of Hebrews wrote to, the pilgrims represented a persecuted 
church that had daily to decide which they loved more  -  the world or Christ. 
    As we revisit this story year after year I can’t help but ask, What is it that motivated them to 
make such sacrifices? Was it not the same thing that motivated the merchant in Jesus’ parable to 
sell all that he had to purchase the pearl of great price? Was it not the same thing that motivated 
the man who discovered a treasure in a field to sell all that he owned to purchase that field so the 
treasure would be his? What fueled their undaunted motivation was their love for the 
excelliences of Christ. And that is what the author of Hebrews expects will motivate his Jewish 
believers to hold fast, draw near, and be faithful to the One who is worthy of their allegiance 
though it cost them their lives.



these Hebrew saints were as boldly committed to Christ as the English Pilgrims would be. But 
somewhere along the way they had lost sight of how excellent Jesus is. That’s why the author 
found himself exhorting this church (12:2) to “fix their eyes on Jesus, the author and Perfecter 
of their faith.”  They had lost sight of His glory. They had lost sight of His worth! They still 
believed in Him but they lost their passion for Him. What they needed was to be reminded of His 
awesome greatness. 
    What is it that that makes Jesus Christ so excellent, so glorious, so worthy of our suffering? In 
these first four verses the author mentions several things. 

I. He Is Heir of All Things:

1. What does it mean that Jesus is the Heir of all things? The word “Heir” here is derived from 
the term “lot” and referred to a situation in which lots were drawn to divide property or select a 
winner; the one who drew the lot was the heir. The word came to be used of dividing the 
property that a father left to his children when he died.

4. Now this is important because in the Jewish family there was a very precise way to divide up a 
Father’s property. If there were more than one son, then the eldest would receive a double 
portion of the estate and his brothers would divide up the rest evenly among themselves. 
However, Where there was only one son, there would only be one heir. And as the sole Heir, he 
would inherit everything the Father owned.

5. You see if Jesus is God’s “only begotten Son” than He is the sole heir to everything His Father 
owns. Everything that belongs to the Father belongs to Christ. And some day in the future all the 
precious saints of God will stand before the throne and watch as Jesus takes his inheritance.

6. We see this in Revelation 5:1-5
Read Rev. 5:1-5 and explain.

7. Why is Jesus excellent? Because he is the heir of all the father possesses, and one day He will 
take charge of His inheritance to the glory of God the Father. 

7. In chapter 6 of Revelation, the Lord Jesus begins unrolling the Will. And as it unrolls the seals 
are broken. And as each seal is broken He takes possession of another aspect of the world until 
finally, when the 7th seal is broken, the process is complete and Jesus takes full possession of 
His world. In Rev. 11:15 we read 

Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of 



the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and 
ever."

8. Praise God, Jesus is the Father’s sole Heir! But there’s more. Paul explains in Romans 8:16-17 
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs 
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also 
be glorified with Him.”  

9. . Here is the very kind of promise the Hebrews needed to be reminded of. When Jesus returns 
He is coming to take possession of what belongs to Him.  And because we are in Christ, we are 
fellow heirs with Him so that all that is given to Him is given to us as well! Oh Lord, our Lord, 
How excellent is your name in all the earth!

10. And by the way, this is why in 1 Cor. 3:22 Paul says, “For all things belong to you, whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all 
things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”

11. And do you remember what Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount? “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth.” So whatever you do, beloved, don’t turn away from this Christ. 

12. Behold the antidote to materialism, anxiety, and …. Because we are in Christ and He is the 
heir of all things we don’t have to be enslaved by a desire for stuff in this life! What we have 
coming to us is beyond anything we can ask for or imagine. So we can be thankful no matter 
what our circumstances – rich, poor, sick or well – because Jesus is the heir of all things!

II. He is the Creator of all Things:
1. Read 1:2
2. This is perfectly consistent with other teaching in the N.T.

A. Col. 1:16  “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities  -  all things have 
been created by Him and for Him.”

