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Introduction 

1. The topic of discussion (v. 1)—the Second Coming of Jesus Christ (parousia) and the gathering of the 

church to Him (rapture of the church). 

2. The reason for the discussion (v. 2)—the Thessalonian believers were alarmed, being under the impression 

that the day of the Lord had already come and that they were “left behind.” They had been deceived either 

by—a vision or dream (spirit), a false teacher (spoken word), or a communication from Paul (counterfeit 

letter).  

3. The correction (vv. 3-12)—Paul warns that Christians must not be deceived (v. 3a). Then Paul ruins the 

eschatology of many in a few brief words (v. 3b), in fact, many commentators simply refuse to tackle it. 

However, it is God’s Word, and we can understand it. 

I. The Day of the Lord  

1. Paul clearly indicates that the parousia of Christ and the advent of the Day of God’s Wrath are 

synonymous. The Day of the Lord for believers is the day of victory and triumph. The Day of the Lord for 

unbelievers is the just and due judgment of earth’s sin and rebellion. 

2. There are clearly more than one Day of the Lord.   

a. Ezek. 30:3 teaches that the Day of the Lord is the judgment of God on nations in rebellion. God has 

already judged many nations throughout history. 

b. Peter’s sermon at Pentecost is revealing. 

1) His first remarks were addressed to the scoffers who accused the Spirit-filled disciples of being drunk 

at an improper time. He warned them that Joel prophesied both the outpouring of the Spirit and the Day 

of the Lord (Acts 2:16-21), which are the official indictment of Israel for Christ’s death (vv. 22-28) 

warranting Israel’s Day, A.D. 70 (v. 20; see Matt. 23:37-24:2). 

2) At verse 29 Peter turns his attention to declare the gospel to the rest of crowd, informing them of God’s 

salvation in Christ. 

c. The Joel passage also points to another Day at the end of the gospel age, the Day that Paul addresses in 2 

Thess. 2. That “Day” (an event period, not one 24- hour period) would not come until two other things 

occurred first (2 Thess. 2:3): (1) A rebellion (apostasia, a “falling away” from truth, 2 Tim. 4:3, 4); (2) 

the man of lawlessness (anomia) would be revealed. 

d. The problems with Paul’s answer for the dispensational pre-trib. position: (1) he demolished the doctrine 

of imminence; (2) he demolished the notion that the church would be gone when the antichrist was 

revealed. 

e. The problem of Paul’s answer for non-dispensationalists: the lawless one is to take his seat in the temple 

of God (v. 4). At issue are the words, “of God.” If Jesus left the temple desolate (Matt. 23:38, 39), how, 

then, can it be a temple of God? Or how could a rebuilt temple during the seven-year tribulation be a 

house of God?  

The church of Jesus Christ is called the Temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 2 Cor. 6:16; 1 Pet. 2:4-10; Eph. 

2:21, 22). Jesus informed the Jews that He was the true Temple (John 2:18-21). The church is the body of 

Christ, thus, the Temple of God—indwelt by God’s Shekinah Glory. Therefore, the man of sin will 

enthrone himself in the professing and apostate church as God, persecuting the true saints. 

  



II. The Man of Lawlessness 

1. Who is the antichrist? Biblical information: The church age would be populated with many antichrists (1 

John 2:18). The term antichrist identifies one who professes to be Christ or to represent Christ. Jesus 

warned of many who would come in His name (Matt. 24:5). Paul says that antichrist will sit in the 

“church” and proclaim himself a god. 

2. Much confusion arises when efforts are made to identify the antichrist. Over the years, many have been 

labeled such, each passing on as others arose to take their place. Most of these were antichrists but not the 

antichrist of the end of the age. Paul argues that the man of lawlessness is not going to be revealed until the 

end of the age. 

3. Paul describes him as (1) the lawless one—one who “opposes and exalts himself against every so-called 

god or object of worship” (v. 4), thus defining lawlessness as the exaltation of self to the status of ultimate 

authority; and (2) the son of destruction or perdition—one who is to receive punishment for opposing God 

(Rom. 9:22; 2 Pet. 3:7). The term describes Judas Iscariot (John 17:12). Caligula, Nero, and others have 

been also identified by the term. 

III. Timing of the Revealing 

1. The mystery of lawlessness (iniquity) is already working; however, it is being restrained (v. 7). The term, 

mystery, is used of initiation rites in occult (secret) religions. Babylonian mystery religions have been 

active throughout human history. These cults aim to usurp God’s purposes in order to establish a new world 

order with Satan controlling all mankind. 

2. At the present time this lawless work is being restrained or held in check (v. 7). Paul does not explain who 

or what the restrainer is. Logically, however, this restraining work is likely being carried out by the church 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. However, the modern church is, on the whole, powerless and ineffective, 

having little influence on the world. 

3. When the restrainer is removed, the lawless one will be revealed (v. 8). His revelation will be the work of 

Satan, mimicking the ministry of Jesus with power, and false signs and wonders. The purpose of this work 

is to deceive those who are perishing because they refuse to love truth that could save them (vv. 9, 10). 

They will be deceived because they take pleasure in unrighteousness in order to be condemned (vv. 11, 12). 

4. The lawless one will be at work when Jesus returns in power and great glory (v. 8; see also chapter 1:8). 

This means that the revealing of the antichrist will occur shortly before Christ’s return. This passage also 

makes it clear that end-time events are not a struggle to see who wins but the assurance that suffering saints 

already have the victory (vv. 13-15). 

The Importance of This 

1. Is the end of the age near? Consider the birth pangs (Matt. 24:6-8). In the 30 years from 1973 to 1994, 

earthquakes measuring 7+ on the Richter scale remained steady at about 3000 per year. However, from 

1995-2006, more than 30,000 earthquakes occurred, tripling the number of quakes in ½ the time span. July 

of 2014 was a record month for extreme weather and natural disasters. 

2. Even unbelievers are concerned that the end of the world may be near.   

3. We are commanded to watch and be ready (Luke 21:28-34). 

4. Time is running out. We cannot be distracted and unfocused. What truly matters is kingdom business (Eph. 

5:16; Col. 4:5). 

5. We are warned by the example of the Thessalonian church. We must be careful and not be deceived by 

Satan whose work of deception is also aimed at the elect (Matt. 24:24). 


