
You can do something greater than yourself  
Matthew 14:16  But Jesus said unto them, They need not 

depart; give ye them to eat. 13-21 When Jesus 

heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert 

place apart: and when the people had heard thereof, 

they followed him on foot out of the cities. 14 And Jesus 

went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was 

moved with compassion toward them, and he 

healed their sick. 15 And when it was evening, his disciples 

came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the 

time is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go 

into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. 16 But Jesus 

said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and 

two fishes. 18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 19 And he 

commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took 

the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, 

he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, 

and the disciples to the multitude. 20 And they did all eat, and 
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were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained 

twelve baskets full. 21 And they that had eaten were 

about five thousand men, beside women and children. 

I. A Great Need 

A. He saw, he felt, he did something 

B. People suffering 

C. Hungry people 

D. The numbers are too great --20,000 people 

E. A whole country and a continent to work on  

F. We can’t have the attitude that we want to match out for 

ourselves  

II. An impossible task 

A. It was a desert place or no resources 

B. It was very late so there was no time 

C. There were only 5 loaves and 2 fishes so no money 

D. There were only 12 apostles so there weren’t enough 

workers  

III.It was an unbelievable command 
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A. They were to feed so many with so little 

B. It had to be a nightmare just trying to organize so many 

people –no sound system 

C. They had to do something that they were unable to do 

D. They had to step out of themselves 

E. They had to believe Him Hebrews 11:6 But without 

faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 

cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  
F. We have to have faith even it is weak but a faith that will 

act on what it knows to do 

G. It happens according to your faith Matthew 9:29 Then 

touched he their eyes, saying, According to your 

faith be it unto you. 13:58 And he did not many 

mighty works there because of their unbelief.  

17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your 

unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as 

a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 

Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 
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nothing shall be impossible unto you.  

IV. How to something that is greater than you are  

A. Quit making excuses 

B. Understand and desire what He wants 

1. He wants you to see what He can do 14:16  But Jesus 

said unto them, They need not depart; give ye 

them to eat. 
2. He wants to meet their needs  

3. You need to feel what he feels 15:32 Then Jesus called 

his disciples unto him, and said, I have 

compassion on the multitude, because they 

continue with me now three days, and have nothing to 

eat: and I will not send them away fasting, 

lest they faint in the way.  

4. Don’t make them leave 15:32 Then Jesus called his 

disciples unto him, and said, I have 

compassion on the multitude, because they 

continue with me now three days, and have nothing to 
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eat: and I will not send them away fasting, 

lest they faint in the way.  

5. Don’t just run away and forget your responsibility 

C. Give Him what you have 14:18  He said, Bring 

them hither to me. 
D. Step out by faith and obey Him 14:19 And he 

commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and 

took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to 

heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his 

disciples, and the disciples to the 

multitude.  
E. See results that you would never have been able to see or 

even believed to see 

You can do something greater than yourself, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, Alpharetta, GA !  of 5                                                5