B. John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

3. So when the author of Hebrews reveals that Jesus created the world, he was only repeating 
what God had already revealed elsewhere. The usual word for world is cosmos. But that is not 



the word used here. The word is aionas  which is usually translated “ages” because it does not 
refer to material things. The author is not speaking merely of the material world but of time and 
space and energy and matter.
4. Jesus didn’t just create the earth but everything that makes it work as well. The solar system, 
the planets, gravity, all the natural laws are a product of His divine mind and came from His 
creative hand. 
5.  When we step back from that and realize all of it was created by the Lord Jesus Christ, it 
should make us gasp with glory! It should make us say with David, “Oh Lord, our Lord, how 
majestic is your name in all the earth! When I consider the heavens, the moon and the stars 
which you have created, what is man that you are mindful of him or the son of man that you visit 
him?” (Ps. 8)  
6. Do you want something to be thankful for no matter what your circumstance?  Walk out into 
your back yard tonight and look up at the moon and the stars. Find a tree that is ablaze with color 
because of the turning of the seasons….  Point out the painted sky when the sun is just about to 
set. Then sit back and delight in the marvelous truth the Jesus Himself created it for His glory 
and for your own joy.  You were created for worship! You were created for glory! But in our 
business we miss it. Tune your heart into the glory of Christ on display all around you and 
be thankful!
You see, beloved, “we become what we behold.” And what we need is to become like Christ. So 
Paul says, Behold the glory of God in the face of Christ and you will become like Him.

III. He is the Radiance of God’s Glory:
1. What does it mean that Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory? In order to find out we need to 
start by looking at the word “Radiance”.When you look this word up in the Greek linguistic tools 
you’ll discover that “Radiance” usually refers to light that is traveling away from it’s source as 
beams of light radiate from the sun. It is not the idea of reflection but of radiation directly 
from a specific source. Some versions use the word “brightness.” In that case God the Father is 
the Sun at the center and Jesus Christ is His brightness, His radiance, or, as John Owen put it, 
“His brightest beam.” 

2. So Jesus Christ is the radiance or brightness of God’s glory. But what does that mean? Well, to 
the Jewish reader this would have been intuitive. But for us Gentiles who did not grow up under 
the canopy of the Old Covenant, it’s not so obvious. So we have to dig a little. We need to go 
back to the O.T. to see if we can find the idea of brightness associated with the glory of God. And 
indeed, the O.T. is peppered with this concept from first to last. 

3. There is far too much material here for us to look at in a single message, so let me just offer 
you a healthy sample of what you will find when you study this for yourself. 

A. Genesis 15. God appears to Abraham in a manner that resembled smoke and fire.  



B. Exodus 3. God appeared to Moses in the burning bush. Ex. 3:2 says “The angel of the 
Lord spoke to him. But this wasn’t an angel. It was a Theophany or Christophany. But the 
main thing I want us to see here is that once again, God revealed Himself in the form of a 
blazing fire. As we move forward in Exodus, then, we come to chapter 24 (Turn with 
me). 

C. Ex. 24, God rescued Israel out of Egypt and He appeared to them as a pillar of fire at 
night  and a pillar of smoke by day. In 24:17 we read  “Now the appearance of the glory 
of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel.” Here we have the first clear statement that this fire which keeps 
appearing is none other than the very glory of God. And for Israel, the glory of God 
was a fearful thing. This Pillar of Fire led the nation of Israel through the wilderness 40 
years. 

D. Look Fast-forwarding then to the book of 2nd Chronicles., when Solomon was 
dedicating the recently completed Temple in 2 Chron. 5, the musicians played and the 
choir sang, but the priests could not stand and minister as they should because “the glory 
of the LORD filled the Temple of God” (2 Chron. 5:14). This is why the Temple was the 
heart and soul of the nation of Israel. It was everything to them because it was the place 
of God’s presence. That’s why David said in Psalm 26 (regarding the tabernacle), “O 
LORD, I love the habitation of Your house And the place where Your glory dwells.”

E. Luke 2:9. In the NT, When Luke talks about the night God visited the shepherds outside 
Bethlehem, he said, “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.” The blazing fire of 
God burst into the night sky accompanied by a multitude of the heavenly host 
saying “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men with whom the Lord 
is please.”

