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Colossians 2:1-2 

For I want you to know how great a 

struggle I have for you and for those 

at Laodicea and for all who have not 

seen me face to face, 2 that their 

hearts may be encouraged, being knit 

together in love, to reach all the 

riches of full assurance of 

understanding and the knowledge of 

God's mystery, which is Christ 
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Colossians 2:3-5 

 3 in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

4 I say this in order that no one may 

delude you with plausible arguments. 

5 For though I am absent in body, yet 

I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to 

see your good order and the firmness 

of your faith in Christ. 
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Paul’s Heart/Burden for the Church 
For: continuing thought from the previous verses  

• V24-29 Overview of Paul’s ministry to the church 

• End Goal: V28 That we may present everyone mature in Christ 

• V29 To achieve this goal Paul labored (toiled), struggled 
(agonized)-Hard work (Power of God working in Him)  

• V24 The ministry involves suffering, which we should rejoice in 
(being found worthy to suffer for His name sake)  

• V25 To make the Word of God fully known  

– V28 Proclaiming Christ (Warning & teaching with all wisdom) 

V1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you  

• How great a struggle:  

• Are you burdened for the church?  

• We are all part of the collective whole (body), and we all have an 
active role (indispensable 1 Cor 12:22)  
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Paul’s Heart/Burden for the Church 
We all know Paul suffered physically for the church (and did it joyfully, as 

he found Christ worthy) but he had an unceasing burden for the church in 

his heart (Selflessness) 

• 2 Corinthians 11:28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily 

pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches 

• V1 I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not 

seen me face to face  

• Paul showed no partiality in his love, service & burden for the church  

Paul’s burden and struggle (service & work) was directional:  

• V4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 

arguments (1:23 Not shift from hope of gospel (continue in faith)) 

– V2 That their hearts may be encouraged 

– v2 Being knit together in love 

– V2-3 To reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding & 

knowledge of God’s mystery  

 
5 



 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments 

There is a battle in the church at Colossae (and here) and it is a battle of faith 

(Faith in the Word of God, and the gospel of Jesus Christ)  

• There are enemies in the battle (false teachers) 

• False teachers strive to delude you with plausible arguments 

– Appeal to human reasoning and emotion 

– 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful 

workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, 

for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15So it is no 

surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 

righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. 

– 2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there 

will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 

heresies, even denying the Master who bought them 

– Plausible arguments: 2:8, 2:18 (Always an attack on supremacy and 

sufficiency of Jesus Christ (Deity, Person, Life, Work) 

– 2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. (Remember Col 1:23 if you do not continue in the faith, 

you will not be presented holy/blameless) 6 



Means of combating delusion through plausible arguments 

(thus continuing in faith)  
V2 that their hearts may be encouraged 

• Heart: Proverbs 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the 
springs of life.(Mind, Will, Understanding, Desire, Emotion) 

• Encouraged: to encourage & strengthen by consolation  

• We encourage and strengthen one another’s hearts/minds with truth 
 

V2 being knit together in love  

• If we are going to struggle for one another like Paul, we must be knit together 
in love (United in love)  

• Ephesians 4:1-3 I….urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 

• Our love for one another flows from the gospel (1 John 4:11), demonstrated 
in humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another, & maintains unity 

• If we are going to help one another as we strive to continue in the faith, we 
must be a loving, unified body  
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Means of combating delusion through plausible arguments 

(thus continuing in faith)  
V2 to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge 
of God’s mystery, which is Christ  

Why would we be deceived and believe plausible arguments?  

• We don’t have assurance/understanding regarding Christ & the gospel  

• Paul understands that if we know “Who Jesus Christ is”, “What He 
accomplished”, and “Who we are in Him” we will not be lead astray 

• All the promises and hope for those who are in Christ (riches), help keep us 
from being lured away  

• Paul is pointing us all to one place: Christ (Gospel) (knowledge of God’s 
mystery)  

– V3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge  

– Here Paul argues for the sufficiency of Christ (found in the knowledge of 
Christ)  

– 2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his 
own glory and excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious 
and very great promises 
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Means of combating delusion through plausible arguments 

(thus continuing in faith)  

Ephesians 1:16-18 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having 

the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 

he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints 

• Remember, it’s the Holy Spirit (the Helper) who brings understanding  

• 1 Corinthians 2:11 So also no one can comprehend the thoughts of God 

except the Spirit of God  

 

If we are going to help one another combat deceit and persevere in the faith, we 

must work hard (struggling/agonizing): 

• Encouraging/strengthening the hearts of the church 

• Be knit together in love 

• Pointing each other to the riches of assurance/understanding in the knowledge 

of Christ  
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Final Thoughts 
V5 for though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit  

• Even when Paul was in the midst of struggle (prison) and could not be 

present to help, he was with them in spirit  

• He wrote letters and he prayed  

 

Rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ 

• Good order and firmness are military terms (We are in a battle of faith) 

• What brought Paul joy was the churches good order (discipline) and 

firm faith (stability) in Christ  

• We are in the midst of a continual battle, but if we keep our eyes on 

Christ, and encourage others to do the same, there is joy to be had  
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