F. Luke 9:29-32  The Transfiguration:  “And while Jesus was praying, the appearance of 
His face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming. And behold, two 
men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, 
were speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now 
Peter and his companions had been overcome with sleep; but when they were fully 
awake, they saw His glory.”

G. John 1:14 John too was there when Jesus was transformed before them. Later he wrote, , 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the 
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

4. You see, the glory of the Lord was the visible presence of God. Yes, God is omnipresent by 
nature. He is everywhere, all the time. But often when He wanted to make His presence known, 



He would appear visibly as a blazing fire which would fill His people simultaneously with both 
fear and joy.

5. The blazing glory of God was the symbol of His visible presence, and when Peter, James, and 
John saw it that night they knew it could only mean one thing. Jesus is not just a prophet or some 
great rabbi. No, He is the manifest presence of God on earth. It is a glory that N.T saints do not 
get to see with our eyes. But one day we will see it. In fact, that is one of the reasons Jesus wants 
us in heaven. He said as much on the night before His crucifixion (John 17:5)  “Now, Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” 
Then in verse 24 he says, "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with 
Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me 
before the foundation of the world.” Jesus isn’t just God’s glory, He’s God’s eternal glory!

6.    For the unbeliever, the glory of God is something to be feared. The author of Hebrews 
himself said (Heb. 12:29) “Our God is a consuming fire.” In Acts 9, Saul of Tarsus got a taste of 
this on the Damascus road when his caravan was suddenly struck by a blazing light and Saul was 
stricken blind. 

7.    But those who love the Lord Jesus have nothing to fear in the glory of God.  Paul said (2 
Cor. 4:6) “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  The author of 
Hebrews then takes this a step further when he adds, that Jesus is not only “the radiance of God’s 
glory but “the exact representation of His nature.

1.  In other words, the only way to see what God looks like is to look at Jesus. We can’t see the 
Father and we can’t see the Holy Spirit. But Jesus came to earth in bodily form so that we might 
see God. “The word became flesh and live among us” John said. 

     In fact it was the apostle John who wrote “No one has seen God at any time; The only 
begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (Jn. 1:18). 

     Just as the image and superscription on a coin exactly correspond to the device on the die, so 
the Son of God bears the very stamp of His nature.  The Greek word for “impression” here is 
“character”. Just as the glory of God really is in His radiance, so the being of God is really in 
Christ, who is the impress, the exact representation and embodiment of God. As Paul says in 
Colossians 2:9 “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.”

    To see the Lord Jesus Christ is to see what the Father is like. When we read about Jesus in the 
gospels, we see how the Father acts; how He thinks; how He speaks; how He relates to people. 
God has spoken in His Son. This is His ultimate communication to man; His ultimate and final 
word.

    But there’s more. Not only is Jesus the Creator of all things, the Heir of all things, the 



Radiance of God’s glory and the Exact Representation of God’s nature, He is also…

 II. The Sustainer of All Things:
1. Read v. 3

2. We have already learned that Jesus is the Creator of all that exists. Now the author gives us 
another essential piece of information. Verse 3 continues with these words, “and upholds all 
things by the word of His power.”

3. Christ is not only the Creator of all things, He is also the Sustainer of all things as well. The 
word “uphold” is particularly interesting in the Greek because it does not simply indicate that 
Christ supports but that he actually carries all things. The difference is that one meaning is static 
while the other is dynamic. 

4. This single phrase delivers the death blow to the error of Deism. In the late 16-1700’s Deism 
was the theology of choice among the intellectual elite. These were the days of the 
Enlightenment or the “Age of Reason” which was brought about in part by the discovery of 
natural laws (such as gravity) that were thought to govern the universe. In an attempt to interpret 
the Bible in a way that was consistent with these new discoveries, philosophers like Voltaire 
came up with the idea that the universe should be thought of like a magnificent clock that was 
created by God, wound up, and then left to run its course on its own. 

5. But this is not at all consistent with what God has reveled about Himself and the universe! 
God’s word never pictures a cosmic watchmaker who creates the universe, winds it up and then 
leaves it to run its course independently. Rather, it shows God to be One who desires intimate 
interaction with His creation; Who has designed that all things be personally carried forward to 
their appointed end. 

6. He has not abandoned us. He is not “watching us from a distance.” No, he is intimately 
involved with every aspect of His living creation. Voltaire was wrong about God. Thomas Paine 
and Thomas Jefferson were wrong. Even Benjamin Franklin had to back-peddle away from his 
deistic convictions when faced with what seemed an insurmountable obstacle at the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. 

7. At 81 years of age Franklin was the oldest delegate at the convention and had seen God’s 
providential intervention throughout the revolutionary war on countless occasions. So when the 
convention faced it greatest crisis and it seemed that their attempt at a national constitution was 
all but loss, it was Benjamin Franklin who stood up and said, “The longer I live the more I see 
that there is a God who intervenes in the affairs of men.” He then appealed to all the delegates 
that they might set aside time for collective prayer for divine wisdom about the issue of concern  
-  which they did. What resulted has gone down in history as the Great Compromise by which 
the Constitution of the United States was completed.



8. You see, Deism was not only a hopeless philosophy that left man to fend for him self in every 
crisis, it was also a godless philosophy that exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God in favor 
of the supremacy of man. It was nothing more than a socially respectable form of idolatry. 

9. But the God of the Bible is One who sovereignly and securely sustains all that He has created. 
Think about the complexity involved in this. 

Consider for, example, what instant destruction would happen if the earth’s rotation slowed down 
just a little. The sun has a surface temperature of 12,000 degrees Fahrenheit. If it were any closer 
to us we would burn up; if it were any farther away we would freeze. Our globe is tilted on an 
exact angle of 23 degrees, providing us with four seasons. If it were not so tilted, vapors from the 
oceans would move north and south and develop into monstrous continents of ice. If the moon 
did not retain its exact distance from the earth the ocean tides would inundate the land 
completely, twice a day. After the first flooding, of course, the others would not matter as far as 
we would be concerned. If the ocean floors were merely a few feet deeper than they are, the 
carbon dioxide and oxygen balance of the earth’s atmosphere would be completely upset, and no 
animal or plant life could exist. If the atmosphere did not remain at its present density, but 
thinned out even a little, many of the meteors which now harmlessly burn up when they hit the 
atmosphere would constantly bombard us. We would have to live underground or in meteor-
proof buildings (Hebrews by John MacArthur; p. 17).

10. The point is that the precise balance required to sustain life on this planet is so delicate that 
the slightest inconsistency could tip it into a lifeless destruction. How does it all stay in perfect 
balance? The Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator and Heir of all creation “carries” it perfectly. And he 
does it by “the word of His power.” In other words, He does it effortlessly. All that is required is 
His powerful word. God has spoken. And He has spoken through His Son!

11. In Colossians 1, Paul writes of Jesus, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”

12. Think about it! The only reason man exists is because Christ has spoken. And the only reason 
we continue to exist is because His word upholds us. 

13. This, beloved, should bring a great sense of peace to our souls. This truth alone should drive 
anxiety from our hearts. God in Christ is absolutely in control. In all the universe there exists not 
even one maverick molecule. All is under His authority, and nothing can happen to us apart from 
His will. We are safe! We are secure!   (Remember the fear of the coming hurricanes of 2006? It 
never happened.)

14. This is why David prayed, “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You. In God, whose 
word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to 



me?” (Psa. 56:4)

15. If every detail of the cosmos is sustained by the word of Christ, than you can be sure that 
your life will be tenderly upheld and carried along until He graciously calls you home.

16. Do you see why the author of Hebrews started his letter to these precious, persecuted saints 
by pointing them to the excellencies of Christ? Only this kind of truth has the power to sustain us 
when we are tempted to turn away. 

17. Ph how we need to see the glory of Christ! We need to be reminded that Jesus is the Creator 
of all things, the Heir of all things, the Radiator of God’s glory, the Representation of God’s 
nature and the Sustainer of all that exists. But there is more. We must also be reminded that…

III. He is the Purifier of Every Believing Heart:
1. At the end of verse 3 we read, “When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high.”

2. Christ Jesus is not only excellent because of His awesome power; He is excellent because of 
His perfect sacrifice. 

3. Here the author points us to the heart of the gospel. You see the ultimate problem we all face is 
not a persecution problem or a impoverishment problem or a personal relationship problem. Our 
ultimate problem is a purity problem. All of us are sinners. So when the infinitely pure eyes of a 
holy God looks out over mankind all He sees is impurity. He is holy, holy, holy, and we are full 
of impurity. And that presents the greatest problem mankind can ever face. How can unholy 
people ever hope to live in the presence of a holy God. 

4. The answer is, of course, that we have no hope at all when we look to ourselves. We have a 
disease for which the greatest scientific minds could never  invent a cure. That’s because sin is a 
spiritual disease not a physical one. Our only hope is that God will look at us with pity and deal 
with us in mercy. And that is what He did when God’s Heir, who is Creator, Radiator, and 
Sustanier of all things, became like one of us so that we could be made pure. 

5. How pure do we need to be before God?  Turn with me to Matthew 5.  (Matthew 5:20) “unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of 
heaven.”  Well how righteous is that? He answers in verse 48, “Therefore you are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  You know what he is saying? He’s saying if you want to go 
to heaven you’ve got to be as good as God! You’ve got to be as righteous as He is righteous! 
You’ve got to be as pure as He is pure! 

6. Did you see why this is man’s ultimate problem? I mean, Where are sinners like you and me 



supposed to get that kind of purity. One thing’s for certain… we can’t get it from inside 
ourselves. That kind of holiness has to come from someone else. It has to be someone else’s 
righteousness that is applied to your account. And that’s where Jesus comes in. 

7. Turn w/ me to Philippians 2. Here Paul explains what God did for us in Christ. (Read 2:5-8).  
Do you see it beloved? Even though Jesuswas God, He willingly gave up the privileges 
associated with being God in order to become like one of us in order to take our just punishment 
on a Roman cross. We deserved to die, but He died in our place. He deserved to be exalted and 
glorified alone, but we will be glorified with Him forever. Why? Because He made purification 
for our sins. 

8. The gospel doesn’t get any clearer than that, folks. Paul says it very simply in 2 Cor. 8:9; “You 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.”  Impure people become perfectly holy 
in the eyes of God when they cling to Jesus Christ for the righteousness they desperately need, 
don’t have, and can’t earn. 

9. Have you entrusted your eternal life to this Jesus? The purity He secured  by His blood and 
righteousness is infallibly applied to every believing heart. Do you believe He is your only hope 
of eternal life? Have you entrusted yourself to His eternal care? Than God has made you pure 
because of Jesus. And He has become for us our excellent Christ!

10. So we are reminded that Jesus is the Creator of all things, the Heir of all things, the Radiator 
of God’s glory, the Representation of God’s nature, the Sustainer of all that exists and the Purifier 
of every believing heart. But more than that, He is excellent because...

Hebrews 12:28   “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe.”

A. When we don’t feel like praying any more,
B. When we become weary of the battle at home or work or school,
C. When we are reluctant to share Christ with the lost,
D. When we find ourselves loving gold more than God,
E. When some temptation begins sinking its roots into our lives in order to take us 



captive,
F. When the word of God becomes dull and lifeless,
G. What do we need in these times? We need to see the glory of Christ!

11. Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit.”  You see, beloved, “we become what we behold.” And what we need is to become 
like Christ. So Paul says, Behold the glory of God in the face of Christ and you will become like 
Him. 

1. He is the heir of all things that exist, 
2. He is the creator of the world,
3. He is the radiance of God’ glory 
4. He is the exact representation of God’s nature, 
5. He upholds all things by His powerful word, 
6. He made purification of sins, 
7. He sat down at the right hand of God the Father,
8. He is greater than the angels, 
9. He has inherited a more excellent name than they.


